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that Reverend Learned ſervant of Chriſt 


f Biſhop Ußber, he has often from firſt to 


laſt been importuning me to write a Nirec- 
tory for the ſeveral. ranks of profeſſed 
3 Chriftians, which might diſtinctly give each 


one their portion; beginniag with che Un- 
converted, and then procecding to the babes 


in Chriſt, and then to the Str oog, and mix - 
ing ſome ſpecial helps agaiaſt the ſeveral 
fins that they are addicted to. By the ſud- 


denneſs of his motion at our firſt congrels, I + 


perceived it was on his mind . before: and I 
told him, both that it was abuudantls 
done by many already, and that his 
unacquiintedbeſs, with my weakneſs, 
might make hic think me. fitter for it 
than I was But this did, not ſatisfy 
him, bat ſtill ke made ir his requeſt, 1 con- 
lebe nz 9255 mg; ed by hai 
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N that ſhort acquaintance I kad with 
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did Thppreven3 any great need of Jos 


more thanis done in that way; nor that I 
was likely to de more: And therefore 1 
parted from him without the leaſt purpoſe 
to anſwer his deſire. But ſince his death 
his words often came into my mind and 
the great reverence I bore him, did the 


more incline me to think wich ſome com- 


placency of his motion. And having of late 


intended to write a Family Directory, I be- 


gan to apprehend how congruoſly the fore- 


mentioned work ſhould lead the vay; and? 
the :2yeral conditions of men's ſouls be ſpo- ; 


ken of, before re come to the ſeveral re- 


tations. - Hereupon I reſolved, by God's F 


| abftance, to proceed i in order Wins ene 


Fir, To ſpeak to the Impenitent Uncon- 
verted {inners, who are not yet fo much as | 
purpoſing to turn, or at leaſt are nor ſetting 
about the work. And with cheſe [ thought | 


a wakening perſuaſive was a 190re neceilary 


means than mere directions. For directions 


5 — 


ſuppoſe men willing to obey them: but the 
per ſens we have firſt to deal with, are wil⸗ 


tul and faſt afleep in fin, and as men that 
are paſt feeling, having giren themlelves o- 
ver to fin with greedineſs, Eph. iv. 19. My 

next work mult ve for thoſe that have ſome 
zpoſes to turn, and are about the work, 
ig. 20A "age EG nnd. true con verſion 
2 | that. 
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doing ens e Bi 7 
that I W that they miſcarry not in the 
foie 1 third part muſt be directions for the young- 
ur poſe er and weaker ſort of Chriſtians, that they 

death , may be eſtabliſhed, built up and perſevere. 
d and The fourth part, Directions for Japſed and 
lid the W backſliding Chriſtians, for Ne recove- 
com- ry. Beſides theſe, there is intbnded ſome 
of late W Perſuaſlions ànd Directions againſt ſome: 
„ I be- F ſpecial errors of the times, and againſt ſome, 
e fore- common killing fins';, as. for directions to 
z and doubting troubled conſciences, thatfis done 
be ſpo- alxzezdy. And the ſtrong I ſhall not write 
ral re- directions for, becauſe they are ſo much 
God's taught in God already. And then the laſt 
ming: Þ# part is intended more eſpecially for Fami- 
THT lies; as ſuch, dicecting the ſeveral Relations 
Uncon- in their Duty; fome of theſe are already 
nuch as ritten: whether I ſhall have life and lai- 
tfetting ſure for the reſt, God only knoweth. And 
hought therefore I ſhall publiſh the ſeveral parts by 
eceſſary themſelves as I write them: and the rather 
rections becauſe they are intended for men of differ- 
but the ent ates, and becauſe I would not deter 
re wil⸗ them by the bulk or price, from reading 
en that what is written for their benefit. 
elves o- bg | | 
19. My The uſe that this part is publiſhed for is, 
ve fome 1. For Maſters and Parents to read ofter.. 
e work, in their Families, if they have ſervants or 


averſion children that are yet Unconverted. 2. 
mat For all fuch unconverted perſons to read 
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and confder of themſelves. 3. For the 
richer ſort that have any pity for ſuch mi- 
ferable fouls, to give to the unſanctifſied that 
need them, (her have not fitter at hand” 
4 touſe or give. * 


We Lord e us to OILY while it is 
day, for the ſaving of our own and others 
fouls, in ſubſerviency to the Bleſſed God, the | 
Moor, * N and the SantHifier of KF | 
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TO THE. 


UNCONVERTED 


8 3 Ezek. Ai, 11 
Say unto them, As I live, faith the Lord 3 
¶ ha ve no pleaſure in the acath of the ks 
"ed, but that the wicked tin From bis way 
and live: Turn ye, turn 3 your e- 


vil ways ; for why will y8- 40 © : houſe of 
Iſrael? *- e 


T bath been the aſtoniſhing 8 of ma · 
ny a man as well as me, to read in the holy 
eriptures how few will be ſaved, and that the 
xreateſt part even of thoſe that are called, will- 
de everlaftixigly ſhur out of the kingdom of Hea- 
n, and de tormented wich the Devils in Efer- 
zal fire. Infelels believe not this when they read 
t, and therefore they mult feel it; thoſe that 
40 1 it, are forced to cry out with Paul. 
n. Xi 13. 9 the * . richer both of the 
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$- . A Call to the Unconverted: , es 
Wiſdom and Knowledge of Cod! How unſearch» Nee 
2 are bis Judgements, and his ways paſt find- 
out ! But Nature itfelf doth teach us all to 
Jay the blame of evil works upon the doers ; and | 
therefore when we fee any heinous thing done; 15 
a a principle of juſtice doth provoke us to enquire 
aſter him that did it, that the evil of the work 
may return the evil of flame upon the author. 
. If we 1aw a man killed and ent in pieces by the 
way, we would preſently aſk, CH who did this 
oruel ueed ? If the Fown was wilfully ſet on fire, 
you would aſk, What wicked wretch did this ? 
So when we read that the moſt will be firebrands 
of Hell forever, we muſt needs think with our- 
ſelves, How comes this to paſs? and who is it 
long of? Who is it that is fo cruel as to bs the. 
cauſe af ſuch a thing as this? and we can meet I 
with few that will own the guilt. It is; indeed t! 
conleſt by all, that Satan is the cauſe ; but that o 
doih not teſolve the doubt, becaule he its not the WM al 
Principal cauſe. He doth not force mea to tia, vi 
but tempts them to it, and leaves it to their own tl 
wills whether they will do it or not. He doth IF j: 
not carry men to an aichouſe and force open 
' their.mouths and pour in the drink; nor doth he 
hold them that they cannot go to God's ſervice;. 
nor doth he force their. hearts. frour holy 
thoughts, It lieth therefore bet weed _ God: 
himſelf and the ſianer; one of them muſt needs. 
be the principal cauſe of al} this mifery, which 
ever it is, ſor there is no other to eall it ypon 
and God, diſclaimerh it, he will not take it upon 
Bim; n wine Gclaim it aal 12 
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: A Call to the Unconuerted. 9 
they will not take it upon them, and this is the 
controverſy that is here managing in my text, 
The Lord complaineth of the People, aud the 
People think it is long of G. The ſame con · 
troverſy is handled, chap xviii. ver's 25, they 


plainly ſay, t4at the way of the Lord it mnt equal. 
So here, they ſay, verſe 19. if our tranſareſſions 


and aur fins be upon ut, and wepins away in tbem 
how hall we ther tive ? As if they ſhonld ſay, 
if we mud die, aad be miſerable, how can we 
heiß it ? a3 if it a ere not long of th: m, but God. 
But God in my text doth clear himſelt of it, and 
teliezh them how tiney may help it if they will, 


Land perſuadeth them to uſe the means, and if 


they will not be per ſuaded, he Jets them know 
that is long of themſelves; and if this will not 


fatis'y them, he will not forbear to puniſh them. 


It is he that will be the judge, and he wil judge | 
them according to their ways; they are no judge 
of him or of themſelves, as wanting authority, 


and wiſdom, and impartiviity, nor is it the ca- 


villing andquarrelling with God that ſhall ſerve 
their tu: 1, or fave them from the execution of 
jaſtice which they murinur at. : | | 
The words. of this verſe contain, 1. God's. 
purgation or clearing himſelf from the blame of 
their deſtructioa. This he doth not by difown+ 
ing his law, that th wicked ſhall. di-, nor by: 
Giſowning his judgements and execution accord- 
to that law, or giving them any Hope that the 


law frall not be executed; but by proſe ſſing that 


it in not their death that he takes pleaſure in, 
but their re/urning, rather that they may live; 
Ts OR £7 : and. 
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An expreſs exhortation to the wicked to return; 


ſuade and condeſcend alſo to rea ſon the caſe with 
them, Why will they die? T he direct end of 
this exhortation is, that they may turn and live 
The ſecondary. or reſerved ends upon Tuppoſiti- i 
on that this is nat attained, are theſe two : Firk 


and this he. confirmeth to them by his oath, 2 27 


wherein God doth not only command, but per- 


to convince thern by the means which he uſed, 
that it is not long of God if they be miſerable. 
Secondly to convince them from their manifeſt 
vwilſulnefs in rejecting al! his commands and pey- 
ſuafions, that it is long of thermſeives, 2 they 
die, even becauſe they will die. 


The ſubſtance of the text doth lie in theſe þ 


obſervations Taowing ;- 


Doct. 1. tt is the unchangeable Law of 0 

_ that wicked men muſt turn er die. 

Do&@. 2. Ut is the promiſe of Cod. that the wicked 
Mall live if they ll but turn. 


Doct. 3. Cod tates pleaſure in men's conver fon | 
and Salvation, but not in their death cr dammas- | 


tion; be had rather they would return and live 
than go on and die. 

De. 4. This is a moſt certain truth, auhich be: 
' cauſe God would nit have men to queſtion, he 
bath confirmed it to them ſolemnly by bis cath., 

Do. 5. The Lord doth redouble his command: 
and per ſu a ſiont to the wicked to urn 


Doct. 6. The Lord condeſcendethto reaſon the 40% 


wit them ; and Al, the wicked why they with 
die? 


j 


"op | boa. 7. 
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2 Call to the Unconuerted. 11 
of. 3. If after all this the wicked will not turn 
it is it leng of God that they periſh, but of 
themſelves ; their own wilfulneſs it the cauſe of 
their own damn ation ; ther R _ 9 
they "will die. | 


oath, - 2. 
return; 
but per · 
eaſe with 
ct end of | 


of. Having laid the text open before 1 eyes in 


0: Firk eſe plain propoſitions, I ſhall next ſpeak ſome- 
he uſed, bat of each of them in order, though very 


tiſerable. iefly. 


2 dect. 1. Tr is the 3 10 of God, that 
and 0 1 wicked men muſt turn or die. 


bu | thels > you will altes God, believe this: There i. is 
"FF but one of theſe two ways Yor every wicked 
ao, either converſion or damnation ; I'know ) 
„ of Go ry de wicked will hardly be perſuaded either of 
w he truth or equity this: Ne wonder, if the 
uilty quarrel with the law, Few men are apt 
P believe that which they would not have to be 
e „en e, and fewer would have that to be true which 
„ apprehend to be againſt them. Bat it is 
KP live ler quarrelling with the law, or with the jadge 
2. Bhat will fave the malefactor; believing and ge. 
which be. Barding the law might have prevented his death 
eftion, he Net denying and accufing it will but haſten it. 
bis 4 2 it were not ſo, an hundred would bring their 
<tr aſon againſt the law, fur one that, would bring 
1 0 reaſon to the law, and men gould rather 
on the caſt, 
y they with 


he wick ed 


hooſe to give their reaſons why they ſhould nat 
e puniſhed, than to hear the commands and 
aſom of their governors which require them 
dea. 7. 7 
"IT 


* 


2nü 
to obey. Tbe law was not made for you to 
Judge, but that you might be ruled and judged 
N 24 it. ; 22 | 5 TE * N 1 S EL. 1 

But if there be any ſo blind as to venture to 
queſtion either the truth or the juſtice of this 
Law of God, [ſhall briefly give you that evi- 
dence of both: which, methinks, ſhould ſatisfy 


| 


Fa 


a reaſonable man, . 

And firſt, if you doubt whether this be the 
word of God or not, béſides an hundred other 
texts,, you may be ſatisfied by theſe few,— 
 Matth xvii. 3. * Verily L fay unto you, except | 
ye be converted and become as little children, 
ye cannot enter into the kingdom of God,” John 
iii. 3, * Verily, yerily, I fay unto you, Except a; 
man be born again, he cannot fee the kingdom 
of God, 2 Cor. v. 17. It a man be in Chriſt, 
he is a new Creature ; Old things are paſt as; 
way, behold all things are become new. Col. 
ini. 9. 10. Ye have put off the old man with his 
deeds, and have put on the new man, which is] 
renewed in knowledge, after the image of hig 
that created him. Heb. xii. 14. Without ho- 
_ lineſs none ſhall ſee God, Rom. viii. g 9. 80 
then they that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God 
Now if any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, he 
is none of bis.” Gal vi, 15. Far in Chriſt Je 
ſus neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nc 
unciteumciſion but a new creature.” 1 Pet, i. 3. 
«* According 10 his abundant. grace be bath be 
gotten us to lively hope. Ver. 23 Being bot 4 
again, not of corruptible ſeed. but of incorrupy ta 
tible, by che word of God, which Jiveih ws all 
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A Call to the Unconverted, "ug 


'bideth forever,” 1 Pet. ii, 1, 2. Wherefore laying 
aſide all malice, and all guile, and hypocriſtes, 


and envies, and evil ſpeaking ; as ne born babe 
Ueſire the fincere milk of the Word, that ye may 


grow thereby”. Pal, ix. 17. © The wicked ſhal\ 
be turned into bell, and all the nations hat for- 
get God.“ Pſal, xi. 4. And the Lord loveth 


| 'the righteous, but the wicked his ſoul hateth.” 


As I need not ftay to open theſe texts which 
are ſo plain, ſo I think I need not add any more 
of that multitude which fpeak the like. If thou 
be a man that doſt believe the word of God, 
here is already enough to ſatisfy thee, that the . 


wicked moſt be Converted or Condemaed. You 


are already brought ſo far, that you muſt either 
confeſs that this is true, or ſay plainly, 'you will 
not believe the word of God; And if one: you 
be come to that paſs, there is but ſmall hopes of 
you, look to yourſelves as Well as you can, for it 
is like you will not be long out of hell, You 
would be ready tofly inthe face of him that fiould 

e you the lie; and yet dare you give the lie ts 


God ? But if you tell Cod plataly you will not 


believe him blame him not if he never warn you 
more, or if he forſake you, and give you up as 


hopeleſs; for to what purpoſe ſhauld he warn 


you, if you will nst believe him? Should he £:nd 
an angel from heaven to you it ſeems you would 
not believe. For an angel can ſpeak but the 
Word of God; and if an angel ſhould bring you 
any o her goſpel: you are not to receive itt Hut 
to hd him *atcurſed, Gal. 1, 8 And ſly 
1 is nd . to b believed before the S:n ol 


14 4 Call to the — 7 


God, who came from the Father to bring us this 
docttine. It he be not to be believed; then all | 
the angels in heaven are not to b: Rlaved. And | 
it you ſtand on theſe terms with God, I ſhall 
leave you till he deal with you in a more convin- ; 
.cing way. God hath a voice that will make you 
Hear. Though he <ntreat you to hear the voice 
of his goſpel, he will make you hear the voice 
of his condemning ſentence, without intreat- 
ty: We cannot make you believe againſt your | 
wills ; But God will make you feel againſt your Þ 
wills. 

But let us hear, what reaſon you have, why 
will you not believe this Word of God, which 
tells us that the wicked muſt be Converted or Can · fo 
demned ? I know your reaſon ;.it is beczuſe that 
you judge it unlikely that God ſhould be ſo un -- 1 
merciful ; you think it cruelty co damn men '# g 
ee for. ſo ſmall a thing as a ſinful lite. 
And this leads us up to the ſecond thing, which $4 
is To. juſtify the equity of God in his laws and be 
judgements, 

And fic, 1 think you will not deny but that il ex 
is moſt ſuitable to an immortal ſeul, to be ruled 
by laws that promiſe an immortal reward andWa 
threaten an endleſs puniſhment. Otherwiſe the} i 
Jaw ſhould not ꝓe ſuited to the nature of the ſubÞ 
ject, who will not be fully ruled by any lowerff 
means than the hopes or fears ofeverlaſting things 
As it is in cafe of temporal puniſhment, if a las 
were now made that the moſt heinous crimes ſha 
be puniſhed with an hundred years captivity, thi 
* be of ſome efficacy, as being equal to on 
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g us this A Call to the Uzconverted. 15 
then all Hes. But if there bad been no other penal. ies 
ed. And before the flood, when men lived eight or nine 
„ I hall hundred years, it would not have been ſuſſcient 
e convin- ¶berauſe mea would know that they might. n We 
nake you ſo many hundred years impunity afterwards, 80 
the voice Mt is in our preſent caſe, y | 
- the voice 2. I ſuppoſe taat you will confeſs that the pro-. 
t intreat- % of an endlefs and inconceivable glory is not fo 
aint your Wutable to the wildom of God, or tae cafe of 
ainſt your Iman: And why then ſhould you not think fo of 
he threatnisg ot an endleſs and uuſpeakable mi- 
ave, why ſery 2 
xd, which 3. When you fiad it in ths Word of God that. 
ted or Con- ſo it is, and /o it uill be, do yo think yourſelves 
eczuſe that Wt to contradict this Word? Will you call your 
be ſo un- Maker to the war, and examige his word upon 
damn mea ſhe accuſation of falſehood? Will you fit upon 
1 ſinful lite. Pim, and jadge hie by the law of your conceits?” 
ing, which Ware you wiſer, and better, and righteouſer than 
s laws andy e? Mui the God of Heaven come to ſchool! 
J you to learn wiſdom ? Malt infinite wiſdom 
y but that it Earn of folly, and igfiaite Goodnefs be corrected 
to be ruled a ſwiniſh finner, that cannot keep himſelf an 
reward and pour clean? Mult the Almighty ſtand at the bar 
ther wiſe theſpf a worm ? Oh horrid arrogancy of ter.ſeleſs 
e of the ſubWulb ! ſhall ever mole, or clod; or dunghill, ac- 
any lowenWle the ſan of darkneſs, and undertake to illu- 
ſting things W'nate the world? Where were you when the 
-Dt, if a las mighty made the laws, that he did not call vou 
is crimes ſhall his counſel ; ſurely he made them before you 
:apivity, thiFerc born, without deſiriug your advice, aad'you: 
"equal to oe into the world too late for to reverſe them; 
live you could have done fo great T work, you 
Rs” B 2 ſhould 
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16 4 Call ts the Uncenverted. 


ſhould have ſtept out of your nothingueis and 


have contra dicted Chriſt when he wat on earth, or 


Moſes beſore him, or have ſaved Adam and his 
ſinſul progeny ſrom the threatned death, that ſb 


there might have been no need of Chiit! And 
what it God withdraw his patience and ſubſtenta - 


tion, and let you drop into hell while you are 
quarrelling with his word, will you then believe 


that there is an hell? 


4. If fin be ſuch an evil that it requireth the 


Death of Ghrif# for its expiation, no wonder it it 


deſerve our everiaſting miſery. 


5, And if the fin of the devil deſerved an end- 


eis corment, why not alſo the fin of man? 


6. And methinks you ſhould perccive that it is 
not. poſſibie tor the beſt of men, much leſs for the 
wicked to be competent judpes of the deſert of fin 
Alas, we are all both blind and partial, You can 
cever know fully the deſert of ſin, till you fully 
«now the evil of ſin; and you can never fully know 
the ev of fin, till you folly kuow, 1. The excel- 


ehey of the /ou! which it deformetn, 2. And 


the exceliency of holineſs which it doth obliterate 
z. Aud the reaſon and excellency of the law | 
which it violateth. 4, The excellency of the 


glory which it doth deſpiſe. And 5. The excel- 


Izncy and office of reaſon which it treadeth down 


6. No, nor till you know the infinite excellency, 
almightineſs and holiaeſs of that God againſt 
hom it is committed, When you fully know 


all theſe, you ſhall fully know the deſert of fin 


beſides, You know that ihe offender is too par- 


Judge. 


tial to judge the law, or the procceding of his 
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udge, We judge by feeling, which binds.our 


reaſon, We ſee in common wordly things that 
moſt men think the cauſe is rigkt which is their 


| own, and that all is wrong that's done apaioft 


them ; and let the moſt wiſe or juſt impartial 
ſrieads perſuade them to the contrary, and it is 
all in vain. There are few children but think 
the father is unmerciful, or dealeth hardly with 
them if he whip them. There's ſcarce the vileſt 
ſwiniſh wretch but thinketh the church doth 
wrong him if they excommunicate*kim : or ſcarce 
a thiet or murderer that is hanged, but would ac- 
cuſe the law and judge of orvelty, it that would 
ſerve their turn, 

7. Can you think that an unholy ſoul is fit for 


heaven? Alas, they cannot love God here, nor 


do him any ſervice which he can accept. They 
are contrary to God; they loath that which he 
moſt loveth, and love that which he abhorreth: 
They are uncapable of that imperie& communion 
with him which his ſaints here do partake of. 
How then can-they live in that perfect love ef 
bim, and full delights and communion with him, 
which is the bleſſedueſs of heaven? You do not 
accuſe yourſelves of unmercifulneſs, if you make 
not your enemy your bofom counjeller ? or if you 
take not your ſwine to bed and board with you: 
no, nor if you take away his life, though he never 
ſinned; and yet will you blame the abſolute 
Lord, the moſt wiſe and gracious Sovereign of 
the world, if he condemn the uncoaverted to- 
perpetual- miſery, 31 


. 
sx. 


fl except you will be converted. Should 1 tell you 
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U S k. 


[| Beieech you now all that love your ſouls,. 
that, inſtead of quarrelling with God and 
with his word, you will preſently ſtoop to it, and 
uſe it ſor your good. All you that are yet uncon- 

verted in this aſſembly, take this as the undoubted 
truth of God ; you muſt, ere long, be converted 
er condemned: there is no other way but turn ar 
die. When God, that cannot lie, hath told you. | 
this; when you hear it from the Maker and judge 
ef the wagld, it is time for him that hath ears to 
bear; by this time you may ſee what you have 
to truſt to. You are but dead and damned men 


otherwiſe I ſhould deceive you with a lie. Should- i 
I hide this from you, I-ſhould undo you, and 
be guilty of your blood, as the verſes before my 
text aſſure me, vere 8. When I ſay io the wicked. 
man, O wicked man. thou ſhalt ſurely die ? if 
thou deſi not ſpeak to warn the wicked from his. Mut i 
way, that wicked man ſhall dia in his iniquity, but 
his blaod will I require at thine hand, You ſee 
then, tho? this be a rough and unwelcome doc- 
trine, it is ſuch as we muſt preach and you muſt 
Hear. It is eaſier to hear of hell than to feel it, 
If your neceſlites did not require it, we would 
not gall youf tender ears with truths that ſeem. 
ſo barſh and grievous. Hell would nat be ſo full 
if people were but willing to know their cafe, 
and to bear and think of it. The reaſen why-. 
fo. few eſcape it is, becauſe. they ſtrive not to u- 
ter: 
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tar in at the ſtrate Gate of Converſion, and go 


he narrow way of Holineſs while they have 
time: and they firive-not, becauſe. they be not 


ouls,. Nawakened to a lively feeling of the danger they 
and 5 re in; and they be not awakened becauſe they 


con- hro' fooliſh tenderneſs and carnal felf love, and 
ubted partly becauſe they do not well believe the word 
verted that threatneth it. If you will not thoroughly 
In or Mbel'@ve. this truth, methinks the weight of it 
d you. ſnould force you to remember it, and it ſhould: 
judge follow you, and give you no reſt till you are con- 
ars to Mzzrted, If you had but once heard this word by 
have. {he voice of an angel, thou-muſi bs converted. or 
d men Mcondemned : turn, or die; Would it not flick in 
you your mind, and haunt you night and day? fo that 
hould- ia your ſinning you would rechember it, as if the 
„ and voice were til in your ears, turn or die! O hap» 
re my Ipy were your ſouls if it might thus work witk 
wicked PPou, and never be forgotten, or let you alone 
ie? if Mill it have driven home your hearts to God. — 
am his. Mut it you will eaſt it out by forgetfulneſs or un- 
ity, but. Pelief, how can it work to your converſion and 
ou ſee Walvation ? But take this with you to your ſor- 
e doc- row, tho? you may put this out of your minds, 
u muſt Mou cannot put it out of the Bible, but tbere 
feel it, ſt will liand- as a ſealed trum. which you fhall- 
would experimentally know forever, tha: there is 
t ſcem. Ino other way but turn or die. ; | | 
eſo full © O what is the matter then that the hearts of 
r cafe, {Manners be not pierced with ſuch a weighty truth? 
n why- A man would think now that every unconverted 
t to en- Paul that.bears cheſe words ſhould be. pricked 4 
tek. | | 


are [oth to hear or think of it; and that is partly 
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the heart, and think with themſelves, tis rs hau 
own caſe, and never be quiet till they found them- 
ſelves converted. Believe it, Sirs, this drowſy 
careleſs temper will not laſt long. Converſfioaſ 
and Condemnation are both of them awakening 
things. and one of them will make you feel ere 
long. I can foretell it as troly as if 1 ſaw it with 
my eyes, that either grace or hell will ſhortlyf 
bring theſe matters to the quick, and make you 
ſay, What hav: { done? what a fooliſh wnuked| 
courſe have I taken? The icornful and the ſtupid r co 
Kate of ſinners will laſt but a little while; as ſoon 
" as they either furn or die, the preſumptuous drea - It 
will be at an end, and then their wits s and feeling WF 
will return. | 


& 


UT1I foreſee there are two things that are likeWon e: 

to harden the vnconverted, and make me mort 

loſe all wy labour, except they can be taken out 
olf the way; and that is the miſunderſtandingimidd 
ot thoſe two words (The wicked) and (Turn. both 
Some will think to themſelves, it is true theſboth 
wicked muſt turn or die; but what is that to me to be 
Lam not wicked, tho' I am a ſinner, as all menWeartt 
be: Others will think, it is true that we mol not t 
turn from our evil ways, but I am turned lone The 
ago, | hope this is not now to do“. And thug bebo 
while wicked men think they are not wicked, bui praiſ 
are already converted, we loſe all out labour in him, 
perſuading them to turn, I ſhall therefore be- 
tore I go any farther, tell you here who are meant 
by the wicked; and who they be that muſt tur! 
er dic : and alſo what is meant by turning. 5 
wad 
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do they be that are truly converted: And this 
have purpoſely reſerved for this place, prefer- 
ag the method that fits my end. 
And here you may cbſerve, that in the ſenſe 
the text, a wicked man and a converted man 
e contraries. No man is a wicked man that is 
fee] ere 7 Pnveried: and no man is a converted man that is 
wit with icked; fo that to be a wicked man and to be an 
| ſhort!yMoconverted man, is all one; and therefore in 
aake you MWpening one, we ſhall open both. 

u,, Before I can tell you what either wickedneſs. 
xe ſtupid Ir convertion is, I muſt go to the bottom and 
; as ſoon etch up the matter from the beginving, | 
s dreaie It pleaſed the great Creator of the World to- 
| feeling make three fort of living creatures: Angels he 
made pure ſpirits withou fleſh, and therefore he 
mace them only for heaven, and not for todwell 
Dn earth. Brute: were made fleſh without im- 


his is ny 
nd them · 
s drowſy 
nver ſonal 
vakeningl 


& 

are like 
hake me ! 
ken out ly for earth, and not for heaven, Man is of a 
tandingſWwiddle nature, between both, as partaking of 
Turn.) 
rue the 
it to me 
all men 


both for heaven and earth. But as bis ſteſh is made 
to be but a ſervant to his ſpirit, ſo is he made for. 
earth but as his paſſage or way io heaven, and 
ve mul not that this mould be bis home or happinels.. 
d long The blefled tate that man was made for, was to 
d thug bebold the glorious majeſty of the Lord, and to 
ed, but Praiſe him among his Holy Angels, and to love 
bour it him, and be filled with his love forever. And as 
ore be] this was the end that man was made for, ſo God 
mean did give him means that were fitted to the at- 
a turn] taining of fs, Theſe means were principally. two: 
g. and ; For. 
whe 7 


£ 
= 


mortal ſouls, and therefore they were made on- 


both fleſh and ſpirit, and therefore he was made 
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i of it he contracted an inclination and love to the- 

pPllraſing of his fleſh, or carnal ſelf, by earthly 
Rings! growing ſtrange to God and acquainted: 
with the creature: And the ecurſe of this life 


ein th 


Fr the right melination and diſpcfition of th lion h 


triud of man. Secondly, The right orderin 1th de 
his life and practice. For the firſt, God ſob are be 
the diſpoſition of man unto his end, giving hin hoſe fi 
ſuch knowledge of God as was fit for his preſeniſ kink. 
Rate, and an heart diſpoſed and inclined to God all 
in holy love, But ye he did not fin or confirm 5 hen 
him in this condition, but, having made him pedy, 
free agent! he left him in the hands of his o. our 
free will. For the ſecond, God did that whichWain, 

belunged to him; that is, he gave him à pe fed re lo 
law, required him to continue in che love of God re ſe 
and perte@ly to obey him. By the wilful breach Ho c 
of this law, man did not only forfeit his hopes Gi 

of everlaſting life, but alſo turned his heart from 
God, and fixed it on theſe lower fleſhly things, 
and hereby did blot out the ſpiritual image of 
God from his ſoul; ſo that man did both fall 
{ſhort of the glory of God, which was his end, | 
and put himſelf out of the way by which he ſhould 
have attained it, and th s both as to the frame of 
tris heart, and of his life. The holy inclination' 
and love of his ſou] to God he loſt, and inſtead! 


was ſuited to the bent and inclination of his heart; 
he lived to his carnal ſelf, and not to God; he 
ſought the creature for the pleaſing of his fleſh 
inſtead of feeking to pleaſe the Lord, With 
this nature or corruptinclination we are all now 
horn into the world; for, for who- can bring 4 
clean. 
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ean thing out of an unclean ? Job xiv, 4. As 
lion ha h a fierce and cruel nature before he 
2th devour ; and an adder Hih a venemous na- 
ire before ſhe ſting, fo in our infaucy we bave 
hoſe ſinfol natures or inchnations, before we 
Fink. & ſpeak, or do amiſs, And hence ſpring- 
In all the ſin of our lives; and not only fo, but 


hedy, even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to be the Sa- 
jour of-our ſouls, and bring us back to God 3 
ain, we naturally love our preſent Rate, and 
re loth to be brought out of it, and therefore 
re ſet againſt the means of our recovery, and 


o' cuſtom hath taught us to thank Chriſt for 


dis good will, yet carnal (elf perſuadeth us to re- 
ſe his remedies, and to deſire to be excuſed when 
re are commanded to take the medicines which 
te offeretb, and are called to forſake all and fol- 
ow him to God and glory. | 
] pray you read over this leaf again, and mark 
t, for in theſe tew words you have a true de- 
cription of our natural tate, and conſequently of 
wicked man; for every man that is in this ſtate 
ff corrupted nature is a wicked man, and in a ſtate 
df death. | 
By this alſo you are prepared to underſtand . 
hat it is to be converted; to which end you muſt 
urther know, that the mercy of Gqd, not wil- 
ing that man ſhould periſh in his ſin, proviled a 
emedy, by cavſivg his Son to take our nature, 


and being, in one perſon, God and man, to be - 


ome a M:diator between God and wan, and by 


dying for our ſins on che croſs, to ranſom us from 
: | the 


24 4s call to the Unconverted. 
the curſe of God, and the power of the de 
and having thus redeemed ns, the Father | 

delivered us into his hands as his own, Herey 

on the Father and the Mediator do make a nt 

law and covenant for man, not like the 6 

which gave life to none but the pertetly obe 

ent, and condemned man for every fin ; = 

Chriſt hath made a Law of Grace, or a prom 

of Pardon and Everlaſting Life to all that, by t 
"repentance, and by faith in Chriſt, are convert 

unto God; like an act of oblivion, which is ma 

by a prince to a company of rebels, on conditi 
they will lay down arms and come in, and 
loyal ſubjects for the time to come, II. 

But, becauſe the Lord knoweth that the hei 

of man is grown ſo wicked that, for all thi 
men will not accept of the remedy if they be k 

to themſelves, thereiore the Holy Ghoſt hat 
undertaken it as his office to inſpire the Apoſt 
and ſeal up the Scriptures by miracles and wo 
ders, and to iluminate and convert the fouls 
the elect. 3 Re 
So that by this much you ſee that 2s there a 
"Three Perſons in the Trini'y, the Father, tl 
Son, and the Holy GhoR, ſo each of theſe pe 
ſons have their ſeveral works, which are en 
nently aſeribed to them. | 
The Father's work were, to create us, to rul 
us, as his rational creitures, by the law of natul 
and judge us thereby. and in mercy to provide. 
a Redeemer when we are loſt, and to lend 5 
Son and accept his ranſom. | 
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The works of the Son, for us, were rheſe : TO 
ranſom and redeem us by bis ſuffering and righte- 
ouſneſs, to give out the promiſe or law of grace, 
and rule and judge the world as their Redeemer 
on terms of grace, and to make inter ceſſion for us 


* \ hat the berefits of his death may be communi- 
A OW ated and to ſend the Holy Ghoſt (which the 
uns Weather alſo doth by the Son.) | 

"2 prou The works of the Holy Ghoſt, for us, are theſe, 
nd by To indite the koly Scriptures, by inſpiring and 
len fa oe puiding the Apoſtles and ſealing the word, by his 


miraculous gifts and works, and the il.uminating 
and exciting the ordinary miniſters of the goſpel, 
and ſo enabi ng them and helping them to pub- 


n conditit 
n, and 


Miſh that word, and by the fame word illumi- 
at the hey nating and converting the ſouls of men. So that 
or all th. you could not have been rea/onable creatures it 
N 1 the Father had not created you, nor have had any 


acceſi to Cod it the Sor: had not redeemed you, fo 
neither can you have a part of Chriſt, or be ſaved 
except the Holy Gheſt do ſanctify you. 

$0 that by this time you may jee the ſeveral 
cauſes of this work : The Father tendeth the Son 
28 there the Son redeemeth us and maketh the promiſe of 
"ather, i grace. the Holy Ghoſt inditeth and ſealeth this 
f thele peWcoſpel ; the Apokiles are the ſecretaries of the 
h are cal tpiru to write it; the preachers ot the goſpel to 
proclaim it ard periuade thzm to open it; and 
the Holy Ghoſt doth make cheir preaching ef- 
fectval, by opening the hearts of men to enter» 
tain it. And ali this to repair the image of God 
upon the toul, and to ſet the heart upon God a- 
Zain, and take it off the creature and c# ual felt 


he Apoſil 
ts and wot 
the ſouls 


us, to ru 
Wo natul 
2» provide. 
to lend b 
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to which it is revolted, and ſo to tura the cur. 


rent of the life into an heavenly courſe, which 
before was earthly ; and all this by the entertain- 


ment of Ghriſi by faith, who is the phyſician of | 


the foul, 
By this 


his which I have ſaid you may ſee what it 
is to be\wicked, and what it is to be converted; 
which, I think, will be y plainer onto you, if 1 


deſcribe them as conſiſting of their ſereral parts: 


And for the frſt, a wicked man may be known 


by theſe three things: 


Firſt, ' He is one who placeth his chief content 


on earth, and loveth the creature more than God, 


nud his fleſhly proſperity above the heavenhy fe- 
licity ; He favoureth the things of the fleſh, but 
neither diſeerneth nor favoureth the things of the 
Ipirit; though he will ſay, that heaven is better 
than earth, yet doth he not really ſo eſteem it to 
Himſelf, If he might be ſure of earth, he would 
heaven, and had rather lay here than be 


let go 


removed thitber, 


A life of perfect holineſs in 


the fight of God, and in his loye and praiſes for 


ever in heaven, doth not find ſuch liking with hit 
heart as a life of health, and wealth; and honour 

| *+here upon earth: And though he falſely proſeſt 
that he loveth Gcd above all, yet indeed he never 
Felfthe power of Divine Love within him, but 


his mind 


" Fkeres than on God. 
earth above heaven, 


is more ſet on the world or fleſhly plea- 


In 
an 


than God, is a wicked uncopverted man. 


On tbe otherſide, a converted man is illumi- 
noted to diſcern the lovelineſs of God, and ſo 


ett 


word, whoever lovethi 
fleſhly proiperity more 


fat 


the cur. 
9 a which 


ter tain 


cian of 


what it! 


verted; elce are vanity, and nothing but God can fill the 


(foul ; and therefore let the world go which way 


you, if! 
parti: 
a known 


content 
an God, 
enky fe- 


e would 
than be 


ineſs in 


aiſes for 
with hit 
honour 
proſeſi 
he never 
im, but 


y plea- 


r lovetk 


ty mort 
Y 
s illumi- 
nd fo fat 
believed 


believeth the glory that is to be had with God, 


lit than on any thing in this world. He had ra- 
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that his heart is taken up to it and ſet more upos 


ther ſee the face of God, and live in his everlaſt- 
ing love and praiſes, than have all the wealth or 
dleaſure of the world, He ſeeth that all thin 


it will, he layeth up his treaſures and hopes in 


| heaven, and for that he is reſolyed to let go all. 


As the fire doth mount upward, and the needle 


| that is touched with the loadſtone Kill tarneth 


to the north, ſo the converted ſoul is inclined 


eſn but unto God. Nothing elſe can ſatisfy him: nor 


gs of the 
is better 
em it to 


can he find any content and reſt but in his love, © - 
In a word, all that were converted do eſleem 
and love God better than all tne world, and the 
beavenly felicity is dearer to them than their 
felkly proſperity. Tire proof of what 1 have 
ſaid you may find in theſe places of Scripture, 
Phil, iii. 18. 21. Matth. vi. 19, 20, 21. Col. iii. 
1, 2, 3, 4. Rom, viii. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 18, 23. Plal. 
Ixxiii. 25, 26. | | 
Secondly, A wicked man is one that maketh it 
the principal buſineſs of his life to proſper in the 
werld, and retain his fleſhly ends, And though 
he may read, and hear, and do much in the 
outward duties of religion, and forbear diſgrace- 
fol fins, yet this is all but upon the by, and he 
never makes it the trade and principal buſineſs 
of his life to pleaſe God and attain everlaſting 


glory, and puts off God with the leavings of 


the world, and gives him no more ſervice than 
| 2 2 EES 
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the fleſh can ſpare, ſor he will not part with all gp b 
OA, OB De 
On the contrary, a converted man is one that 7 
makes it the principal care and buſineſs of hit life him 
1 pleaſe God, and to be ſaved, and takes all the My 11 
bleſſings of this life but as accommodations in his Hand 
Journey towards another life, and uſeth the crea- that 
ture in ſubordinaticn unto God; be loveth au and 
holy life, and longeth to be more holy; he hath {Myiou 
no fin but what he hateth, and longeth and pray- rigb 
eth, and ſtriseth to be rid of it, The drift and take 
bent of his life is for God, and if he fin, it it by! 
contrary to the very bent of his heart and life, Nada 
and therefore he riſes again and lamenteth it, | wor 
and dare not willfully live in any known fir, WW wor 
There is nothing in this world ſo dear to him but ¶ (air 
he can give it vp ts God, and forſake it for him Wl fait 
and the hopes of glory. All this you may ſee in ane 
Col. iii, x; 2, 2. 4, 5. Mat. vi. 20, 33. Luke xviii, he 
22, 23, 29 Luke xiv, 18, 24. 26, 27. Rom. viii. Job 
13. Gal. v. 24. Luke xii, 21. &c. 0 Phi 
Thirdly, che foul of a wicked man did never 4. 
traly diſcern and reliſh the myſery of redercp- 
tion, nor thank.vily entertain an effered Saviour, 
nor is he taken up with the love of the Redeemer, 
nor willing to be ruled by him as Phy fician of his 
foul, that he may be ſaved from the guilt and 
power of his ſins, and recovered unto God; but 
| his heart is inſenſible of this unſpeakable benefit, 
and is quite 2gainſt the healing means by which 
he ſhould be recovered. Tho' he may be willing 
da bg carmaby religious, yet he never reſigneth 
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up his ſoul to Chriſt, and to the motions and con. 
duct oſ his word and ſpirit, FL | 
on the contrary, the converted foul having felt 
himſelf undone by fin, and perceiving that he 
Whath loi his peace with God and hopes of heaven 
and is in danger of everlaſting miſery, doth 
thankfolly entertain the tidings of redemption, 
land believing in the Lord Feſus- as his only da- 
viour, reſigneth up himſelt to him for wiſdom 
righteouſneſs, ſanctif cation and redemption, He 
taketh Chriſt as the life of his ſou}, and liveth 
by him, and uſeth him as a ſalve for every ſore, 
Jadmiting the wiſdom and love of God in this 
wonderful work of man's Redemption, In a 


i word, Chriſt doth even dwell in their heart by 
him but | 


ſaith, and the life that he now liyeth is by the 
faith of the Son of God, that hath loved him, 
and gave himſelf for him, yea, it is nat ſo muck 
he that liveth, as Chriſtin him, For theſe, fee- 
Job i. 11, 12. and ii. 19. 20. Row. viii. 9. 
Phil. iii. 7, 8, 9, 10. Gal, ii. 20. Job xv. 2, 3. 
4. 1 Cor. i. 20. and ii. 2. = | 


OU fee now in plain terms, from the Word- 

of God, who are the wicked and who are 

the converted, Ignorant people think, that if 2 
man be no ſwearer, nor curſer, nor railer, nor 
| drunkard, nor fornicator, nor extortioner, nor 
wrong any body in their dealings, and if they 
come to church and ſay their prayers, theſe caa- 
not be wicked men. Or if a man that hath been 

| guilty of drunkenneſs, ſwearing or gaming, or 
the like vices, do but forbear them for the time 
rh WIS © et 
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to come, they think that this is a converted man. 
Others think if a man that hath been an enemy, 
and ſcorner at Godlineſs, do but approve it, aud 
be hated for it by the wicked, as the godly are, 
that this muſt needs be a converted man. And 
ſome are ſo fooliſh as to think that they are con- 
verted, by taking up ſome new, and falſe opini- 
on; and falling into ſome dividing party, as A- 
nabaptiſts, Quakers, Papiſts or ſuch like. Aud 
ſome think, if they have but been affrighted 
by the fears of hel}, and had convictions, and 
gripes of conſcience ; and thereupon have pur- 
. Poſed, and premiſed amendment, and take up a 
life of civil behaviour, and outward religion, 
that this muſt needs be true converſion. And 
theſe are the poor deluded fouls that are like to 
looſe the ben lt 
they hear that the wicked muſt turn or die, they 
think that this is not ſpoken to them; for they 
are not wicked but are turned already: And 
therefore it is that Chriſt told ſome of the rulers 
of the Jews who were greater and civiler than 
the eommon people, that publicans and harlots da 
go into the kingdom of Chriſt before them, Mat. xxi. 
31. Not that an harlot or groſs ſinner can be 
ſaved without converſion ; but becauſe: it was 
eafier to make theſe groſs ſinners perceive their 
fin and miſery, and the neceſſity of a ebange, 
when the eiviler ſort do delude themſelves by 
_ Winking that they are con 
they be not. | 855 $f Sel 
O Sirs, converſion is another kind of work 


wan maſt are aware of: It's not a ſmall matter 


t of all our perſuaſions: and when 
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| to bring an earthly mind to heaven, and to ſhew 


man the amiable exceilencies of God, till he be 
taken up in ſsch love to him that can never be 
quenched ; to break the keart for ſin, and make 
bim fly for refuge unto Chriſt, and thankfully 
embrace him as the life of his ſoul ; to have the 
very drift and bent ot the heart and life to be 


changed; ſo that a man renounced that whieh he 


took for his felicity, and placeth his felicity 
where he never did before ; and liveth aot to the 
fame end, and driveth not on the ſame deſign in 
the world, as formerly he did: In a word, he 
that is in Chriſt is a zew creature : old things are 
paft away, behold all things are become new, 2 
Cor, v. 17. He hath a new underſtaading, a new 
will and-refolution, new ſorrows, and deſires. 
and love, and delight; new thoughts, new ſpee · 
ches, new company (if poflible) and a new con - 
verſation. Sin, that before was a jeſting matter 
with him is now ſo odious and terribie to him, 
that he flies from it as from death. The world 

that was ſo lovely in his eyes, doth now appear 
but as vanity and vexation ; God, that was be- 

fore negi:&ed, is now the only happinels-of his 
foul: before lt was forgotten, and every luſt pre- 
ſerred before bim; but now he is ſet next the 
heart, and all things muſt give place to him: 


and the heart is taken up in the attendance and 


obſervance of him; and is grie ved when he hides 
his face; and never thinks itſelf welt without 
him. Chriſt himſelf that was wont to be ſlightly 
thought of is now his only hope and refuge, and 


he lives upon him as on his dailey bread; he 


32 J Call to the Unconvertedꝰ 

cannot pray without him, nor rejoice without 
him, nor think, nor ſpeak, nor live without bim, 
Heaven itſelf, that before was lookt upon but ax 
a tolerable reſerve, which he hoped might ſerve 
turn better than hell, when he could not ſtay any 
longer in the world, is now taken for his home, 
the place of his only hope and reſt, where he ſhall 
ſee, and love and praiſe that God that hath hiz 
heart already. Hell, that did ſeem before but as 
a bugbear to frighten men from iin, doth now 


appear to be a real miſery, that is not to be ven- 
tured on, nor jeſted with. The works of holineſs 


which before he was weary of, and ſeemed to be 


more ado than needs, are now both his recrea- 


tion, and his buſineſs, and the trade that he 
lives upon. The Bible which was before to him 
but almoſt az a common book, is now as the law 
of God; as a letter written to him from heaven, 
and f{ubſcribed with the name of the Eternal 
Majeſty, it is the rule of his thoughts, and words, 


and deeds; the commands are binding, the 


threats are dreadfol, and the promiſes of it ſpeak 
life to his ſoul. The godly that ſeemed to him 
but like other men, are now the excellenteſt and 


| happieſt on earth. And the wicked that were 


his play-fellows, are now his grief: and he that 
could laugh at their fin, is readier now to weep: 
for their fig and miſery, Pſal; xvi. 3. and xv. 3. 
Phil. iti. 18. In ſhort he bath a new end in his 
thoughts, and a new way in his endeavours, and 
therefore his heart and life is new. Before hi 
carnal ſelf was his end: and bis pleaſure and 
wordly profits and credit were his way: And 
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ow God and everlaſting glory is his end; and 
thrift, and the ſpirit, and word, and ordinances. 
Holineſs to God, and righteouſneſs and mercy 
o men; theſe are his way. Before felt was the 
hiefeſt ruler, to which the matters of God and 
onſcience muſt ſtoop and give place; and now 

od, in Chriſt, by the ſpirit, word and mini- 
iry, is the chief ruler, to whom both ſelf,” and 
all the matters of ſelf ntuit give place. So that 
this is not a change in one or two, or twenty 
points. but in the whole ſoul, and the very end 
and bent of tae converfation, A man may ſtep 
dat of one path into another, and yet have his 
ace the fame way, and be ſtill going towards 
the ſame place, but it is anothef matter to turn 
quite back again, and take his journey the clean 
ontraryiway, to a contrary place, So it is here, 
man may turn from drunkenneſs to thriſtineis, 
and forſake his good ieliowſhip, and other groſs 
diſgraceful fins, and ſet upon ſome duties of rg- 
ligion, and yet be ſtill going to the ſame end as 
de fore, intending his carnal (elf above all, and 
giving it fill the government of his ſoul, but 
when he is converted, this (elf is denied, and ta» 
ken down, and God is ſet up, and his face ts 
turned the contrary way: and he that before was 
ddicted to bimſelf, and lived to himſelf, is now 
by ſanctificatien, devoted to God, and liveth 


unto God: before he aſked himſelf, what he 


ould do with his time, his parts, and his eſtate, 


and for himſelf he uſed them: but now he aſketh 
God what he ſhall do with them, and uſeth them 
tor him. 


Before he would pleaſe Cod fo far as 
might 


chem. But now he will pleaſe God, let fleſh, ani 
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might ſland with the pleaſure of his fleſh, an!) 
carnal feif : but not to any; great diſpleaſure of | 


{elf be never ſo much diſpleaſed. This is theft. 

— change that God will make upon all that 

all be ſaved. | of 

Lou can ſay, that the Holy Ghoſt is our ſan⁰jç 
Fer, but do you know what /ardification iz? WH 
this is it that IL have now opened to you; and 
every man and woman in the world muſt havt 
this, or be condemned to everlaſting miſery 
They muſt turn er die. | 

Do you believe all this, Sirs, or do you not 
Surely you Gare not ſay, you de not: For it i 
paſt a doubt or denial : Theſe are not contro 
verſies, where one learned pious man is of on 
mind, and another of another; where oue pax 
faith this, and the other ſaith that. Papiſts au 
Anabaptiſis and every ſet among us, that def}; 
ſerve to be called Chriſtians, are all agreed ul 
this that I have ſaid; and if you will not belief 
the God of Truth, and that in a caſe where even 
ſect and party do believe him, you are utter 
inexcuſable. 
But if you do believe this, bow comes itt 
Paſs that you live ſo quietly in an unconvertec 
Rate ? do you know that you are converted? An 
can you find this wonderful change upon yo 
fouls ? Have you been thus born again and mac 
a- new? Be not theſe ſtrange matters to man 
of you, and ſuch as you never felt upon you 
{elves ? if you cannot tell the day or week 
y our change, or the very ſcrmon that convert 
_ you 


Jnconverted. 
ſhould all this be forgotten? And all this will | 
end leſs, aud ſealed up by an unchangeable d 
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cree, Eternity, eternity will be the meaſure oi wi 
your joys or ſorrows, and can this be forgotten thei 
And all this is true, Sirs, moſt certainly. true my 
When you have gone upd down a little longe and 
and flept and awakened a few times more, you will 
will be dead and gone, and find all true that noi and 
I tell you; and yet can you now fo much forgeſ pre 
it! You ſhall then remember that you heard thilfl hax 
fermon, and that this day or this place, you wer] wo 
remembered of theſe things; and perceive then and 
matters a thouſand times greater than either you 
you or I could here conceive ; and yet thall they Go 
be now ſo much forgotten? = BY Scri 
© Beloved Friends, if the Lord had not awakenelY unt 
me to believe and lay to heart theſe things y tot 
ſelf, 1 ſhould have remained in the dark and] ma. 
ſelfiih ſtate, and have periſhed for ever; but if bl hin 


bave truly made me ſenſible of them, it wil 
conſtrain me vs compaſſionate you as well as my 
ſelf. If your eyes were ſo far opened as 10 fee 
hell. and you ſaw your neighbours, that wert 
unconverted, dragged thither with hideous cries 
though they were iuch as you accounted honell 
people on earth, and feared no ſuch matter by 
theraſeves, ſuch a ſight would make you go hom 
and think of it, and think again, and make yo 
warn all abour.yuu, as that damned: wordling it 
Luk“ xvi. 28 would have had his biethret 
warne left they come tomthat place of torment 
' Why. ain is a kind of fights it is the eys ot vhe 
fou!, the evidence of things nor ſcen 1 if I be 
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lieve God, it is next to ſeeing : And therefore I 
beſeech you excuſe me, if I be half as earneſt 
with you about theſe matters, as if I had ſeen 
them, If I maſt die to-morrow, and it were in 
my power to come again from another world, 
and tell you what I had ſeen, wouly you not be 
willing to hear me? And would you not believe, 
and regard what I ſhould tell you ? if I might 
preach one /er1z07 to you after I am dead, and 
have ſeen what is done in the world to come; 
would you not have me plainly (peat the truth, 
and would you not croud to hear me, and woule 
you not lay it to heart? But this muſt not be: 
God hath his appointed wayof teaching you by 
Scripture and Minifterr, and he will not humour 
unbelievers ſo far as to ſend men from the dead 
to them, and te alter his eſtabliſhed way; if any 
man quarrel with the fun, God will not humour 
him fo far as to ſet him up a clearer light. 
Friends, I.beſeech you regard me now, as you 
would do if I ſould come from the dead to you; 
for I can give you as full aſſurance of the truth 
of what I ſay to you, as if I had been there and 
ſcen it with my eyes; for it is peflible for one 
from the dead to deceive you; but Jeſus Chriſt 
tan never deceive you; the Word ot God deli- 
vered in ſeriptùre, and fealed up by miracles, 
and holy workings of the Spirit, can never deceive 
you. Believe this, or believe nothing. Believe 
and obey this, or you are nndone, Now as ever 
you believe the word of God, and as ever you 


care for the ſalvation of your ſoule, get me beg of 


you 


you this reaſonable requeſt, and I beſeech 
| 3 ; deny 
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deny me not: That you would without any more 
delay when you are gene from hence, remember 
what you heard, and enter into an earneſt ſearch 
of your hearts, and ſay vato gowurfelives;—1t1s fo 
indeed! Muſt I turn or die! Mu I be conver- 
ted or condemned! Ir is time for me then te 
look about me, before ic be too late. O why 
did not I leck after this will cow? Why did 1 
-venturonſiy poſt eff or Rubber over fo.great a bu- 
finefs ? Was I awake, or in my wits! O bleſſed 
God, what a mercy is it that thou didſt not cut 
off my lite all this while, before l had any cer 
tain hope of Eernal Lite! Well, God forbid 
that I ſhould negie this work any longer. What 
Late is my ſeul in? Am I converted or am 1 


not? Was ever ſuch a change or work done up- | 


on my foul ? Have ] been illunfinated by the 
Word and ſpirit of the Lord, to fee the odicul- 
neſs of ſin, the need of a Saviour, the love of 
_ - Chriſt, and the excellencics of God and Glory? 
Ia my heart broken, or humbled within me, for 
my former life? Have 1 thankfully entertained 
my Saviour and Lord, that offered himſelf with 
parden and life for my ſoul ? Do l hate my for- 
.caer finful life, aad the remnant of every {in that 
is in me? Do l fly from them as my deadly ene - 
mies? Bol give up myſelf to a life of holineſs. and 
| obedience to God? Dol love it, and delight in 
it? Can I truly ſay that I am dead to the world 
and-carnal ſelf, aud that I live for God, and the 
glory which he hath promiſed? Hath heaven 
more of my gſtimation and refoiu;ion than earth? 
And is God the dearcht and higheſt in my foul? 
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Once, I am ſure, 1 lived principally to the world 
and ficſhi and God had nothing but ſome heart- 
leſs ſervices, Which the world could ſpare, and 


which were the leaving of the flech. 


Is my* 


heart now 'turacd andther way? Havel a new 
deſign and a new end, and a new trait of holy 
affictions ? Have I ſet my hopes and heart in 
heaven? And is it not the feope, and deſign, & 
bent of my heart and, to get well to heaven and 
ſee the glorious face of God and live in his love 
and praiſe? And when I fin it is apainſt the ha - 
biiuzl bent and deſign of my heart? And do 1 
conquer all groſs fins, and am I weary and -wil- 
ling to be rid of my infirmities This is the Fate. 


of unconverted fou's, 


And ths muſt be witk 


wer or I muſt periſh, fs it thus with me indeed, 
is it not? It is time to get this doubt reſolved © 


viſors the dreadful jndpe refoive it. 


Lam not 
ſuch a ſttanger to my un heart and fe, but ! 


may lome what perceive whether I am thus con- 


verted or pot: 


1f I be Bot, It will do me no good 5 


to flatter my forll with falſe conceits and hopes. 
Jam reſolved no more to deceive myſelf; but 
endeavour to know truly off or on, whether I be 


conyerted, yea or no: 


that if I be, I may re- 


joice in it, and glorify my gracions Lord, and con- 


ertebly 90 on till I reach the Crown: and if 1 ; 


am not, I may fet myſelf on, beg and ſeek after 
the Grace that ſhould convert me, and may turn 
without any more delay: For, if I find it in time 
that 1 am out of the way, by the help of Chriſt 
I may.curmmnd be recovered, but if I ſtay till 


either wy heart be forſaken-of God in blindneſs * 


3 
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or hardoeſs, or till I be catched away by death, 
it is then too late. There is no place for repen- 
tance and converſion then; 1 know it muſt be 


no or never; 


Sirs, this is my requeſt to you, that you will 
dut take your hearts to taſk, and thus examine 
them till you fee, if it may be, whether you are 
converted or not? And it you cannot find it out 
by your own endeavours, go to your Miniſters, if 
they be faithful and experie cced men, and deſire 
their aſſiſtance. The matter is great, let not 

daſhfulneſs, nor careleſſneſs higder you. They 
are ſet over you, to adviſe you, for the faving of 
Four foul, as phyſicians adviſe you {or the curing 
of your bodies. It undoes many thouſands that 
they think they are in the way to ſalvation, when 
they are not; and think that they are converted 
when it is no ſuca-thing, And then when we 
call to them daily to turn, they go away as they 


dame; and think that this concerns not them; 


lor they are turned already, and hope they ſhalt 
do well enough in the wey that they are in, at 
left if they do pick the faireſt path, and avoid 
ſome of the fouleſt Reps, when, alas, all this 
while they live but id the world, and fizſh, and: 
"are ftrangers to God and Eternal Life; and are 
quite opt of the way to heaven. And all this is 
uch becauſe we cannot peaſuade them to a few 
Frious thoughts of their condition, and ſpend a 


few hours in che examining of their ſtates: Is there 


not many a ſeli-deceiving wreich that hears me 
this day, that never beſtowed one hour, or quarter 
of an hour in all their lives, to examine their 
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ſ59!s, and try whether they are truly converted or 
not 2 O mercitul God, that will care for ſy: 
wretches that care no more for themſelves, and 
that will do ſo much to ſave them from hell, and 
help them to heaven - Who will do fo little for 
it themſelves) H all that are in the way to hell, 
and in the ſtate of damnation did but know it, 
they durſt nat contiuue in it. The greateſt hope 


that the devil hath of bringing you to damnation 


withon: a reſcue, is by keeping you blindfold, 
and ignorant cf your Rate, and making you be- 
Yeve that yon may do well enough in the way 
that you are in. If you knew that you were out 
of the way to heaven, and were loft for ever if 
you ſhould die as you are; durſt you ſleep ano - 

ther night in the flate that you are in? Durſt 
you live another day in it? Could you heartliy 
laugh, or be merry in ſuck a ſtate? What! And 
not know but you may be ſnatched away to hell 
in an hour ! Sure it would conſtrain you to for- 


lake your former compay and courfes ; and be- 4 


take yourſelves to the ways. of holineſs, and 
the communion of the ſaints. Sore it would drive - 
you to cry. to God for a new heart, and to ſeex 
help of thoſe that are fit to counſel yon. There 
ate none of you ſure that cares not for being dam 

ned. Well, then, I beſeech you preſently make 
enquiry into your hearts, and give them no reit 
till. you find out your condition, that if it be good 
yon may rejoice in it; and goon; and if it be 
bad, you may preſently look about you fo reco- 
very, as men that believe they muſt f or die. 


What ſay you, Sirs? Will you refoive and pro- 
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A Call to the Unconverted 
miſe to be at thus much labour tor your ow! 
foals ? Will you fall upon this felf-examination 


when you come home? Is my requeſt unreaſon- 


able? Your conſciences know it is not. Reſolve 
on it then, before you ſtir ; knowing bow much 
it concerneth your ſouls. I beſeech you ſor the 
ſake of that God that doth command you, at 
whoſe bar you will ſhortly 
not deny me this unreaſonable requeſt. For the 
Jake of thoſe.ſouls-that muſt turn or die, I Be- 


leech you. deny me not; even to make it your 
_ buſineſs te underſtand your own conditions, and. 


| build upon ſure ground, and know, off or on, 


whether you are converted or no; and venture 


not yout ſouls on negligent ſecurity. 


But perhaps you will ſay, What if we ſhould 
W find ourſelves yet unconverted, what ſhall we do 
then? this queſtion leadeth me to my ſecond 
Doctrine; which will do much to the anſwering: 


of it, to which I ſhall-now-proceed, * 


DoR. 2. [tis the promiſ of GON; that the wicked 


| Shall Live, if they well but Turn, Un- 
 fergnedly and. Thoroughly Turn. 


E Lord here profeſſeth that this iv it that 
he takes pleaſure in, that the wicked ars 


and live. Heaven is made as ſure to the con- 


verted, as hell is to the unconverted. Tarn an 
live, is as certain a truth as Terr or die. Cod. 
was not bound to provide us a Saviour, nor op 
to us a Door of Hope, nor call to us to Repent 


pear, tbat you will, 


Turn, when once we had caſt ourſel ret anayBy-. 


* 
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bn. But he hath freely done it to magnify his 
merey: Sinners, there are none of you ſhall have 
tauſe to go home, and ſay i preach deſparation. - 
o you.. Do we uſe to ſhut the door of mercy 


againſt you? O that you would nor ſhut it up- 


aginſt yourſelvey} Do we uſe to tell. you that 
God will have nd mercy on you, though yow 
turn and be ſandified ? Mhen did you ever hear 
a preacher ſay ſuch a word? Yowthat bark at the. 


preachers of the goſpel for deſiring to keep you 


out of hell; and fay, that they preach deſpara- 
ti z; tell me if you can, when did you ever hear 
any ſober man ſay, That there is no hope for 
you though yon repent, and be conver:ed ? No, 
it is the clean cone ary that we daily proclaim 


from the Lord; and whoever is born again, and 


by faith and repentance doth become anew crea» 
ture, ſhall certainly be ſaved, and. ſo far are Wwe 
from perſuading vou: to deſpair of this, that we 
per ſuade you not to make any doubtoſft. It ts life, 
not death, that is the firfi part of our meſſage te 
you; our commiſſion is to offer ſalvation ; certain 
falvation : a ſpeedy, glorious, everlaſtiog ſalva- 
vation, to every one of yon: To the pooreſt beg 
gar, as well as thi greateſt lord: to the worſt 
of you, even to drunkards, ſwearery, wordlings, 
thieves, yea to the deſpiſers andteproachers of 
the holy way of ſalvation, We are commanded 
by the Lord our Maſter, to offer you a pardon 
for all that jp paſt, if you will but now at laſt 
return and live; we are commanded to beſeech 


and intreat you to accept the offer, and return 


1 tell you what preparation. is made by Chriſt :; 


* N 
*. Ps ; 
x ? 


What 
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44% tall ts the Unconvertedlt 
what mercy ſtays for you; what patience wat 
ath on you; what thoughts of kindneſs Got 
bath towards you: and how happy, and cer 
 tainly and unipeakably happy you may bz if you 
will, We have indeed alſo a meſſige of wrath 
end death: yea, of 2 twofold ꝓrath and death; 


dut neither of them is our principal meſſige 
We muſt tell you of the wrath that is on you al. 


ready, and the death that you are born under, 00 
for the breach of the law of works, but this is ot 9 
hut to ſhew you the need of merey, and-to pro. es 
voke you to eſteem the Grate of the Redee cer. 110 0 
And we tell you nothing but the truth which [[- 
you muſt know ; for who will ſeek ovt for phy- . 
fic, that knows not that he is ſick? Our teliing * 8 


you of your miſzry, is not it that makes you mi- 4d 
ſerable, but driveth you out to ſeek for mercy.” 1 
it is you that have brought this death upon your- 
felves,” We tell you alfo of another death, even 
remedile's, and much greater torment, that will 
fall on thoſe that will not be converted But as 
- this is true, and muſt be told you; fo it is but 
the laſt and ſaddeſt part of our meſſage. - We. 
are firſt to offer youmercy, if you will turn, aud 
it is only thoſe that will not turn, nor hear the 
voice of mercy, that we muſt fortell damnation 
to. Will you but caſt away your tranſgreſſions - 
delay no longer, but come away at rhe call of 
Chriſt, and be converted, and become new 
creatures, and we have nota word of damning fen 
vrath, or deatk to ſpeak againſt you. I do here | 
in the name of the Lord of Life; proclaim to you 


5 NG hear me this ar. to the worſt of you, 
e 
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> the greateſt, to the oldeſt ſinner, that you 
Shay have mercy and falvation, it you will bur 
urn. There is mercy in God, there is ſuflici- 
vey in the ſatisfaQion of Chriſt, the promiſe id 
be if yes. and full, and univerfal ; you may have 
of wratile. if you will but turn. But then, azyou love 
d death Neur ſouls, remember what turning it is that 
weffige Peripture ſpeaks of, It is not to mend the old 

„ Pouſe, but to puli down all, and build anew, 
dn Chriſt the Rock and ſure Foundation. It is 


nee wa! 
neſs Cot 
and cer 


J YOU al. 


und 1 

this * tot to mend ſome what in a carnal courſe of life, 
to p-o. Put to mortify the flelt, and live. after the Spirit. 
icecrer Nis not to ſerve the fleſh and the world, in a more 


which Neformed way, without any ſcandalous diſgraceful 
or phy. Fus, and wich a certain kind of religiouſneſs; 
telling ut it is to change your maſter, and your works, 
ou mi. nd end; and to ſet your face the contrary way, 
mercy,” End do all for the life that you never ſaw ; and 
dedicate yourſelves, and all you have, to God. 


1 F 
1 This is the change that mult be made if you will 
at wil! *. 25 . 

Butz: || Yourſelves are witneſſes now, that it is falya- 
s but ion, and not damnation, that is tht great doc- 

- We (fine I preach to you ; and the firſt part of my 
ad meſſage to you. Accept of his, and we fhall po 
r the Ino further with you; ſor we would not fo much 
ation I= affeight, or trouble you with the name of 
ons damnation, without neceſſity. 3 

11 of But if you will not be ſaved, there is n remedy 


new but damnation mult take place, For their is 
ning o middle place between the two: You mult have 
hers either lie or death ; 5 

5 8 , And 


45 A Call to the Lincenvertid. (fer, 2 
And we are not only to offer you hfe, but pd tha 
ſhew you the ground on which We do it, and ein ſſio 
you. to believe thit God doth mean, indeed; Nong 
he ſpeaks; that the promiſe is true: and/exrendWod of 
ed conditionally to yon, as well as others; aniſÞud ha 
that heaven n; no fancy, but a true felicity. ich bi 
Il yon aſk, Where it your commiſſion for thiur. ic 
eiter, among an hundred texts of ſcripture, cls of 
will ſhew it unto you in theſe few, _ Nato y 
Firſt, You ſee it here in my text, add the folhis m. 
lowing veries; and in the 18ch of Ezek, as plz; 
2s can be ſpoken: and in 1 Cor. v. 19, xvitl. 160m 2 
xXx. 21, you have the very ſum cf one commiſſidaſuſtifie 
If any man be in Chrifſt.be is a new. creature Mbink 
old things are paſt away, behold all things areal. v 
become new. And all things are of God, whoſſpſion 
hath reconciled us to hiniſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, andſhut a 
hath given to us the minifiry of reconciliation; pr al 
to wit, that God was in Chrift reconciling theſhg4. 
world unto himſelf; not imputing their treſpai- Yo 
lis to then,, aad hath committed unto us theſſſooff 
word ot reconciiiation: Now then we ave am-: hat 
# befiadors for Chriſt, as tho' God did beſeech youſ He 
by us, we pray you in Chriſt's ſiead be ye recon · Tove 
Fi{z6 unto God; fos he bath made bim to befſſii. 1 
fag for vs, who know no fin, that we might b{ſpurc 
ma de the rizkteouineſs of God in him. 80 Mari ſs en: 
Avi. 15. 16. Go ye into the world, and preach pft . 
the goſpel to every creature; he that believeth, bro! 
(that is, with ſuch a converting tainrh as is ex- Pen 
expteſſzd) and is baptized ſhall be faved ; andrer 
be that belicvethiuuet, ſhall be damned.“ AvdMept 
Luke XXV. 46 40. Thus it bchoved 9 
lu ter 
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ſter, and to rife from the dead the third day. 


ad that repentance (Willich is converſion) and 


miſſion of figs ſhould be preached in his nam- 

ong all nations.” And Adi v. 20-31.-*-T'te 
od of our fathers raiſed up jeſus, whom ye ſlew 
nd hanged on a tree, him hath God exaltcd 
i A his right hand, to be a Prince and 2 Save 
. to ive repentance. to Iſrael, and forgive- 
1 of fins.” And Act: xiii. 38, 39. Be it known 
ato For, 55 men & brethren, That thro! 
his man is preacked unto you the {orgivencts of 
ns; and by him all that believe, are juſtified 
om all things, from which you. conld not be 
tified by the law of Moſes,” And left you 
hiok this offer is reſtrained to the Jew:, fee 
al. v7. wg. For in Chriſt Jetus neither circum- 
;fion availcth any thing, nor uneirsumciſion. 
ut a new creature.“ And Luke xiv, 17. Come, 
pr all things ate now ready, And verſe 22, 


You ſee by this time that we are commanded 
0 offer life to you all, and to tell you from God, 
hat if you will turn, you may lire. 

Here you may ſafely truſt jour ſouls ; for the 

ove of God is the fountain of this offer, Job 
ii. 16. and the Blood of i, Son of God heath 


purchaſed it; the farthfuinefs and truth of God 


engaged ro make the promiſe good : miracles 


ft ſealed up the truth of it, preachers are ſent 


brough the world to proclaim it: the facra- 


nents are inſtituted and viel forthe ſ\:\2mn de- 
ery of the mercy vff:red to Peta that will ace 


ept it; and the ſpirit doth open tne heart o en» 
| tertain 


P » p BS... 
8 — 
e. | op * 
— * . 

* * 


1 ns et 
— 


a , _ | 
48 Call to the Uncon vert ed. 
tertain it, and is itſelf the earneſt of the full p 
leſſion. So that the truth of it is paſtcontroverh 
that the worſt of you all, and every one of yt 
if you will but be converted, may be ſaved. 
Indeed, if thou will needs believe that you ſh 
be ſaved without converfior, then you believe 
falfchood ; and if I ſuduld preach that to you, 
hould preack a lie: This were not to belie 
God, but the devil and your own deceitful heart 
God hath his promiſe of life, and the devil hat 
His promiſe of life, God's promiſe is, Return a! 
ive. The devil's promiſe is, Tow ſpall live aui 
"ther you turn or not, The words of God are at 
Have ſhewed you. Except ye be converted and þ 
come as liftle children, ye cannot enter into t| 
kingdom of heaven, Matth xviii. 3. Except a mai 
be born again, he cannot enter into the Kingdom: 
God, John i. 355 Without V/ lineſi none ſhall 
Cod, Heb. ii. 14. The devi:'s word, Tou mm 
be ſaved without being bern again and convert: 
. you may do well entugh without being holy, Cu 
doth but frighten you, he is more merciful than i 
do ar he ſaith, he will be better to to you than | 
#ord. And alas, the greateſt part of the wor. 
believe this word of the devil, before the wo 
of God; juſt as our firſt fin and milery came int. 
The world, God faith to our firſt parents, // 
eat yr ſhall die: And the devil contradicted hin 
and faith, Te /hall not die; and the woman be. 
lieveth the devil before God, So now the Lord 
faith, Turn or dis: And the devil faith, Tou ſhall 
not die. if you do but cry God's mercy at laſt. an 
give over the acts of ſin when you can prattice tn 
N | longer 
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longer.” And this is the word that the world be- 


lives. O heinous wickedneſs, to. believe the 


devil before God't © -— nh 

And yet that is not the worſt; but blaſphe- 
mioufly they call this a Believing and Trufting in 
God, when they put him in the ſhape of Satan, 
who was a lyar from the beginning; and when 
they believe that the Word of God is a lie, they 
call this a Tru/ting God, and fay they believe in 
him, and truſt on him for ſalvation : Where did 
ever Ged ſay, That the unregenerate, uncon- 
yerted, unſanctified, ſhall be faved ? Shew ſuch a 
word in ſcripture,” I challenge you if you can. 


Why this js the devil's word, and to beheve it, is 


to believe the devil, and the lin thgt is commonly 
called preſumption ; and do you call this a Be- 


lieving and Truſting in Cod? There 1s enough in | 


the Word of God to comfort and firengthen the 


hearts of the ſanQified; but mot a word te 


ſtrengthen the hands of wickedveſs, nor to give 
men the leaſt hope of being ſaved, though they 
be never ſanftified, e 

But if you will turn, and come into the way 
of mercy, the mercy of the Lord is ready to en- 
tertain you. Then truſt God tor ſalvation bold- 


ly and confidently ; for be is engaged by his word 


to ſave you. He will be a father to none but his 
children, and he will fave none but thoſe that 
foriak the world, the devil, and the fleſh, and 
come into his family to be members of his Son, 
and have communion with his ſaints. But if 


' they will not come in it is long of themſelves: 


- he 


His doors are open; he keeps none back 
gn Wo never 


+ 
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80 * call to the. en _ 
never ſent fuch a meſſenger As this to any of you; 2 
n it now too late: I will not receive thee, though ps 

| . Fhou be converted. He might haye done fo, and i ©* 
done you no wrong but he did not: he doth not uu 
to this day: He is ſtill ready: to receive you, if bs 
vos were but ready unfeignedly, and with all your ah 
Wi Heart to turn. And the fulneſs of this truth will 49 
_ yet more appear in the two following Dod&arines, 
i which I ſhall therefore next proceed to, before 0 
11 make any further application of this, 


Do . 3. Ged taketh Pleafure in Mien. Conver ſon 
A42᷑za d Salvatien, but not in their Death - 
or Damnation : He bad rather they 


bh © would Return and Live, than go en a 
and Die. = 
WI 6 ach as ew rn eden abs, | 
lt and then clear. up the truth of it to you : 5 
And for the firſt, you muſt obſerve theſe follow · 


* things; t. le willi 7 or complacency 
bs og fl act ea dellogiag the . ap 
prebenfion of the underſtanding, before it proceed- 
eth ta compare things together; but the chooſing. 
act of the will is a following an, and N 
|. the aring practical act of the wnderſlandi 
1 4 Weit _—_ may be often carried to dene 
tif 41785 without apy fault at all in the perſon. 
2 An unfeigned wiflingneſs may have divers 
degrees: ſome things I am ſo far willing of as 
_ that I will do all that lyeth in my power to ac- 
compliſh it, and ſome things I am truly willing 
cher ſhould do, when yet Lol: not do all that 
ever 


— 
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though ever I am able to prochre it, having many rezſons 
fo, ang to difſuade me therefrom, though yet 1 will do al ; 
oth not that beloogs to meſto do, | 
rou, if 3. The will of a Ruler, as ſuch, is matifeſtel 
all your in rating and executing law} ; but the will of a 
| mus in his fizeple natural capacity, or as objoluts : 
lord of his own, is mauiſeſted in defiting or re- 
Bo ſolving bf events. - | 
en A ruler's will, as Law: giver, is bt, 284 | 
principally that hir re 6 2 obeyed: and not at al 
wer hon that the penalty be exscuted on any, but only on 
Dear ſuppoſition that they / not obey bis priple ; but 
or they a ruler't will, as judge, iuppoſerh the Jaw already 
either kept orbroken. and therefore he reſslveth 
on reward or puniſnment accordialy. - 
I Having given you thoſe netrſſ ry Aihin ion, 7 
d this, 1 (hall next apply them te the caſe in hand, in i 


u: theſe following propoſitions: h 
ollow- 1. It is the %% of the word and creatures, hat 
[acency in this life we muſt know God, and ſo according } 
le 40. to the nature of man we aſeribe to him ænderſtand - 
oceed- ing and will,” removing all the imperfe&:ons that - 


boofong bo guive becauſe we are capable of u highs -vz 
poſeth politive conceptions of hit: 
* And on the ſame grounds we do, with the 2 


mo ſcripture diſtinguiſh between the act: of God's 
rſon. vill, as diverbfied from the reſpects or (he objects, 4 
divers tho' as to God's effence they are all one. = 
of as 3. And ihe boldlier, becauſe that when we 0 
o ac- ſpeak of Chrift, we have the more ground for ijt 1 
rilling from his human nature. = 
{ that 4. And thus we ſay, that the / imple complaceng, 1 
ever will or love of God is 10 al that is nature or 
155 ; > E 2 . 3 


.< 
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orally good, according to the nature and degree of 
ts goodneſs, and fo he hath pleaſure in the con- 
Verſion and ſalvation of all, which yet will never 
come to paſs. 

5. And God, as Ruler and, Law. givet of the 
world, had fo far a practical will for their ſalva- 
tion; as to make them a free deed of gift of 

Chriſt and Life, and an a& of oblivion for all 
their fins, ſo be it they will not unthankfully re- 
ject it, and to command his meſſengers to offer this 
gift to all the world, and perſuade them to ac- 
cept. And ſo he doth all that, as Law giver or 
Promiſer, belong: to bim to do for theit n. 
on. 

6. But yet he refolenth, as 10 chat 
they that will not turn ſhall die; and as judge, 
when their day of grace is 3b, he will Execute 

that decree, 
7. So that he thys unfeignedly willeth the 
converſion of thoſe that never will be converted, 
but not as abſolute Lord with the fulleſt efficaci- 
ous reſolution, nor as a thing which he teſolveth 
mall undoubtedly come to paſs, or wobld engage 

all his power to accompliſn. It is in the power 
olf a Prince to ſet a guard upon a murderer, to 
ſee that lie ſhall not murder and be hanged ; but 
it, apon good reaſon, he forbear this, and do 
but ſend to his ſubjecte, and warn and intreat 
them not to be murderers, I hope he may well 
lay that be would not have them murder and be 
| hanged ; he takes no pleaſure in it, but father 
that they forbear and live; and if he do more 


1188 lor lope, upon ſome ſpecial reaſon, he is por 


bound 


Zepree of 
the con- 
ill never 


of the 
ir ſalva. 
gift of 
lor all 
ully re 
{Fer this 
to ac- 
river or 
ſalvati · 
» that 
Judge, 
Jecute 


th the 
rerted, 
fficaci- 
viveth 
agage 
Power 
, to 
; bur 
d do 
ureat 
well 
nd be 
ather 
More 
| Bot 
ound 


| A Call to the Urconvertes. 
bound to do ſo by all. The King may well ſay 
to all murderers and felons in the land, T have 
no pleaſure in your death, but rather that you 
would obey my laws and live, but if you will 
not, 1 am reſolved, for all this, that theu malt 
die.“ The judge may truly ſay to the thief, or a 
murderer, Alas man, I bave no delight ig thy - 
death; 1 had rather thou hadſt kept; the law and 
ſaved thy life : but ſeeing chou haſt not, I muſt 
coudemn-rhee, or elſe | ſhould be wurjuſt.* 80 
tho! God have no pleaſure in your damnation. 
and therefore calls upon you to return and live, 
yet he hath pleaſure of the demonſtration of his 
own juſtice, and the executing his laws, and 
therefore he is, for all this, fully reſolved, that 
if you will not be converted, you mall be con- 
demned. If God were fo much againſt the death ' 
of-the wicked, as that he were reſolved to do all 
that he can to hinder it, then no man ſhonld be 
condemned, whereas Chriſt telleth you, that few 
will be ſaved. But ſo far God is againſt your 
damuation, as that he will teach you, and warn 
you, and ſet before you life and death, and of- 
fer you your choice, and command his Miniſters 
to intreat you not to damn yourſelves,” but -ac- 
cept-bis-mercy» and ſo to leave you without ex- 
cule; but if this will not do, and if Rilf you de un- 
converted, he profeſſ:th to you, he is cefolved of * 
your damnation, and hath commanded us to ſay.” 
unto you in his name, verſe 8. O wicked man, 
thou ſhalt ſurely dic! ' And Chriſt hath little leis 
than ſworn it. over and over, witn a verily, -- 


verily,” except ye be converted, and born ga. y * 


— 


- 7 * 
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cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven, Matth. 
_ xviii, 3. John vi. 3. Mark that he faith | you 

cannot} It is in vain to hope fot it; and in vain 
to dream that God is willing of it; for it is a 
thing that cannot be. TOE 


Ia a word, you ſee then the meaning of the. 


text, that God, the great Laugiver of the world, 
doth take no pleafure in the death of the wicked, 
bur rather that they hirn and live; tho? yet he 
de reſolved that none ſhall live but thoſe that 
turn; and as a Judge even delighteth in juſtice, 
aud manifeſting his hatred of fin, though not in 
theirmiſery which they have brought upon them- 
fetves, id itſelf confidered, | e 
2. And for the proofs of the point, I ſhall be 
very brief in them, becauſe I ſuppoſe you eaſily 
believe it alreagy, x fs FE © 
I. The very gracious nature of Cod proclaimed; 
Exod. xxiv. 6, and xxvi. 6. and frequently elſe- 
where, may affure you of this; that he hath no 


pleaſure in your death. 


/ 


2. If God had more pleaſure in thy death, | 


than in thy converfion and life, he would not 
have ſu frequently commanded thee in his word, 
to turn; he would not have made thee fuch 
promiſes of life if thou wilt but turn; he would 
not have perſuaded thee to it by ſo many rea- 


fl bns. The tenor of this goſpel proveth the 


4 And his commiſſion that he hath given to 
the miniſters of the goſpel, doth fully prove it 
If God bad taken more pleaſure in thy damnati- 


Qn, than in thy converſion and ſalvation, he 
_ would 


— 


* 
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would never have charged us to offer you mercy, 
and to teach you the way of life, both publickly, 
and privately; and to intreat, and beſeech you 
to turn and live; to acquaint you with your fine, 
and tell you of your danger; and to do all 
that poſſibly we can for your converſion, and to 
continue patiently ſo doing, tho? you ſhould hate 
or abuſe us for our pain. Would God have 
done this; and appointed his ordinances for 
your good, if he had taken pleaſure in your 
death ? : 5 
4. It is proved alſo by the courſe of his provi- 
dence. If God had rather you were damned 
than converted and ſaved, he would not ſecond 
his word with his works, and entice yon by his 
daily kindneſs to himſelf, and give you all the 
mercies of this life, which are his means fo lead 
you to repentance. Rom. ii. 4. and bring you fo 
often under bis rod to force you into your wits, - 
he would not ſet fo many examples before your 


eyes, no, nor wait on yau ſo patiently as he doth © 1 : 


from day to day, and year to year. Theſe be 


not ſigus of one that taketh pleaſure in your death 


If this had been his delight, how eaſily could he 


have had thee long ago in hell? How oft, be- 


fore this, could he have catcht thee away w the 
mid of thy ſins with a eurſe. or oath; or lie in 
thy mouth, in thy ignorance, and pride, and 
ſenſuality ? When thou wert laſt in thy drunken- 


neſs, or laſt deciding the- ways of God, how ea - . 1 


ſily could he have ſtopt thy breath, and tamed 
thee with his plagues, and made thee ſober in 
another world! Alas, how ſmall a matter * * 
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tor the Almighty to rule the tongue of the pre 
Will phaneſt railer, and tie the hands of the moſt un 
1 lieious per ſecutor, or call the fury of the bitter 
if "eſt of his enemies, and make them know th 
they are but worms? If ke would but frown up- 
on thee thou wouldſt drop into thy grave. 
he gave commiſſion to ore of his angels to go and 
deftroy ten theuſand ſinners, how quickly would 
" it be done! how-eaſfily can he lay thee upon the 
Wil bed of languiſhing, and make thee lie roactng 
nl there in pain, and make thee eat the words of 
9 reproach which thou haſt ſpoken againſt his fer- 
YNants, his word, bis worſhip, and bis holy wayt, 
and make thee ſend to beg their prayers' whom 
_ thou diek deſpiſe in thy pretumption ? Haw ea · 
ily can he lay that flelk under gripes and'groans, 
and make it too weak to hold thy foul and make 
it more loathſome than the dung of the earth! 
That fleſh which now muſt have what it loves, 
and muſt not be diſpleaſed though God be dif- 
pleaſed, and muſt be humoured in meat, & drink 
and cloaths, whatever God ſay to the contrary, 
how quickly would the frowne of God cogfume 
it? When thou waſt paſſionately deferding'thy , 
fin, and quarelling with them that would have ll 
drawatheefrom it, and ſhe wing thy fpleenagainſt 
the reprover; aud pleading for the works of dark- 
nefs ; bow eaſily could God have fnatched thee - 
away in a moment, and fet thee before his dread- 
fol Majeſty, where thou ſhouldſt ſee ten thous - 
fand times ten thouſand glorious angels waiting 
on histhrone, and have called thee there to plead FF 
thy cauſe,-agd aſked thee,. © What. haſt thou now 'E 
. | | a 18 
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> (ay againſt thy Creator, his truth, his fervants» 
r his holy ways? Now plead thy cau'e, aud 
rake the beſt of it thou canſt? Mow what canſt 
hou ſay in excuſe of thy fins ? Now give account 
fthy wordlinels and fleſhiy life, of thy time, of 
the mercies thou halt had. O how thy tub- 
orn heart would have melted, and thy proud 
books be taken down, and thy countenance be 
ppaled, and thy ſtout words turned into ſpzeci- 
eli filence, or dreadſul cries, if God had but iet 
hee at his bar, and pleaded his own cauſe with 
hee, which thou haſt here ſo malicioufly plead- 
d apainſt ! How eaſily can he at any. time fay 
o the guilty ſoul, * come awsy and live in that 
Hh ao more till the retucreRion,” and it caandt 

fit, A word of his mouth would take off the 
poiſe of thy preſent life, and then all thy parts 
and powers would ſtand ſtill, and if he ſay unts 


hee, live no longer, or live in bell; chou couldit 


not diſobey. | | 3 
But God hath yet done none of this, but hath 

patiently forborn thee, and mercifully upheld 

ther, and give thee that breath which thou didſt 


breathe out againſt, and give thoſe mercies which 
tuou didſt ſacrifice to thy fleſh. and afforded 


thee that proviſion which thou ſpenteſt to fatis- 


fy thy greedy throat: he gave thee every mi- 


gate of that time which thou did waſte in idle - 


neſs, or drunkenneſs, or wordlineſs; and doth 


not all his patience and mercy ſhe w that he de- 
fired not thy damnarion ? Can the candle burn 
without the oil? Can your houſes ſtand without 


. 
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an hour withont the ſupport of God. And at for 
did he fo long ſupport thy life, but to ſee e as we 
thou wouldſt bethink thee of the folly of thy wafer the 
and return and live? Will any man purpolety u that 
arms into his enemies hands to reſiſt him, or h Paverte 
a candle to a murderer that is & Hing his child g and. 
or to an idle fervant that plays or fl-ept Mppenite 
while ? Surely it is to ſee whether thou wilt at Maining 
return and live, that God bath ſo long waited . C 
thee, - - . OY A have | 

$ It is further proved by the ſufferings of iſ ben g 
Son, that God taketh no pleaſure in the dealicd ye 
of the wicked: Would he have ranſomed them on 
from death at fo dear a rate ? Would be b. 


Fat! e 
aſtoniſhed angels and men by his condeſcenſion}, J 
Would God have dwelt in fleſh. and have confleg in 


in the form of a ſervant, aad have aſſumed hi 


| pat p. 
mility into one perſon witk the Godhead ? an th f 

_ "would Chriſt have lived a life-of ſuffering, 1 _-_ 

died a curſed death for finners, if he had ratb;ljey 


taken pleaſure in their death? Suppoſe you ſaſhot p. 
him but ſo buſy in preaching or healing of theq@ach 
28 you find him in Mark iii. 21. or ſo long 
faſting as in Matth. iv. or all night ig prayer. of th. 
in Luke vi. 12. or praying with the drops of bloc 
trickling from him inſtead of ſweat, as Luke x31 
44+ on ſuffering a curfed death upon the croſi Wake 
pouring out his ſoul as a ſacrifice for our finflnjac 
Would you have thought theſe the Eizns of ou eh 
that delighteth in the death of the wicked! 

and tbink not to extenuate it by ſeying, thy 
it was only for his el:& 3 for it was thy fin, and 
ide fin of albthe world that lay upon _ * 

WY ET er eemet, 
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emer, and his ſacrifice and ſatisfaction is ſuffi · 
t for all, and the fruits of it are offered to 
e as well 26 another ; but is true, that it was 
ver the intent of his mind to pardon and ſave 
that would not by faith and repentance be 
Inverted, .If you bad ſeen and heard bim weep- 
g and bemoaning the tate of diſobedience ia 
penitent people, Luke xix. 41, 42. or com · 
laining of their tubborneſs, as Matth. rim, 
O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, how oft would 
have gathered thy children together, even as 
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ings of H hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
he deaicd ye would not? Or if you had ſeen and heard 
_ 10 im on the croſs, praying for his perſeeutors 


Fat*er forgive them, for they know not what they 
0 7. would you have ſuſpected that he nad deligh- 

din the death of the wicked; even of thoſe 
hat periſh by their wilful unbelief? When God 
jath ſo loved (not only loved, but ſo loved) as 

3 give his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
elieveth in him, (by an eFeQual faith) ſhould 
ot periſh, but have eveclaſting life - I chiuk he 
th hereby proved againſt the malice ot men 
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dong head devils, that he takes no 42 in the death 


and live. 


uke 15 6. Bs all this will not yet Gatisfy you, 
e crol: take his own word, that knoweth beſt his own n 
ur * "wad, or at leaſt beliere his oath ; but this lead- 
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boa. 4. 472.4 Lind hath confirmed to us by " Oat 
'  fhat he hath no pleaſure in the death; 

the wicked, but rather that he turn ay 

live: that he may leave Man no pn 
tence 10 queſti on the truth of it, 


Ir you dare queſtion his word, I hope you dat 
not queſtion his oath, , As Chrift hath | 


converted cannot enter into the kingdom of hes 
ven, Matth xviii. 3. John iii. 3. 80 God hatt 
ſworn that his pleaſure is not in their death, by 
ia their converſion and life. 
faith, Heb- vi. 13. 16, 17, 18. 
can ſwear by no greater than himſelf,” he fait] 


greater, and an cath for confirmation is to then 
immutability of his counſel, confirmed it by a 


ſtrong e who had fled for refuge t 
lay hold on the hope ſet before us, which; 

have as an anchor of the ſoul both fure and ſted 
falt. 


the actual damnaticn of the wicked, that is bi 
own ignorance; he hath no pretence et ti 


in hand; for this is confirmed by the oath 0 


letnnly proteſted that the unregenerate and un- 


And as the Apoſt| 
% Becauie he 


„ Ag I live &c, for men verily ſwear by thi 


an end of firife : wherein God willing mor 
_ abundantly to ſhew unto the heirs of promiſe th 


oath, that by two immutable things, i in which il 
Was impottivle fo r God to lie, we might hav: 


If there be any man that cannot reconcil 
this truth with the doctrine of predeſtination, q 


queti;on or deny therefore the truth of the pin I 


God, therefore muſt not be diſtorted, to redue 
| | — 
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to other points: but doubtful points mull rather 
be reduced to it, and certain truths mutt be be- 
lieved to agree with it, though our ſhallow brains 
do hardly difcern the agreement. 
U--S BK. 

Do now inireat thee, if thou be an unconvee- 

ted ſinner that heareſt theſe words, that thou 
wouldſt ponder a little upon the ſorementioned 
docteines, and bethink thyſelf a while, who it is 
that takes pleaſure in thy tin, and daranation ? 
Certainiy, it is not God: he hath (worn for his 
part, that he takes no pleaſure in it. And | know 


it is not the picaling of him that you intend. 


You dare not ſay, that you driak, and (wear, and 
neglect holy duties, and quench. the motions of 
the ſpirit, to pleaſe God, That were as if you 
ſhould reproach the prince, and break his laws, 
and ſeek his death, and ſay, you did all this to 
pleaſe him. 

Who is it then that takes pleaſure in your ſia 
and death? Not any that bear the image of God, 


for they muſt be like minded to him. God knows 


it is ſmall pleaſure to your faithful teachers to 
tee you ſerve your deadly enemy, and madly ven- 
ture your eternal ſtate, and wilfully run into the 
flames of hell. It is imall pleaſure to them to ſee 
upon your ſouis (ia the ſad effects) ſuch blind- 
neſs, and hard hearredneſs, and careleſsneſs, & 
preſumption; ſuch wilfuineſs ia evil and ſuch 
unteachablenefs and ſtiffneſs againſt the ways of 


life and peace; they know iheſe are marks of 


ee and of the wrath of God, and they kuow 


from the word of God what is like to he the end 
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cf them, and therefore it is no more pleaſure 
them than to a tender phyſician to ſee the plagy 
marks break out upon his patient. Alas, to for 
ſee your everlaſting . torments, and krow 
how to prevent them ! To ſee how near you: 
to hell, and we cannot make you believe it 
conſider it. To fee how eafily, how certait 
you might elcape, it we knew but how io ma 
you willirg ! How fair you are for everlaſlic 
falvation, if you would but turn and do 50 
beſt and make it the care and buſineſi of yo! 
JIives / but you will nor do it ; it our lives lay 
it we cannot perſuade you to it 
and night what to ſay tc you, that may convn 
Dou and perſuade you, and yet it is undone 
lay before you the word of God, and ſhew 5 
the very chapter and verſe where it is writte 
that you cannot be ſaved except you be conver 
and yet we leave the moſt of you as we find ye 
We hope you will believe the word of God, . 
you believe not vs, and regard it when we (h: 
you the plain tcripture for it; but we hope 
vain, and labour in vain as to any fav 
change upon your hearts, Aod do 
think that this is a pleaſant thing to us: 
ny a time, in ſecret prayer, we are fain to co 
| plain to God with ſad hearts. (“ Alas, Li 
we have ſpoken to them in thy name, but i 
little regard us: We have told them what th 
didit us tell them concerning the danger of 
unconverted ſtate, hut they do not believe 
we have told them that thou haſt proteſted t 
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ere is n peace o the wicked,” Ia xiviil, 2. 
nd Ivii, 21. But the worſt of them all will 


. 
zleaſure 


he plaguarce believe that they are wicked: we have 
is, to fob wed them thy word, waere thou haſt (iQ, 
kt o Sat if they live after the flaſh they ſha.l die.“ 
ar you alam. viii. 13. But they lay, they will believe 
eve it all thee when they will not believe thee, and 
" certanſ.a: they will truſt in thee, v hen they give no 
Vio miſgtedit ro thy word; and when they hope that 
everlalie threatnings of thy word are falfe, they will 
| do youfe: call this a hoping in God ; and though we 
eſs of yoſh-w them where thou haſt ſaid, that when a 
ves lay icked man dieth all his hopes p-r'iſh yer 
ſtudy dÞinnot we perſuade them from their deceitful 
y conviiioges ”' Prov. xi 7 We tell them what a baſe 
done; norofitable thing fin is, but they love it, and 
ſhe w Merefore will not leave it, We tell them how dear 
s writte hey buy this pleaſure, and what they mull pay 
* Converiliiay it in cverlaſting torment, and they bleſs 
e find yolllhemſclves and will not believe it, but will do as 
God, ihe moſt do; and becauſe God is mercitul, they 
n we (hill not believe him, but will venture their ſouls, 
e hope Wome on it what will, We tell them how rea- 
oy, (avis the Lord is to receive them. and chis doth but 
0 


nake them delay their repentance and be bolder 
i their fin. Some of them ſay they purpoſe to 
epent, bat they ate ſtil} the ſame ;; and tome ſay 
hey do repent already, while yet they are not 
MWorverted from their fins. We ex nort them, 
what le intreat them, we offer them our help, hut we 
ger 0! Wannot prevail with them: but they that were 
elieve Wrunkards, are drunkards Rill; and they that 
teſted 'Wicre voluptuous fleſh pleaſiug wretcbes, are ſuch 
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Hill; and they that were wordlings, are word. 
Ungs ſtill; & chey that werz ignorant, and proud, 
& ſell conceited, are fo fil Few of them wall ſee 
and confels their fin, and fewer will forſake it, but 
comfort themſelves, that all men are finners, az 
if there were no difference between à converted 
fianer and an unconverted: Some of then will 


not come near us, when we ate willing to inſtruct 


them, but they know encugh already, and need 
ut our inſtruction; and ſome of them will gire 
us the Bearing and do what they liſt; and moſt 
of them are J:tke dead men that cannot feel; fo 
that when ve tell them of the matters of cver - 
laſting conſt que we, we cannot get a word of it 
do their hearts, If we do not obey them, and 
Ronour them in baptiſing the ckildren of the moſt 
Gbttinately wicked, and giving them the Lord's 
Supper, and doing all that they would have us, 


_... dhovph never ſo muck againſt the Werd of God, 


they will hate us, and rail at u:; but if we be- 
ſ:ech them to cenſeſs, and {orfake their fin, and 
faye their ſouls, they will not do it, We tell 
them if they will but turn, we will deny them 
none of the Ordinances of God, neither baptitm, 
to their children. nor the Lord's it:ppere to them- 
ſelves, but they will not hear us: tdey would have 
us to difobey God, aud damu cur 67D tovls. to 
pleaſe them; anda yet they will not turn and fave 
their own ſouls to pleaſe God They ate wiſer 


in their own eyes than all their teachers, they 
rage and are confident in their own way, and if 
we would never ſo fain we cannot charge them, 
Lord, this is the cafe of our met able gei gh boure, 

ans 
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and we cannot help it; we fee them ready to 
drop into heil, and we cannot help it; we know 
if they would onfeignedly turn, they mighr be 
ſaved, but we cannot perſuade them; if we 
ſhould beg it of them on our knees, we cannot 
perſuade them to it, if we ſhould beg it of them 
with tears, we cannot perſuace them; and what 
more can we do?“ | EE 

Theſe are the ſecre* complaints and moans 
that many a poor miniſter is fain to make. And 
do you think that ke hath any pleaſure in his? 
Is it a pleaſure to him to ſee you go on in fin, 


and cannot ſtop you ? to ſee you ſo miſerable, 


and cannot ſo much as make you [enſible of it 
to ſee you merry, when you are not ſure to be an 
hour out of hell? to think what you muſt tor e- 
ver ſuffer, becauſe ye will not turn? and to 
think what an everlaſting life of glory you wil - 
fully defpife and caſt away? What ſadder thing 
can you bring to their hearts, and how can you 
deviſe to grieve them more! 

Wbo is it then that you pleaſure by your ſin 
and death? It is none of your underſtanding 
godly friends. Alas, it is the grief of their fouls 
to ſee your miſery, and they lament y-u many 
a time when you give them little thanks tor it, 
and when you have not hearts to lamznt your- 
ſelves, 

Who is it then that takes pleaſure in you fin ? 
It js none but three great ene n es of God, «„ 0:1 
you renounced in your baptiſm, and now a 
turned fal:ely to ier ve 
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1. The devil indeed takes pleaſure iu your fin 
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and death: For this is the very end of all his 


temptations 3 for this he watches night and day; 
you cannot deviſe to pleaſe him better «han to go 
on in fin: How glad is he when he fees thee 
going into the alehoſe, or other fin, and when 
he heare th thee curſe, or ſwear, or rail? How 
glad is he when he heareth thee revile the Mi- 
niſter that would draw thee from thy ſin, and 
help to fave thee ? Theſe are bis delight, 
2. The wicked are alſo delighted in it, for it 
is agreeable to their nature. : | 
3. But i know, for all this, that it is nor. the 
pleaſing of the Devil, that you intend, even when 
you pleaſe him; butit is your own fl:{h, the 
createſt and meſt dangeron enemy that you 
iutend to pleaſe, it is the flcſh that would be 
pampered, that would be pleaſed in meat and 
drink, and cloathing ; that would be pleaſed in 
your company, and pleaſed in applauſe and cre- 
dit with the world,” and pleaſed in ſports and 
luſts, and idleneſs; this is the gulph that de- 
voureth all. This is the very God that you ſerve .. 


{for the ſcripture ſaith of ſuch, hat Weir bellies 


1 


are their gods, Phil, iii. 18. But I beſcech you 


of 


i 4 


lay a litile and confider the buſineſs. 

1. Pueft. Should your fleſh be ple aſed before 
your Maker? Will you diſpleaſe the Lord, and 
diipleaſe your Teacher, and your godly Friends, 
and all to pleaſe your brutiſh appetites, or ſen- 
ſual deſires? Ts not God worthy to be the Ru- 
ler of your fleſh? It he ſhall not rule it, he will 
not ſave it; you cannot in reaſon expect that he 
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2. Oueſt, Your fleſh is plealed with your fin x 
ut is your conſcience plesſcd? Dath not it 
cud ge within you, and tell you ſometimes that 
11 is not well, and that your caſe is not fo tafe 


le fl:th ? 


thit love the hook ? It loves the ſtrong drink 
ad ſweet morſels; it loves its eaſe, and ſports, 
ad merriment ; it loves to be rich and well ſp9- 
n of by men, and to be ſomebody in the world; 


t doth it love the curſe of God? doth it love 


ftand trerabliog before his bar, and to be 
aged to everlaſting fire? Doth it love to be 
mate with the devils forever? Take all to. 
ther ; for there is no ſeparating fin, and hell, 
it on'y by faith and true converſion ; if you 
il ke-p one, you muſt have the other, If 
th and hell be plealant to thee no wonder 
en if yov go on in ſin: But if they be not (28 
am ture they be not) then What i 114 be never 
pleaſant, is it worth the Joſs of life eternal? 
a little drink, or meat, or eaſe; is the good 
rd of ſinner is the riches of this world to 
valued above the joys of heaven? Or are they 


eſtions ſhould be conſidered defore you go a- 
further, by every man that hath reaſon to 


Jloſe. | | 
Well, the Lord here ſweareth that Le hath 
| ng 


z yor make it to be; and ſhould not your ſouls 
nd conſciences be pleaſed before that corrupti- 


Queſt. But is not your fleſh preparing for 
s own diſpleaſure aiſo? It loves the bait, out 
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th the ſufferings of eternal fire? Sirs, theſe 


ſider, and that believes he hath a ſoul to {ave 


not the wit, the hearts the grace, to hearken to 


words of God. Is there ever a man or woma 
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no pleaſure in your death, but rather that you 

would turn and liye; if yet you will go on and thou 
die rather than turn, remembet it was not to 0 
pleaſe God that you did it; it was to pleaſe the *& 
world, and to pleaſe yourſelves And if men. 
will damn themſelves to pleaſe themſelves, and 
run into endleſs torments for delipht, and have 


ſend 


from 
turn 
hear, 
nal N 
thunc 


God, or may, that would reclaim them, what At 


remedy but they muſt take what they get by it, vi 
and repent it in another manner, when it is too 4 
late! Before I proceed any further in the appli oY ” 
cation, I ſhall come to the next doctrine; which 6d 
giveth we a fuller ground for it, 


mm 
hee, 

bend 
hoa r 
il, at 


Doct. 5. So carne is Cod for the converſion 0 
 finners, that he doubleth his com: 

mands, and exhortations with vebe 

mency: Turn ye, turn ye, why wil 

you die? 


"T* HIS docrine ic the application of the for, 

mer, as by a uſe of exhortation, and ac 
cordingly I fhail handle it, Is there ever an un 
converted ſinner that heareth theſe veheme 


in this aſſembly that is yet a ſtranger to the re 
newing fanQ:'ying work of the Holy Gholt ? (4 
is an happy :fi-mbiy, if it be not fo With 
moſt) hearken then to the voice of your Makes 
and turn to him by Cacifſt without delay. Won 
you know the will of God? Why this is his wi 
that you preſently turn, Ska!! the living 2 
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ſend ſo earneſt a meſſage to his creatures, and 
ſhould they not obey ? 2. Hearken then all you 
that live atter tte fleſh ; the lord that gave the: 
thy breath and being bath ſent a meſſage to thee 
from heaven ; ard this is his meſſage, turn ye, 
turn ye, awhy will you die He that hath ears to 
hear, let him hear. Shall the voice of the eter- 
nal Majeſty be neglected? it ke do but terribiy 
thunder, thou art,atraid. O but this voice doth 
more nearly concern thee, If he did but tell 
hee, thou ſhalt die co-morrow; thou wenldſt not 
wake light of it, O but this word concerneth 
thy life or death everlaſtigg. It is both a. 
Mmmand and an exhortation. At if he ſaid to 
hee, [“ 1 charge.thee vpcn the allegiance that 
hon uweſt to me thy Creator and Redeemer, that 
hog renounce the flech, the world, and the De- 
1, and zurn to mae that thou mayeſt Jive, f 
ondeſc:nd to intreat thee, as thou either loveſt 

r tearet him that made thee; as thou loveſt 
ain own lite, even thine everlaſting lite, turn 
24 live : as ever thou would efcape eternal mi- 
i ; turn, ua, for why win ou dic 22 
nd is there a heart in man, in à reaſonabie 
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uch a command, ſuch an exhortation as thu! 
* Bat a thing then is the heart of man! 
Hearken then all that love zourſelegs, and all 
Antiegerd your Own tealvaiton ; here 8 the joy» 
ful f mne f. e Lact ever was ſent to the ears of 
an. Turn ye, turn ye, Why will ycu die?“ 
Lou are net yet ſhut up under deſperation, Here 
i mercy cfketed you; turn agd vou ſhall have it. 


reature, that can once retuſe ſuch a teſſage. 
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0 irs, with waat glad and joyful hearts ſhould 


yon tecei ye theſ- tidings ! 1 kaow this is dot the live 
ficlt time that you have heard it; but how have die 
you regarded it, or bow do you regard it now? \ 
Hear all you ignorant, careleſs ſinners, the word, reſc 
of the Lord ! Hear all you wordlings, you ſen- Ha 
ſual fleſh pleaſers; you gluttons, and dronkards the 
and waoremonpgers, and ſwearers; you Trailers Go! 
and back birers flanderers and Iyars; Turn ear 
ye, turn ye. why will you die ? ſee! 
_ Hear, all you cold and outſide profeſſors, and wh 
all that are ſtrangers to the life of Chriſt, and cær 
ne ver knew the power of bis croſs and reſurtec at 
tion, and never felt your hearts war ned with his tha 
love, and live not on him as the ſtrength of your plc 
ſouls; Turn ye, turn ye, wiy will you die?” fire 
Hear, all that are void of the love of God, th: 
Whole hearts are not toward him, nor taken up be 
with the hopes of glory, but ſet more by your lat 
earthly profperity and delights, than by the joy: of 
of heaven; all you that are religious but a little WI 
by the by, and give God no more than your me 
fleſh Cn (gare; hat have not denyed your car- wi 
nal ſelves, and forſaken all that you have ſot 
Chriſt, in the eſtimation and grounded reſoluti- ma 
on of your ſouls, bat have ſome one thing in ine an 
world fo dear to you, that you cannot ſpare it tin 
for Chrifi if he required it, but will ratber ven- Wa 
ture on his diſpleature than forſake it; Turn ke 
ye. turn ye, why will zou die?“ lin 
tf you never heard it, or obſerved it before, fe} 
remember that you were told from the word of ©01 


God this day, thay if you wii bu: turn you may thy 
live; lac 
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ot the live; and if you will not turn, you ſhall ſurely 

have die. | 

now? What now will you do, firs? What is your 
word, | reſolution! Will you turn, or vill you not? 

u ſen- Halt not any longer between two opinions; Tt 
kards the Lord be God, follow him + If your fleſh be, 
railers God. then ſerve it ſtill, If heaven be better than 

Turn earth and fleſhiy pleaſures, come away then and 

ſeek a better country, and lay up your treat ure 

, and where ruſt and moths do not corrupt, and thieves 
and cannot break thro and ſteal, and be awakened 
urrec- at laſt with all your might, to ſeek the kingdom 
ith his that cannot be moved, Heb. xis, 28. and t em- 
f your ploy your li: on a higher de ſign, and turn the 

die?“ Rream of your cares, and labours another way 

God, than formerly you have done. But if earth be 
en up better than heaven, or will do more for you or 
your laſt jou loager; then keep it and make your bef- 
he joy: of it, and follow it ſtil. Sirs are you reſolved 
a little what to do? If you be not, I will ſet a few more 
your moving corfiderations betore you, to lee if reaton 
ir car- will make you refolve, 
ve fot Confider firſt, what preparation mercy hath | 
ſoluti- made for yo ur ſalvation: and what pity it is that I 
in the any man ſhould be damned aſter all this, The A 
bare it time was, when the flaming {word was in the 1 
r ven- way, and the curſe of God's law would have 
Turn ke pt thee back; if thou hadſt been never ſo wil- 


ling to turn to God: The time was when thy- 

before, (elf and all the friends that thou haſt in the world 
ord of could never have pcoduced thee the pardon of 
U cOay thy fins paſt, though thou hadſt never ſo much 
hre; | lamented and reformed them. But Chriſt aath 
l removed 
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removed this impediment, by the reaſon of bi wn 
blood. The time was that God was wholly unte rea 


congiled, as being not ſatisfied for the violatin 
of his law: But now he is fo far ſatisfied, ani the 
4 reconciled, 2s that he hath made thee a free ad ] 
i of oblivion. and a free deed of gift of Chriſt and 
ji life, and offereth it to thee, and intreateth the the 
to actept it, and it may be thine if tkou wilt 
For, „he was in Chrift reconciliog.the world tt 
himſelf, and hath committed to us the ward 0 F 
actual reconciliation,” 2 Cor. v. 18. 19. Singen or. 
we are commanded to do this meſſage to you al neg 
as ft om the Lord. Come for all things are rea. - 
&, Luke xiv. 17.) Are ail things ready, and ar: 


you vnready ? God is ready to entertain you, De 
and pardon all that you have done againſt him, Is 
if you will but coe. As long as. you have fin * 


ned as wijtully as you have ſiuned, he is read) k 
to caſl all behind his back, if you will but come ay 
Tho! you have been prodigals, and run ava 


from God, and have ſtaid ſo long, he is ready = 
even. to meet you, and embrace you in his arm, igt 


& rejoice in your converſion, if you will but turn 4 
Even the earthly. worldling, and [winiſh drunfl © 


kard, may find God ready to bid them welcom te: 
if they will but come, Doth not this tura thy l. 
heart within tbee? O ſinnerit thou have an ha 2. 
ol Beth, and not of ſtone in thee, methiaks thi * i 
ſhould melt it. Shall the dreadful infinite Ma: 2p 
jeſty of heaven, even wait for thy returning, al 1 
be ready to receive thee, who haſt abuſed hig 
and forgotten him ſo long ? Shall he n on 


| 


thy converſion, that might at any time Slorif 
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ready to come in? 
ſon to be ready to come, as God hath to invite 
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his juſtice in thy damnation, and yet doth it not 


melt thy heart within there, and art thou not yet 
Haſt thou not as much rea- 


thee, asd bid thee welcome ? 

But that's not all; Chrift hath done his part 
on the Crofs, and made ſuch way for thee to 
the Father, that on his account thou mayeſt be 
welcome, if thou wilt come. And yet art thou 
not ready ? 

A pardon is already expreſsly granted, and 
offered thee in the Goſpel, And yet art thou 
not ready? 

Tos Miniſters of the Goſpel are ready to ak 
thee, io inſtruct thee, and prunounce the abſoly- 
ing words of peace to thy foul ; they are ready 
to pray for thee, and to ſeal up thy pardon by 
the adminiſtration of the holy Sacrament, and 
yet art thou not ready ? 

Ali that tear God about thee, are ready to re- 
joice in thy conver{10n, and to rece.ve thee into 
the Communion or Saints, aud to give thee the 


right- hand of felicwſhip, yea, rhoug? thou hadſt 


been one chat had been caſt out of their ſociety ; 
they date not but forgive where God for given, 

when it is wanfeſt to them by thy confeſſion and 
amendment; they dare not fo muck as hit thee 
in the teeth with thy former fins, becauſe they 
FEn0w that God wil! not upbraid thee with them. 
It thou hadſt be:n never ſo ſcandalous, If thou 
would but k-artily be converted and come in, 
they would not refuſe thee 3; let the workd fay 
what they would againſt it, And are all theſe 

G | 
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ready to receive thee, and yet art thou not rea - 
dy to come in? 

Yea, Heavea itfelf is ready: the Lord will re- 
£eive them into the Glory ot his ſaints? as vile a 
deaſt as thou haſt been, it thou wilt but be clean- 
fed ; thou mayeſt have a place before his throne, 
His angels will be ready to guard thy ſoul to the 
place of joy, if thou do but unſeignedly come in 
And is God ready, the ſacrifice of Chriſt rea. 
dy, the promiſe ready, and pardon ready ? Are 
Miniſters ready, and the people of God ready, 
and heaven itself ready, and angels ready ?" 
And all theſe but waiting for thy converſion ; 
and yet art thou not ready ? What not ready 
to live, when thou haſt been dead ſo long? Not 
ready to come to thy right underſtanding, (as the 
Prodigal is ſaid to come to himſelf, Luke xv. 17) 
when thou baſt been beſide thyſelf fo long? Not 
ready to be ſaved, when thou art even ready to 
e condemned. Art thou not ready to lay hold 
on Chrift that would deliver thee, wheo thou 
art even ready to drown and (ink into damaati- 
on? Art thou not ready to be drawn from hell, 
When thou art even ready to be caſt remedileisly 


doſt ! If thou die unconverted, there is no doubt 
40 be made of thy damnation: And thou art 
not ſure to live an hour; And yet art thou 
Wot ready to turn and come in; O miſera- 
ble wretch ! Haſt thou not ſerved the fleſh and 
the devil long enough? Vet haſt thou not enough 
of fin? Is it ſo good to thee or profitable for thee? 
Doſt thou know what it is, that thou wouldſt 
4 | 70 
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ye! have more of it! Haſt thou had fo many calls 
and ſo many mercies, and fo taany blows, and 
ſo many examples? Hiſt thou ſeen fo many laid 
in the grave, and yet art thou not ready to let 
go thy fins, and come to Chriſt? What! after 
{o many convict ons, and gripes of conſcience, 
after ſo many purpoſes and promiſes, art thos 
not yet ready to turn and live? O that thy eyes 
thy heart were opened to know how fair an offer 
is now made to thee ! and what a joy fol meſſage 
it is that we are feat on, to bid thee come for 
all things are ready. 3 
2. Confider alſo what calls thou hait to turn 
and live, How many, how loud, how earneſt, 
how dreadful : and yet what encouraging, joy 
ful calls. 8 
For the principal iaviter, it is God himſelf, 
He that commandeth heaven and earth, com- 
mands thee to rura ; and preſently without de- 
lay to turn: He commands the fun to run its 
courſe, and to riſe upon thee every morning; 
and though it be fo glorious a creature, aud ma- 
ny a time bigger thin all the earth, yet it obey» 
eth him, and faileth not one minuit of its ap- 
pointed time. He commandeth all the planets, 
and the orby of heaven and they obey: He com- 
mandeth the ſca to ebb and flow, and the whole 
creation to keep its courſe, and all obey him: 
The angels of heaven obey his will, when he 
ſends them to miniſter to ſuch filly worms as we 
on earth, Heb. i. 14. Aud yet it he command 
but a ſinger to torn, he will not cbey him; He 
culy thinks himſelf wifer than God, and he cavils 
S 2 and 
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and pleads the cauſe of fin, and will not obey, 
If the Lord Alwighty ſay the word, the beavers 
and all therein obey him: but it he call but a 
drunkard cat of an a'eacule, he Wil not obey, 
-or if he call a woridly fleſhl!y ſuiner, to deny 
himſelf, aad mortily the fleſn, and fet his 
heart on a better inheritance be will not by. 
If thou badil any love in thee, thou weuldſt 
know the voice, and ſay, O this is my Father's 
call! How can | find in my keart to diſobey? 
For the ſhzep of Chriſt do know and hear bit 
voice, and they foilow him, and he giveth them 
eternal life,” John x. 4. If thou back any fpiri- 
tual lite and ſenſe in thee, at leaſt thou wouldft 
fay, This call is the dreadful voice of Cod, and 
who dare difohey ? For faith the prophet Atmos 
iii. 8. The lion hath roared, who will not fear? 
God is not a man, that thou ſhouideſt dally, and 
play with bim. R-: membec what he faid to Paul 
at his convef ſion, It is hard for thee to Rick againft 
the pricks, Acts ix, 5, Wilt thou yet go on and 
de{pite dis word, and refift his fpirit, and ſtop 
thine ear apainſt his cal}? Who is it that will 
dave the wen ſt of this? Doſt thou know whom 
thou difobezelt, and contendeſt with, and what 
hon art doing? It were a far wiſer and eafier 
talk for thee to contend with the thorns, and 
ipurn them with thy bare feet, and beat them 
with thy bare Bands, or put thy head into the 
burning fire, 
mocked, Gal. vi. 9, Whocver elle bs mocked, 
God will not: Toa had better play with the fr: 
your tha. ch, han with the fire of his burning 
WW Wratn, 
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wrath. For our Cod is a conſuming fire. Heb. 


xii, 29. O how unmeet a match art thou for 
God ! It is a fearful thing to fall into his hand, 


Neb. x. 31. And therefore it is a fearful thing 
to eontend with him, er refit him. As you love 
jour own ſouls, take heed what you do. What. 
will you ſay, if he begin in wrath to plead with 
yoo ? What will you do it he take yon onee it 
band ? Will you then ſtrive againſt his judgement 
23 now ye do againſt his grace, ſaith the Lord, 


Iſa. xxv'i, 3. 6. Fury is not in me; (that is) E 


delight not to deſtroy you : | do it as it were 
vowillingly : bu: yet who will ſet the briars 
and thorns againſt me in battlgy I wovid go thro” 
them; I would burn them together. Or let: 
him take hold of my ſtrength, that he may make 
peace with me.“ jt is an unequal combat for 
the briars and Rubble to make war with the 
fire. 

And thus you fee, who is it that calleth ya, 
that ſhould tnove you to hear bis call, and turn: 
ſo confider all by what inſtruments, and how 
often, and how earneſtly he doth it, 

1. Every leaf of the bleſſed book of God hath 
23 it were a voice, and calls out unto thee, Tara 
and live; turn, or thou wilt die, How cank thou 
open it, and read a leaf, or hear a chapter, and 
not perceive God bids thee turn: 

2. It is the voice of every fermca that thou 
heareſ : for what elſe is the ſcope and drift of 
all, but to call and perinade, and intreat thee 
for to turn, 

G3 


3. It 


! 


me 
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3. It is the voice of many a motion of the ſpi- 
rit, that ſecretly ſpeaks over thete words gain, 
er urgeth thee o urn. 

4. It is likely fume tine it is the voice of thy 
own conſcience 


not thy coaſe ence tell thee that thou muſt.be a 
new man, and take a new courſe, and often call 
upon thee to return | 

5. It is the voic: of the gracious examples of 
the poaly . When thou ſeeſt them live an hea- 


venly life, and fly ficm the tin which is thy de- 


light, this really calls upon thee to turn. | 

6. It is the voice of all the works of God: For 
they alſo are God's books that teach thee. this 
leſſon, by ſhewiny thee his greatneſ: and wiſdom 
and goodneſs, and calling thee to obſerve them, 
and admire the Creator, Pſal, xiv, 
Heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmas 
ment ſheweth his handywork : Day unto day utter- 


erh ſpeech Night unto night ſheweth knowledge, 


Every time the ſun riſeih upon thee, it realiy 


calleth thee to turn, as if it ſhould ſay, © What 


do I travel aud compaſs the world for, but to 


declare to mea the glory of their maker, and to 
light them to do his work? And do I ſtill find 
thee doing the wor k of ſin, and fl-eping out thy 


liſe in negligence ? Awake thou that fl:epeſt and 
ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhajl give thee 


light,” Ephel. v. 14. ** The night is ſpent the 


day is at hand: It is now bigh time to awake 


out of ſleep: Let us therefore caſt off the works 


of darkneſs, and let us mt on the armour of 
light, 


Art thou not ſometimes con- 
vinced that all | is not well with thee? And doth 


1, 24 Die 
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Let us walk honeſtly as in the day, not in rioting 


and drogkennefs, not in chambeting and wanton- 
neſs, not in ſtrife and ens ying, but put ye on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and make po proviſion for 
the fleſh to fulfil the Jait thereof,” Rom, xiii, 11. 
12, 3. 14 (This text was the means of Yuſtin's 


converſion !) 3 


7. It is the voice of every mercy thou doſt poſ- # 


ſes ; 
them they all cry out unto thee, turn: 
doth the earth bear thee. 


if thou coul ſt but hear and underſtand 


Why 


but to ſeek and ſerve 
the Lord? Why doth it afford thee its fruit, but 


to let ve him? Why doth the air afford thee 
breath bu: to ſerve him? Why doall the creatures 


ſe ve 


ther ach their lab us and their lives and 


bzatih, but ta archou mighteitierve theLord of 


them aad thee ? 
and ſtreugth. but for to ſeeve bs Why 
thou meg 


hy Goth he give thee time, 


haſt 


and drink, and clnaths, but fo his 
ſervicte? Halt thou ans thing which thou haſt 


not received, and if thou didfi receive them, tt 
is rea ſon thou ſhouldſt beibbok the, from whom, 
and to what end and uſe thou dad receie them? 
Didſt thou never cry to him for help in thy diſ- 
treſs, and didſt thou not then uncerſtand that it 
Wes thy part to tutn aud ferve him, if he would 
deliver thce ? He hath done his part, and fpared 


thee yet longer, and ttyed thee another, 


and 4 


notber year and yet deſt hou not turn? Vou 


know the parable of the unf ruittul fig. 
xvi. 6, ), 8,9. 


tree Luke 
When ihe Lord bad fail, Cut 


it down, why cumbereth it the grounds He was 
intreated to try it one year longer, and then if it 


Proved 
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proved not fruitfel, to cut it down, Chriſt him. a 6 
self there makes the application twice over, ver. 10 : 
3 and 5. Except ye repent,” ye ſhall all I:tenvif 3 55 
periſh, How many years hath God locked f6 1 5 
the trvits of love aud holineſs from thee, anf. 
hath found none, and yet he hath ſpated thee ? Sag 
How many a time by thy wilful iy aorance, - and 
care'efrnefs. and difobertience, haft thou provok- * 
ed juflice to ſay, Cut him down, why cumbereth 
Jie the ground? And yet mercy hath prevailed, 
and patience hath forborne the killing, damnin 
'blow to this diy, If thou badſt the under ſtand 
_hip of a man within, thon wecldſt know that 
all this calleth thee to tun. Doſt thou = nt 
thou ſhalt ſtill eſcspe the judge ment of God, 
defpileſt thou the riches of his goodriefs, and 


E pro 
acram. 
0d pr 


fortearance, and long foffet ing, not knowing 4 we 
that the, goodneſs cf God leadeth thee to repenſl. 145 
trance? But after thy Hardneſs and i peniten "4 T 
heart treaſurtſi up unto thyſelf wrath againl . my 
the Gay of wrath, and revelatien of the righreon > 
judgement ot God, who wil rer.der to ever) £ SIP 
man according to his deeds,” Rom, H, 3. 4. N 
6. oy 
8. Moreover, it is the voice of every fl MA **! © 
to al thee to make hafle and twin, Sickneſs a 1. 5 
, Pain cry turn; and poverty. and tofs of friends 3 
1441 


and every twig of the chaſt fing cod, cry turn 
and yet wilt thod not hearken to the call? Thelf © © 


ave come near thee, and made thee feel; they,” * © 
"Have made thre groan, and ca a they not mad e 
: thee turn 9 5 Fr 7b 


5. 1 
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9. Tze very frame of thy nature and being 
elt, beſpeaketh thy return: Why haft thou rea- 
a, bu: to rule thy fl-th, and ſerve thy Ln d? 
. ſt thou an underſtendiag ſou bu: to learn 
d kao his will and doit? Why aaſt thou an 
art with a ihee, that can leve, 20d fear, and 
lire, but that thou ſhou'dſt fear him, and love 
M, and deſire after him? 
10. Yea, thine own engagement: by promiſe 
) the Lord, do call upoa thee to turn and ſei ve 
m. Thou halt bouad thytelt to him by a bap- 
mal covenant, and renounced the world, the 
en and the devil: This thou haſt confirmed by 
d profe ſſion o hriſvanity. and renewed it at 
2crafmeats, add ia times of affliction ; and wilt 
oa promiſe and vow, Ws 1 never pertorm and 
a to God? 
Lay all theſe together now, and fee what 


iſt him. 
er, ver, 
I. Kei 
ked f6 
*©, AN 
+ thee ? 
de, and 
provok- 
imbereth 
e vai led, 
lamning 
er ſtand- 
5w that 
on. thin 
God, e 
fs, and 
known 


OY Huld be the iſſae, The holy Scripture calls 
* ain don ihee to turn; ThbeeM:mfters of Chriſt do 
ri 1 opon thee to turn; the Spirit cries turn; 


y con!cizace ciies turn; the godly, by peiſua- 
ons add examples, crics turn; the whole world, 
d all the creatures therein that are preſented 

d thy confiZeration, cry turn; the patient for- 
tat ance of God, cries tun; all the mercies 
aich thou received ery turn; the rod ot God's 
ia{lifervent. cryturn; thy reaſon, and the frame 


to ever! 
3- 4+ 5 
f A0 
cneſs an 
f friends 


12 The | BY nature beſpeaks thy turning; and ſo do all 
rem £5 God; and yet art thou not re- 
1 d 10 urg? e 2 
| 3. Mnreover, poor hard heatted finner ! 
9 Ii dh bon aver conſidet wpon what termt thou 


Hande 
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Shether 

fandeſt all this with him that calleth on thee ad tidin 
toe turn? Thou art his own, and oweſt him ten, if: 
telt, and all thou haſt; and may he not commaſGhhat a j 
ii own ? Thou art his abſolute ſervant, au live © 


mouldeſt ſerve no other maſter, Thou RanddÞ to th: 
at his wercy, and thy life is in his hand, ed but 
te is reſolved to fave thee upon no other termiſkouſand 
ou bet many malicious ſpiritual enemies, thillich a v 
would be glad if God would but forſake thai tho 
ard let them aloge with thee, and leave thee lat our 
their will; how quiokly would they deal vi Bebo 
thee in another manner: and thou canſt not Maget 
delivered from them but by turuing unto Goqheatb: 
Thon art fallen under bis wrath by thy ſin alta heoſe? 
dy, and thou knoweſt not how long bis patieneaven 
will yet wait. Perhaps this is the laft year; paſſad offs 
haps the laſt day: his (word is even at thilhoſe : 
heart, while the word is in thine ear: and if thifl-ble 
turn not, thou art a dead and undone man, Sim thi 
Were thy eyes but open to fee where thou (tahon n. 
deft, even upon the 5rink of heil and to fee hours ye 
mary thouſincs are there already that did vt love 
turn, thou wivuldeft ſee that it'is time to look thiend, 
bour thee, | zotion 
Well, Sirs, lock inwards now, and tell oice e 
how are your hearts aff: 2d with thoſe offers hithe 
the Lord? You hear what is his mind; he Phich 
hig hieth not in your death; he calls to you, tie ſee 
turn: it is a fearful fign if all this move thee ot: 
or it it do but halt move thee, and murh maſher aui 
i it make thee more careleſs in thy miſery, ee tur 
czuſe thou heareſt of the merciſulneſi of Gol 
The working of the medicine wil. partly tell 
when: 
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hether there be any bope of the cute. O what 
1 tidings would it be to thoſe who are now in 
, if they bad but ſuch a meſſage from God! 
hat a joyful word would it be to hear this, tern 
{ live : Yea, what a welcome word would it 
to thyſelf, when thou baſt felt that wrath of 
od but an hour! Oc, if after a thouſand or ten 
zouſand years torment, thou couldſt but hear 
h a word from God, turn and live, and yet 
ilt thou neglect it, and ſuffer 600 retura. with - 
yt our errand ? 
Behold, finners, we are ent here as the meſ- 
pgers of the Lard, to ſet before you life and 
bath : What ſay yon? Which of them will you 
booſe ? Chriſt Randeth as it were by thee, with 
ven in the one hand, and hell in the other, 
d offereth thee thy choice, which wilt thou 
booſe ? The voice of the Lord materh the rocks to 
emble, Plal. xxvi. And is it nothing to bear 
jm threaten thee, if thou wilt not turn? Daft 
hon not vaderſtand and feel this voice, turn ye. 
rs ye, why will you die ? Why? It is the voice 
love, ot infinite love, of tby beſt and kiadeſt 
tiend, as thou mighteſt eaſily perceixe by the 
zotion, and yet canſt thou neglect it? It is the 
ice of pity and compaſſion. The Lord feth 
hither thou art going better than thou doſt. 
hich makes him call after thee, turn, turn. 
e ſeeth what will hecome of thee, if thou turn 
ot: He thinketh with himſelf; 4b this poor f- 
er -will caſt himſelf into endleſs tornents if he ds 
of turn: I muſt in juſtice deal with bim according 
my righteous Jaw, And there tore be calteth at- 
ter 
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ter thee, turn, turn. O ſinner ! If you did bl caurſe 
know the thouſangeth part as well as God doi the g. 
the danger that is near you, and the miſery u Sirs 

you are running into, we ſhould have no af} Heath 

need to call after you to turn. ed; h 
_ _ Moreover, this voice that calleth to theo reaſon 
the ſame that hath prevailed with thobſands 


ready, and called all to Heaven that are no before 
there; and they would not now, for a thouſa have ( 
worlds, that they had made light of it, and u wil. 


turned to God. Now what are they poſſ: il 
that turned at God's call? Now perceive that God i 
was indeed the voice of love that meant them | 
more harm than their ſalvation, and if thou wil 
obey the ſame call, thou ſhalt come to the ſan 
happineſs. There are millions. that muſt for Dou h 
lament that they turned not; but there 1 neverſpal lit 
ſou! in heaven that is ny that 12 were coal! be 
verted, But 

Well, firs, are you yet reſolved, or are our: 

not ? Do I. need to lay any more to you, w 
will you do? Will you tura or not? Speak mi 
in thy heart to God, though thou ſpeak not 
to me: Speak, left he take thy ſilence for dena 
Speak quickly, leſt he never make thee the li 
offer more. Speak reſolvedly, and not waveriny 
ly ; for he will have no indifferents to be his 
lowers, Say in thy heart now without any me 
delay, even before thon 'ſtir hence. By 
grace of God, I am reſolved pretently to t 
And becauſ: I know my own inſufficiency, 1 
reſolved to wait on God for his Grace, and 
follow him in his ways, and forſake my forn 

: | cou 


DoR. 


8 Aal. ta the ese . 

u did h — companions, and give vp __ te 

od doll the guidance of the Lord.“ 

iſery u Sirs, yon are not ſhut up in the daokwaf of 
no m Hestheniſm, nor in the deſperation of the damn 
ſed; life is before you; and yon may have it on 

| thee, reaſonable terms; if you will, yea on free-coft it 

oſands i you will accept it. The way of God lieth plain 


are nil before you; the church open to you, you may 
thouſuf have Chriſt and pardon, and holineſs, if you 
- and n will. What ſay you? Will you, or will you not; 


poll: ffig 
e that 


It you ſay nay ; or ſay nothing, and ſtill go on, 
God is witneſs, and this congregation is witneſs, 


t them n and your own conſciences ate witneſſes how fair 
thou vi an offer you bad this day. Remember you might 
3 the ſau dave had Chriſt, and would not, remember when 


R for en 
e is Ze ver 
ere C0 


you have loſt it, that you might have had eter- 
pal life, as well as others, and would not; and 
all becauſe you would not turn ! 

But let us come to the next doctrine, and hear 


rare our reaſons. 

ou, hog | 
eak ma DoR. 6. The Lord condefſcendeth to reafon the 
ak not ol caſe with unconverted fenners, and te 
for deni 5 aft them why they will akes-- 5; 
the I 

waverinf STRANGE diſputation i it is, both as to the 
be his! controverſy, and as ts the difputants.. 


1. The couroverſy, or queſtion propounded 


t any m 

By ite diſpute of, is, why. wicked men will damm 
to tunſebemſelves! or, why they will rather die than 
ncy, 1 ore, whether they Aena neee 

„ and © dang? - 14,4 

my foray | - * $90 de. The 


count 


* 
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2. The diſputants are God and man, the mel 
iholy God, and wicked uncon vet ted finners. | 
Is it not a ſttange thing which God detb ſeen 0; 
here to ſuppoſe that au man ſhould be willing 
10 die, and be damned, yea, that this ſhould be 
the caſe of the wicked: that is, of the -greateh}} ,. 
1 ofthe world? but you will ſay, this ea nne 
de; © for nature deſirech the preiervation and 
Felicity of itſelf; and the wicked are more ſelſiſi 
than others, and not leſs, and therefore how can 
auy man be willing to-be damned? 
To which I anſwer, 1. It is a certain trutlſl 
that ne man can be willing of any evil as evi, 
but only ac it hath ſome appearance of good; 
much leſs can any man be willing to be eternally 
_ tormented. Miſery, av ſuch, is deſired by none, 
2. But yet for all that, it is moſt true which Gd 
here teacheth us, that the cauſe why the wick- 
ed die and are damned, is becauſe they will di 
and be damned, And this is true in ſeveral re. 
ſpe cts. Nh 
1. Becnuſe they will go the way that leads 
hell ; though they are told by God aud man, 
_ whither it goes, and whither it ends, and tho 
God hath ſo often profeſſed in his word, that if 
"they hold on in that way, they ſhall be condear 
ned; and that they ſhall not be ſave i, unleſs they 
turn, Iſa. x|viii. 22. and li 2c. [| ihere is 10 


8, The way df prace they know not ; there is n 

* in their goings ; they have made then 
Crooked paths: Whoſocuer gueth therein ſhall nm 
hog per, They nave the word, and the oat 


[ 


peace { /aith the Lord) unto the wicked, Iſa. lf. ; 


the mel 
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of the I'viog God for it, that if they will not 
tern, they Mall not enter into his reſt, And yet 


noC. 


wicked they ate, and wicked they will be. let 


God nnd man ſay what they will; fi:thly they + 


are, and flefhly they will be: Worldlings they 
are, and worldlin gs they will be, though God 


hath told them that the love of the world is en- 


wity to God, and that if any man love the werd 
(in that meaſure) the lobe of the father is not i 
lim, Jam. iv. 4. 1 John ii. 15. ſo that conſe- 
quentially theſe men are willing to be damned; 
though not dire Aly z. they are willitg of the 
way io hell, and love the certain caule of their 
tor ment; tho' they be pot willing of hell itſelf, 
and do not lose the pain which they muſi endure. 
| Is not this the truth of your caſe, Sirs? You 
would not burn. in bell, but you will kiadle the 


' bre by your ſins, and caſt yourſelves intoitz you. 
would not. be tormented. with-devils forever, but- 


ou will do that which wiil certaivly: procure it 


in deſpight of all. that can be ſaid againſt it, It 
is joR as. if you would ay, | will drink this 
rat ſb· ne, or other poiſon, but yet I will not 775 

A 


] will eat myſelf headlong irom the top of a 
Reeple, bar yet I will not kill my ſelf: 1 will 


thruſt: this knife into my heart, but yet I wilt 
nut take away my lite: I will put this fire inee 
the thateh of my heuſe, but yet 1 will not burn 
it.“ juli ſo it is with wicked men, they wil be 
wicked, and they will live after the fl:ſh, and 


the world, and yet they world not be dam- 


ned. But do you not know that the means en 
lead unto the epd? and that God bath, by his 
| Ee rißghteon - 
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1 4 in a carnal lite, you thay as, Well lay 


8 cane d Unten vertod. 
righteous law, concluded that ye muſt repent or 
periſn? He. that will tzke poiſon, may as well 

- fay plaioly, I will Kill myſelf; tor it will prove 
no better in the end: though perhaps he loved it 
ſor the ſweetneſs of the fopar that was mixt with 
it add would not be perſoaded that it was poiſon, 
but that he might take it and do well enough; 
but it is not his conceits and confidence that will 
ſave his life. So if you will be drupkards, ot 
fornfeators, ot werdlings, or live after the ficſh, 
you Wer as well fay plainiy, e will be damned; 
ſet fo you ſhrn bs unleſs you türn. Would 
bu not rebuke the folly of a thief or + murderer, 
that would ſay, I will ſteal, and kill, but I will 
not be banged, when be knows that if he Cour” 
the one, the judge in juſtice ſecs that the other be 
e ray, 4 il tea and murder, be may 


well ſay pla .7. 1 will be hanged ; and if you 


3 N 


inly, wt will go to hell. be BE long bo Deir hats, 
2. Moreover, the wicked will not uſe theſe 

means without which there is no hope of their fal- 
vation: He that will not ear, may as well ſay 
plainly he will nat live, unleſs he can tell how to 

live without meat : He that will not go hisjour- 

ney, may as well ſay plainly, he will not come 


4 to the end; He that falls into the water, and 


will not come out, vor ſuffer another to help 
him out, may as well ſay plainly, he will be 
drowned, So if you be carnal and ungodly, 


| and will not be converted, nor uſe the means by 


! 


1 


which you ſhould be converted, but think it more 
do than nreds, you may as well fay plainly, 


done that which was never done before. 
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yeu will de damned; for if you have found ou 
a'way to be ſaved without converſion,. you- have 


3: Yea, this is not all, but the wicked are 68. 
willing, even of ſalvatipn itſelf. tho“ they- may 
delire ſomewhat which they call by the name of 
Heaven, yet heaven itſelf, confidered io the true 
nature of the felicity, they geſire not; yea their 
kearis are quite againk it. Heaven is a fate of 
per fect holineſs; and of continual love aud praife. 
to God, and the wicked have no heart to this. 
The imperſect love and praiſe, and holineſs which 
is het e to be attained; they have no mind of; 
much leſs of that which is lo much greater; the- 
joy of Heaven are of ſo pute and ſpiritual a pa- 
ture, that the heart of the wicked cannot truly 
de ſire them, 5 e 5 

So that by thi time you may foe on what 
ground it is that God ſuppoſe th that the wicked. 
are willing of their ow deſt - uct vm: They: i 
not turn; tho® they muſt turn or die z they will 
rather yentare on certain miſei y than be con - 
ver ted and then to quit themtelses in their ſias, 
they will make thetuſelves believe that they ſhall” 
neverthelefs eſcape. ö 45 

2. And a3 this controverſy is matter of wonder 
{that ever men ſhou'd be touch enemies to them - 
lelves, as wilfully to cafl away their ſouls) ſo are 
the diſporants too. That God thould Roop fo. 
low, an thus to plaed the cafe with man, and that 
man ſhould de ſo ſtrange ly blind and obſtinate, 
do md a this in ſo plain a caſe, yea and tor 

eee H 2 reſilt⸗ 


CE 


ges: H. Call to the > DIR 
reſiſt allthis, when their own ſalvation lieth ü ben 
the iſſue . 
8 if thy will not 


1 


hear us, that are 


a — ſaith, Ezek; iii. 7. when. he ſeat the 
Prophet to the Iſraelites, (“ The houſe of Iſi acl 
will not hearken unto thee: For they will, not 
heacken unto me: For all the Houſe of Iſrael 
are impudent and hard hearted.“ No wonder, 
if they can plead againſt a miniſter, or a podiy 
Neighbour, when der will plead againſt the 
Lord himſelf, even againſt the pluineſt paf{ges 
of his word, and think that they have reaſon on 
their ide: When they weary the Lord with their 
words, they ſay, wherein: have we wearigd him * 

Mal. ii. 149. The prie that deſpifed his name, 


the Tables of the Lord contemptible, they durſt 
fay, wherein ha ve we poRuted thee,” Mal. i. 6, 
7. But Wo unto him (faith the Lord) that 
firiveth-with his Maker. ! Let the petſherds ſtrive 
with the potſherds of the earth; ſha!l the clay 
ſay to bim that te ſnione th it, What makeſt 
thou? Iſa. xiv XIV. 9. 

Queſt. But why ic it that 2 will reaſon the 
* with mann 

Anu. 1. Became that man 0 a rbaſon- 
able creature, is accordingly to be dealt with; 


2 reaſonable creature ſhould not go againſt the 
ele areſt 


n;7 wen they: will not. hear the Lord himſelf: 


durſtaſk, '* wherein have we deſpiſed thy name? | 
And when they polluted bis Ahar, and made ' 


and by reaſon to be perſuaded and. cyercome, 
1-. God hath therefore endowed them with reaſon, 
{ that they wight uſe it for him. One would think 
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fareft. and greateſt reaſon i in the world arr 
is ſet before. bim 

2. At leaſt, men ſhall ſee at G did require 
thing ol them that waz unteaſönable; hut char 
nat he commandeth them. Aud whitever he 
xbiddeth them, he bath all the right reaſon in” 
e world on his fide and they have good rei- 
n to obey him but none to diſobey. And: 
zus even the damned fhall be foreed to juſtify 
od, and confeſs that it was but reaſon' that 
ey ſhould have turned to him; and they ſtralt 

forced to condemn' themſelves, and confeſs 


Wat they had little reaſon to caſt away themſelves 


the neglecting of his grace in the day of hay. 
fitation, 


gg. 


00K upon your beſt and 0 reaſon; m- 
ners, if you will anke good your way. you 
e Gow with whom you hav='w deal. What; . 


jeſt thou, unconverted ſenfual wreten? Dares. © 


Hu venture upon a diſpute with God? Art thew': 
ble to conſute him ? Art tha ready to enter 
be liſts? God aſketh thee, why wilt thou die? 
ut thou lurnihed with a ſufficient anſwer? - 
vilt thou undertake to prove taar God is miſta« 
n, and that thou art in the right! D what an 
ndertakin is: that! Why, either he of you is - 
iſtaken, when heis for your converfion, and you 
c againſt | it; he calls Upon von to tuen, and 
an will not; be bids you do it preſently, "even. 
day, while it is called to day, and think it 


time 


82 | = Gull th the Utconverted; 


time enough beteafter. He ſaith it mult be x t. thy 
total | change, and you. muſt be holy ind new at kn 
creatures und born again; and you thiak thay th, 1 
leſs may ſerve the turn, and that's erfough 1 i 'relg 
teh up the old man, without becoming new. oth of 
ben in the right now.? God, ot you? Gadferies 5 
_ealleth you to turn; and to live an holy lite, andhd the 
you will not; by your diſobedient lives, it ap. Na mo 
pears you will not II you will, why do you no'!BGeſtion 
Why hare you not. done it all this while? Aude in ot 
hy 40 yeu not fall upon it yet | Your wills baut the 
the command of four lives. We may certainljpeern; 
eonclude-that you are unwilſing to turn, when ſo w 
you do not turn. And why will you mot 7 Caliihetion 
you give any rea fon for it, that' 2 worthy to bia ther 
. called a reaſon! d jcar. 
I that, am but a worm, your ſe flow creature ber t 
of a ſhallow. capacity, dare challenge the wiſeſt of, An 
pon nll, toreaſon the caſe with me, while I pled e righ 
wy Maker” s-cavſe :. and Ineed not be difconrap: < wh 
ed when 1 know I plead but the ezuſe tha: God i have 
pleadeib, and contend for him that wilt have thi n dae 
beſt at laſt; had I bur theſe two general ground reaſc 
againſt you, I'am ſure that cu have ge gon 70 
reaſon on your fide, (ble t! 
I an ſure jt can be no goed reefon, which] 50 Jui: 
1 5 again(t the God of truth and reaſon. ſr canoe; 
de light that is contrary to the fon, There Ina! d. 

no knowledge in any cteature,, but what jt h, Hirn 
Wi from God; and therefore none cart bs wiſer tbat periſh 
God. It were damnable preſumptios for. d ou! 
4 digheſt- Angel o compare with his Create“, 57 
Wust i it then for a lump.of dirt, an ignernſb have 
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t, that knoweth not himſelf nor his own ſouf;- 
at knoweth bur little of the thing which he 
eth, yex, that is more ignorant than many of 
«neighbours, to ſet bimſelf againſt the wiſ-- 
om of the Lord? It ir one of the fulleſt diſco- 
ries Of the horrible wickedneſs of carnal men, 
d the ſtark madneſs of ſuch as ſin that ſo fil- 
'a mole dare conradi@ his Maker; and call in 
eſtion the word of God; yea, that thoſe pes 
ein our pariſhes, that ate ſo beaſtly ignorant? 
at they cannot give ui a teaſonable auſwer 
neerning the very principles of religion, are 
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ther than agreeth with their fookſh wiſdom, 
2. And as 1 know that God muſt needs be in 
eripht, ſol know the caſe is ſo palpable and” 


d bave reaſon for it. Is it poffible that a man 
0 have any reaſon to break his Maker's laws, 


"ground ? reaſon to_diſhonour the Lord of glory, and 
82 £9Bfoa to abuſe the Lord that bovght him? Ivie 


„ ble that a man can have any good reaſon to 
mo mu his own immortal ſoui ? Mark the Lord's 
There 
at 51 bad 
ſer that 

ſor th 
Creatof 


ma! death a thing to be defired ? Are you in 
e with bell! What reaſon have you wilfully 
periſh ? If you think you have ſome reaſon to 
ger of ſin, Roh, vi. 23. and think whether 


and 


fo wiſe in their own conceit, that they dare 
eftion the plaineſt truth of God, yea contra- 
them and cavif againſt them, when they 
d icarce {peak ſenſe, and will believe them go”. 


ofs which he pleadeth againſt, that no man 


eltion, Turn ye, turn ye, why will fe die? Is. 


, ſhould you not remember that deaib is the 
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and ſoul ſor ever, You ſuould not only afk wh 
ther you love the adder, but whether you lo 
the fling? It is ſuch a thing for a man to e 
away his everlaſting bappineſi, and to fig againl 
God, that do good reaſon can be given for it 
hut the more any one pleads for it, the mad 
he ſheweth bimiclf to be. Had you a lordfhiy 
er a kingdom offered you lor every fin that y 
commit, it were not reaſon, but madneſs to x: 
eept i:. Could you by every (in obtain the high 


75 5 an 
valn: 
ſeftin! 
wur, 
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eſt hing: on earth that ficſh defireth, it were off ſh 
no confiderable value to perſuade you in reaſuf "et 
ts commit it. If jt were to pleaſe your greatel 8 
er deareſt friends, or to obey the greateſt pringſ® 7” 
en earth, or to ſave your lives, or toeſcape ' 
2 earthly. miſery, all theſe are of no calf © 
fideratios to draw a man in reaſon to the con Wem“ 
emitting of one fin. If it were a right band, fff” Ao 
a'righteye that would higder your ſalvation, | And v 
n the gainfplleft way to eaſt it away, r rather thi Cot 


to go to hellto fave it For there is go ſaving by thi 
part when you loſe the whole. $9 exceed ) 


_ great are the matters of eternity, that nothin _ 
in this world deſerve q once to be named in con * 5 

* 1h with them : nor can any erthly thing wks 

though it were lite, or crowns, or kingdoms; | ou! 


a- 1 excuſe for the ne glect of matters! 
ſoch high and everlaſting conſequence. A m 
can. have no reaſon. ta eroſs his ultimate ei 
| k+aven is ſuch a-thing, that if you: loſe it n 
thing can ſupply the want, or make up the le 
and hell is ſuch a thing, that if you offer 
nothing can remove your miſery, or give ft 
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of the 
no rea 
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e and comfort, and therefore nothiag can be 
valuable confideration to excuſe you for ne- 


ps ſelting your own ſalvation: Fer, ſaith our ga- 
in saga ur, What ſhall it profit « man to win all the 


rid, and leſe bir own foul ? Mark viii. 36. 
O Sirs, that you did but know what matters 
hey ace Rut we are now (peaking*to you of, the 


chat weinte in heaven, yon would have other kind of 
\eſs to x oughis of theſe things, if the devil could come 
the high o them that live in the ſig ht and. love of God, 
t were i ſhould offer them a cup of ale, or a whore, 


or merry company, or (ports to tice them away 


nee om God and glory, 1 pray you tel me, how 


& oo lo you think they would entertain the motion ? 
cape il Way, or if be fhould offer them to be Kings on 
ao cue earth, do you think this would entice 
the coul em down from heaven? O with what hatred 
band, ad holy ſcorn would they rejet the motion? 
ation, Aud why ſhould not you do fo, that have hea- 
thor tl den opened to your faith, if yur had but faith. 


to ſee it? There is never a ſou] in hell but knows, 
dy this, that it was a mad exchange to let ge 
deaven for fleſhly pleaſure, and that it is nat a 

little micth or pleaſure, or wordly riches, or 
the good will or word of men, that will quench 
hell Gre, or make him a (aver that loſeth his 
ſoul, O if you had heard what I believe, iſ you 
had ſeen what I beſieve, and that on the cradit 
of the word of God, you would ſay there can be 
ne reaſon to warrant a man te dame his foul ; 
you durſt not fleep quietly another night, before 
Jeu had reſolved to turn and live, - 
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If you ſee a man put his hand into the fire 
it burn off, yon will mar vel at it; but this is 
thing that a man may have reaſon for, as Biſh 
Cramer had, when he burot off his hand for ſul 
fcribing to popery. If you ſee a man cut 
leg, or an arm, it it a ſad fight ; but this is 
thing that a man may have a good reaſon for, 
many à man doth to ſave bis life. If you ſee 
man give his body to be hurnt to aſhes, and 
be tormented with firappado's and racks, and r 
fuſe deliverance when it is offered, this i is a han 
caſe-to fleſh und blood; but this a man may ban 
good reaſon for, as you may fee in Heb, xi. 3 
34, 35, 36; and at many an hundred 'marty 
have done. But for a man to forſake the Lord 
that made him, and for a man to run into the fire 
of hell, when he is told of it, and intreated to 
turn that ke may be ſaved ; this is a thing that 
can have no reaſon in the world, that is reaſo 
indeed, to juſtity or excuſe it. For heaven wil 
Pay for the los of any thing that we can Hole 9 
get it, or for any ag" which we beſtow for it; 
but nothing can pay for the loſs of heaven, 
I I befeech you now let this word come nearet 
0 your heart, as you are convinced that you have 
no teaſon to deftroy yourſelves, fo tell me what 
reaſon have you to refuſe to turn and live to God 
MW bat reaſon hath ihe verieſt world ling. or drunk 
ard, or ignorant careleſs finner of you all. why 
you ſhould not be as holy as any you know, -and 
de as careful for your ſouls as any other? Will not 
hell be as hot to you as to others? Should not 


your own ſouls be as dear to Jou as theirs to 5 1 
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de site l Hath not God as much authority over you? 
this h IWby then will you hot become a ſanctiſied peo- 
as Bi ple as well as they ? 

d for fan © irs» when God bringeth the matter down 
cut eto the very principles of nature, and ſhews you 


that you have no morereaſon to be ungodly than 
1n for, you have to damn your own fouls, it yet you will 
ou ſee Foot underſtand and turn, it ſeems a deſperate 
caſe that you are in. 

And now either you have reaſon for what your 
do, or you have not: If not, will you go on a- 
ainſt reaſon itſeif ? Will you do that which you 
dave no reafon for? But if you think you have, 
produce them, and make the beſt of your matter. 
Reaſon the caſe a little with me your tellow crea - 
jure, which is far eaſier than to reaſon the caſe 
with God ; tell me, man, here before the Lord, 
as if thou wert to die this hour, why ſhouldeſt 
thou not reſolve to turn this day, before thou 
ſtir trom the place thou ſtandeſt in, what reaſon 
bali thou to deny, or to delay? Haſt thou any 
realon that ſatisficth thine own conſcience for it, 
or apy that thou dareſt own and plead at the bar 
of God: if thou haſt let us hear them, bring them 
torth, and make them pond, But alas, what 
poor fivf, what nonſenſe initead of reaſons, 
do we daily hear from ungodiy men? But for 
| their neccility I ſhould be aſhamed to name 
al, why. 
ow. and 1. One faith, ** If none ſhall be ſaved but fuck 
Will not converted and ſanctified ones as you talk of, then 
uid; not heaven would be but empty, then God help 4 
o them ! great many. | 
Bath 1 . Auf: 


A * | | | 3 . 
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believed Object. 4. J do not fee that profefſ5rs are any. 
aath thoWſrrer thmn ather men; they will wer reach, ans 
s % baty pred. and are as couelouf as any. 

world, & Anſw.. W3aztever hyp rites are. it is not ſo 
ii. 13. ih choſe that are far Kifed, God bath thou- 
muke thhads, or tea thoyſands that are otherwile, the” 
heth youſſhe malicious world doth aceuſe them of waat they 
_ for ſtrafan never prove, and of that which never entered 
at Jeide(to their hearts; and commony they charge 
nc tt; bem wich heart fins, which none can fce but 
that leaſed, becauſe they on charge them with no fuch 
: that gofickedneſs in their lives as the ey are guilty of 
not luihemſelves. 

) for i Object. 6. But Laer 15 whyremonoer nor aran- 
he kingdfurd, nor oppreſſor; and therefore wiy ſhould ort 
all up9n me to be converted? 

Anſw.. As if you were not born after the fle ſt, 
id had not lived after the Al:th as well as others! 
it not as great a fin as any of theſe, for a man 
hare an earthly mind; and to love the world 
dove Gad, and to have an unbelieving unhum- 
ed neart? Navy, lt me tell you more, that 
ay perſons that avoid diſgraceful ſins, are as 
alt glued to the worid, avd as- much fl ives to the 
Ieth, and as ſtr ange to God, and avere to heaven 
atgeir more civil courſe, as others are in their 
more hame ful notorious fins. 

Object. 6 Bat [ mean no body any harm, nor 


h 26 harm, and why then ſhould God condemn. - 
we 2 Eh: | 
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be cid © A. Is it no harm to neglect the Lord that 
nde tee, and the work for which thou camelt - 


Obje&, ato the world, 2nd to prefer the<reature before 
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he Creator, and to negleR grace that is daily} _ 
offered thee ? It is the depth of thy ſinfulueſs. t God 
be ſo inſenſible of it, the dead feel not that they) 


are dead, If once thou wert made alive, thoy : 
woulde!t ſee more amiſs in thyſelf, and marvelaf 2? 
thyſelt for making ſo light ot it. 5 

Object. 7. I think you would male men mad, rad 
ander pretence of converting them; it is enough ty 8 
rack the brains of ſinful people to muſe ſo much on oY 
matters ſo high for them. , fs 
Anſw. 1. Can you be madder than you are} *2 
already, or at leaſt can there be a more dangerouſ| *© 
anadneſs than to negle& your everlaſting welfare} er, 
and witfully undo yourſelves ? = 

2. A man is never well in his wits till he be Pf 
eonverted ; he never knows God, nor knows fin, po 
nor knows Chriit, nor knows the world, nor . 
Himſelf, nor what kis buſineſs is on earth, ſoa aca 
to ſet himſelf about it, till he be converted, Thefl © 
ſeripture ſaith, that the wicked are vnrezſeg:- han 
ble men, 2 Theſſ. i. 2, and that the wiſcoa 15 
of the world is fooliſhneſs with God,” 1 Cor. i , 
20. and Lake xv, 17. It is ſaid of the prodigal, Gl 
that when he came to himſelf,” he reſolved 2 


to return. It is a wife world when men will dif 
obey God, and run to hell for tear of being out 1 
of their wits. 8 | 


2. What is there in tke work that Chriſt call: to | 

you to, that ſhould drive a man cut of his witz! T8 

Is it the loving God, and calling upon him, and vel 
comfortably thinking of the glory to come, and ea 

E the forfaking of our ſins, and loving one anc " 
bber, and delighting ourſelves ia the ſer vice ff wy 


God! 


* 

is daijy 
ubueſs.t9 
that they 
ve, thoy 
Marvel at 


en mal, 
enough to 
much on 


you art 
angerout 
« welfare 


il] he be 
z0ws fin, 
Id, nor 
th, ſo a 
ed, The 


nwaael.cgn 
TE HP 


x Wilcom 
1 Cor, i. 
>roGigal, 
reſolved 
will dif 


ing out 


rift call 
his wits; 
im, and 
me, and 


Ne ano 
rvice df 


God! 


1 4 

A Call to the Unconverted. 101 
God ? Are theſe ſuch things as ſhould make men 
mad? 8 


3. And whereas you ſay that thefe matters are 
too bigh for us; you accule God himfeit for 


making this our work, and giving us his word, 
and commanding all that will be bieſſed to me- 
ditate on it day and night. Are the matters 
which we are made for, and which we live tor, 
too high for us to meddle with ? This is plainly 
to unman-us, and to make beatl; ot us, as it we 
were like them that muſt meddie with no high» 
er matters than u hat belongs to fleſh and earth, 


Ik heaven be too high ſor you to hink on and 
provide for, it will be too high for you ever to 


Ofleis. 


4. If God ſhould ſometimes ſuffer any weak- 
headed perſons to be d:(trated by thinkizg of 


eternal th ogs, this is becavie they miſunderſtand 


them. and run without a gude: and of the two 


I had rather be in the-ca{s of! ſuch an one, than 


of the mad unconverted u lu, that take ther. 


diſtraction to te their !. oh 
Object. 8; I do nt think that God cares [+5 

much what men thirk Gr [can or do, as to make 

great à matter of it _ 20 
Anfw. it feeins ten you teketne word of Gad 


to be falſe, and then what will you betieve? But 


your own reaſon might teach you better, if you 
believe not the ſer ptares, for you fee God jets 
not fo light by us, bit that as vouchfaved ta 
make us, and {tl} preferveth os and daily àp- 


holdeth us, and provideth far us, and will any 
wile man make a curious frame for nothing? | 
| L'Þ -; VII 
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their labours and lives, and fo of the reſt, 
i hath God made fo glorious an habitation, and ſet 
man to dwell in it, and made all his ſervants; 
and now doth he look for nothing at bis hands, 
not care how he thinks, or ſpenkz, or lives? This 
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102 A Call to the Uncanverted- 


Will you make, or buy a clock or watch, and 
daily look to it, and not care whether it go true 


or falſe? Surely, If you believe not a particular 


eye of Providence ebſerving your hearts and lives, 


you cannot believe or expect any particular Provi- 
dence to obſet ve your wants and troubles, or to 


relieve you; and if God had ſo little care for you. 


as you imagitie, you would never have lived till 


now, an hundred diſeaſes: would have Griven 
which ſhould firſt d:{troy you; yea, the devil- 


would have haunted you, and ſetched you away 


alive, as the great fiſhes devour the leis, and as 
ravenous beaſts and birds devour others, You 


cannot think that God made man for no end or 
uſe, and if he made him for any, it was (ore for 


himſelf; and can you think he cares not whether 
his end be accompliſhed, and whether we do the. 
i worſt that we are made for. 

ea, by this athiefticai objeQion, you make 
IE God to have made and upheld all the world in 
BY vain : For. what ere all other lower creatures for, 


but for man? What dath the earth but bear us, 
and nouriſa us, and the beaſts do ſerve us with 


is moſt unreaſonable. 


Object. 9. It was a better FE when men did 


| wot make fo much ads in religion. 
Aaſ. It bach ever been the cuſtom to pralle 
* times paſt ; 
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And' 


that world that you {peak of was 
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I Call to the Uncanver ted. 103 
ont to ſay, it was a better world in their fore - 
thers days, and fo did they of their foretathers, 
his is but an old cuſtom, becauſe we all feel the 
i} of ont own times, but we fee not that which 


1s before us. 


2. Perhaps you ſpeak as you think: World- 
pos think the world is at the beſt when it is 
rreeable to their minds, and when they have 
pſt mirth and worluly pleaſure; and | doubt 
t but the devil, as we! as you, would ſay, that 
nit was a better world, for then he had mere 


nyice, and leſs diſturbance. 


But the world is 


the be& when God is moſt loved; regarded 
d obeyed ; and how elſe will you know when 


world is good ar bad, but by this? 


0:j-&. 10. There are ſo many ways and religi- 
1, that we Ane not which to be of, and theres: 


re we will be even as we are. 


Anfey, Becauie they are many. will you be of 


ac way that you may be fure is wrong? None are 
Ib oc gut of the way than worldly, fleſhly, un- 
diverted ſioners; for they do not only. err in 
1s or that Opinion, as many ſects do. but in the 


ry cope and drift of their lives, 


It yon were 


Mg 4 journey that your life lay on, would you 


o or turn again becauſe you meet with ſome - 


ofs ways, or vecauſe you ſaw {ome travellers go 


Ie horſe- way, and ſome the foot way, and ſome 


rhaps break over the edge, yea and ſome miſs 


e vxay-? or would you not rather be the more 


te ul to enquire the way ? If you hive ſome 


rvants that know wot how to do your werk 


pats and ſome that are unfaithſyl, would 


you- 


tak 


2 2 — 82 8 — ——_— 
8 — n A 2 _— — — —— — r 2 
7 * 1 . "> 5 . - — — — — 
— — — __ ” = — 2 - : a . ———— E —— 
— — — —— — 2 . = == —— SIE — 
SIT. — — . IX 2 = 4 -— — = = 
22 . 2 : ALT I ere es — = — 2 2 — —2 = 2 - A 
r= C - © — 5 — 5 — 
— == : * => 3 _. — ae = - — — 
— — 


= 
Le — 
— 
TL 
= 


— SR 3 
. —— 
= — 
”» 


. —— _ —— 8 — — , 
* 2 A* x vs 2 | 
OO IST "0-2 — * N — —_ - 2 It \,» Ws A'S 
1 * 1 gig £2 . r > n 4 — — XX 4 2 om 
_ 4 == - — — E FL —_ * — — SW L — — — 
— — — — — — — 
r Lees —— r RG — £1 TOES IEEE — 
8 2 * = y = LG LAY — — WE - 
— — - — * — 2 s — Ma — 
— —— — K 7 - . — Þo.., " - 2 — . 


— — — — 
— 1 od a" eat en 


— 


— < FS 2, 
== EST = 2 2 D 
— 2 2 — — — 
| OTIS — _ — — 


1 
— 


— — 3 

— —— ES 
— 

—— 


2 = —— 


— 
— 
= 

Ly 


wie, 


104 A call to the Unconvei@ed. 


take it well at any of the reit that would ther 
fore be idle and do you no ſervice, becauſe the 
fee the reſt ſo bad? 

Obje&. 11. 1 do net ſee that it pres any beit 
with thoſe that are ſo godly, than with other men; 
They are as poor, and in as much trouble al 
thers, . 

Anſw. And perhaps in much bre, when God 
ſees it meet. They take not earthly profpertt 
for their wages: they have laid ap their treaſur 
and hopes in ansther world: or elſe they ate 
not Chriſtians indeed ; the leſs they have, the 
more is behind, and they are content to wait tl 
then. | 

Object. 12; Ven you have ſaid all that you cer 
Jam reſolved 18 hope well, and truſt in Cod, and 
do as well as can, and net make fo much ado. 

Anja. Is that doing as well as you can, when 
you wil! not turn to God, bu vont heart is againſt 
bis holy and diligent ſervice ? It is at well as you 
will, indeed, but that is your miſery. 

2. My deſire 1s, that you ſhould hope ard tri 
in God: But fer what is it tbat you wil! hope! 
Is it to be faved, if you tern aid be lapctificd! 
For this you have God's promiſe, and theie et 
hope for it and {pare net. But if you hope to bt 
| ſaved withous converſion and an, holy life, this it 
not to hope in God, but in ſatad, or ourſelves, 
for God bath given jcu no ſuch praimiſe, but 
told you the contrary; But it is ſatan: and ſelt 
love that · ade you luch promites, and raiſed you 
to ſuch hopes. | 
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Well, if thele, and ſuch ac theſe, be all you 
avs to ſay ag tinit converſion and au holy ble, 
your all is nothing, and worte than vothiag ; and 
it theſe and ſuch as theſe ſeem reaſons ſufſi cient 
to perſuade you to forſake God, and caſt your- 


Nelves into heil, the Lord deliver yon from ſuch 


teaſons, and from ſuch blind underſtandings, 
and from ſuch ſenleleſs hardened hearts. 
Dare you ſtand to every one of the'e rea ons at 
the har of God ? Do you hink it will then ferve 
your turn, to fay, © Lord ] did not ture, be- 
cauſe I had fo much a do in the world, or be- 
ezuſe I did not like the lives of ſome profeſſors, 
or becauſe I ſaw men of ſo many minds,” 0 
how eaſily will the light of that day confound 
and ſhame ſuch reaſonings as theſe! Had you 
the world to look after! Let the world which 
you ſerved now pay you your wages, and fave 
jou if it can. Had you not a better world to 


look after firſt, and were ye not commanded to 


ſeek firſt God's kingdom and righteouſneſs, and 
promiſed that other things ſhould be added to you, 
Matth. vi. 33. And were ye not told, hat god» 
line i was profitable to all things, having the pro- 
miſe of this life, and of that which is to come? 1 
Tim. iv. 8. 
you ? You ſhould rather have been the more 


heedful, and learned by their falls, to beware, 


and have been the more careful, and not to be 
more careleis ; it was the Scripture, and not 
their lives, that was your rule. Did the many 
opinions of the world hinder you? Why, the 
ſcripture, that was your rule, did teach you but 


one 


D:d the fins of profeſſors binder . 
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one way, and that wa: the right way, If jon or is 
had foliowed that, even in ſy much as was plain holy! 
and ezſy, you ſkonld never have miſcatrried.— better 
Will not ſuch an{wrrs as theſe confound and | wovul 
filence you ? It theſe will noc, God bath rboſe I an he 
__ Will. When he aſked the man, Matth xxii, I harm 
2. Friend, how cameſt thou in hitler, not having on ſh you, 
a > edi garment : ? that is, what doit thou 1n de Þb: 
my Church, amoi g profeſſed < Chriſtians, without '£l /or / 
an 1 heart zud life; what anſwer dis he it ev 
make? Why the tert faith, he was ſpeechleſs, n 
he had nothing to ſay. The clearneis of the ima; 
caſe, and the Majeſty of God, will then eaſiy ] wor 
flop the mouths ef the moſt confident of you, alt 
though you will not be put down by any thing 1 the 

we Can fay to you now, but will make good your cb. 
cauſe, be it never fo bad know already that £ 5c: 

never a reaſon that now ye can give me will do. bur 
you aby good at laſt, when your cafe muſt be be 
opened deore the Lord and all the world. hot 


Nay, 1 icarce think that your own conſciences tho 
are weil tatished with your reaſons, for if they die 
are, it ſeems then yon have not ſo much as a ur- ac. 
Paſe to repent. hut it you do purpoſe to repent, Ho! 
it ſecems you Jo not pot much confidence in your © ma 
realons uch you brirg age 8 1X 

Wial lay you, unronvericd firners ? Have you 4. 
any good rexſors to give way you ſhould not turn no 
and piclentiy turn with all your bearts ? Or will: fir! 
vou po to hell in deipiie of reaſon iifelt? Be hink I col 
you what you Go in time, fer it will ſhortly be too tac 


Jate to beihitk you, Car, you find any fault with 
30d, or his u Oi k, or Bis Wages! ? is he a dad 
cgaſler? 


If you 
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maſter? Is the devil, whom you ſerve, a better? 


or is the fleſh a better? Is there any harm in an 


holy life ? ts avife of woridlineſs and ungodlineſs 
better? Do you think in your conſciences that it 


would do you any harm to be converted and live 
an holy lite? What harm can it do to you? Is it 
harm to you to have the spirit of Chriſt within 
you, and to have à cleanſed purified heart? If it 


de bad to be holy, why doth God lay, be pe Holy, 


for I am hol; ! 1 Pet, i. 15, 16. Lev. xx. 7. Is 
it evil to be like God? ls it not faid that Ged 
made man in his image? Why this holineſs is his 
image: this Adam loſt, and this Chriſt by his 


word and ſpirit would reſtore to you, as he doth to 
all that he will ſave, Why were you baptiſed into 


the holy Ghoſt, and why do you baptize your 
eh ldren into the Hoy Ghoſt as your Sanctifier, if 
you will not be ſadct fied by him, but think it an 
hurt to you to be ſantfied? Tell me truly, as 
be Fre the Lord, though you are loth to live an 
ha'y 1 fe, had you not rather die in the caſe of 
thofe that do ſo than of others ? If you were to 


die this day, had you not rather die in the cafe of 


a converted man, than of the vaconverted? of an 
holy and heavenly man, than of a carnal earthly 
man ? And would you not ſav as Balzam, Num. 
xxiii, 10. Let me die the death of the righteous. and 
et my lafl end be like bis ! Aud why wil: you not 
now be of the mind that you will be of then? 
fir or jaſt you muſt come to this, either to be 
converted, or to with you kad been when it is 
too late, : 


But 
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1963 4 Call to the Unconverted. 

But what is it that you are afraid of lofing if 
you turn? Is it your friends: you will but chang: 
them: God will be your friend,” and Chrift aud 


| the ſpirit will be your friend, and every Chriſtin 


will be your /riend, You will get one friend that 
will ſtand you in more ſtead than all the friend 
in the world could have done. The friends you 
loſe would have but enticed you to hell, but could 


not have delivered you; but the friend you get 


will fave you from hell, and bring you to his own 
eicrnal refi, hs 

is it your pleaſures that you are afraid of lo. 
fing ? You tnink you ſhall never have a merry 
day again if once you be converted, Alas, that 


you ſhould think it a greater pleaſure to live in 
fooliſh ſports and merriments, and pleate your 


fleſh, than live in the believing thoughts of glo- 


Tf, and in the love of God, and in tighteouſteſt 


and peace, and joy in the Holy Gtoft, in which 
the Hate of grace confiſteth, Rom. xiv. 17, It it 
be a greater pleafure for you to think of your 
lands aud inheritance (if you were Lord of all 
the country) than it is to a child to 5lay for ping; 
why ſhould it not be a greater joy to you to think 
of the Kingdom of Heaven being yours, than of 


all the riches cr pleaſures cf the world? As it is 


but {ooliſh childiſnneſs that makes children fo 
delight in gauds, that they would not leave them 
for all your lands; fo it is but foclith wor!dlinels 
and fleſhlineſs and wickedneſs, that makes you 


. fo much delight in your houſes and lands, and 


meat, and drink, ard eaſe, and honour, as that 
you would not part with them {or the heaven) 
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A Call to the Unconver ted. - 1%þ 
| delights. But what will you dg for. plaaſure 
ut change when theſe are gone? Do you not think of that? 
hrift aud When your pleaſures end in horror, and go ous 
Chriſtian with a ſtinking ſnuff, the pleaſures of the Saints 
iend thai are then at the beſt. 1 have had myſelf but & 
e friend little taſte of the heavenly pleaſures in the fors- 
ends youſſ thoughts of the bleſſed approaching day, and 0 
but could the preſent perſuaſions of the love of God in 
you get Chriſt; but 1 have taken too deep a draught of 
) his own earthly pleaſures, ſo that you may ſee, if I be 
partial, it is on your fide ; and yet I mult pro- 
id of lo. fei from that little experience, that there is ne 
a metij ¶ compariſon ; there is more joy to be had in a day 
las, that (if the ſun of life ſhine cleai upon us) in the tags. 
live iu of holineſs, than in a whole life of finful plea» 
te your ſores, I had rather be a door keeper in the houſd 
of glo-. / Grd, than to dwell in the tents of wickedneſs. 
eouſrelsY Hal. IXxxiv 10 4 day in his courts is better thaw 
in whicl , thouſand any where elſe. Ixxxiv. 10. The mic tk 
17. it ü of the wicked is like the laugater of a madman 
of your that knows not his own miſery; and therefore 
d of all $-/,;xx faith of tuch labour, it is mad, and of 
for pine ruh, what doih it & Eceleſ. ii. 2, and Eceief. 
to think „i. 2, 3,4, 5, 6. lt is better to go to the houſe 
than al ot mournin g, than to gu to the bouſe of feaſtingz 
As it i tor that is the end of all men, and the living 
Idrea ſof will 2y it to his heart. Sorrow is better than 
ve theaf Banter: for by the ſadneſs of the countenanes . 
r:diinelsY the heart is made better. The heart ot the wiſe 
kes youſſ is in the house of mourning; but tas heart of 
ds, add tools is in the houſe of mirth: It is better to bear 
as that the rebuke of the wiſe, than 1» hear the ſong of 
1CAVenIy tools; tor as the crackling of tho as under a pag 
delight | ugg, 
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ſo is the lapghter of a tool,” All the, pleaſure of 
Nee hy t| things, is but like the ſcraicuing of a may 
that ſath che iten; it is his defleale that make 
him delice it, and a wie man had rather be 
without bis pleaſure than be troub:ed with hit 
Your loudeſt laughter is bet like that ofa 
Man that is tickled ; he laugus when he 1ath no 


Eaule of joy, and it is a wijer thing tor a man to 


give all his eftate, and his life te be tiskled 0 


make him laugh, than tor you to pait with the 
love of Ged, ans 


s the caminris of holtneis, and 
the hopes of heaven, and to caſt yourteives ints 
damnation, that you may have xu fi:fh cickled 
with the pleaſure of fin for a litt while. Jadge 
as you are men, whether this be a wiſe ma!'s 
part, It is but your car nal unſanctified nature 
that makes an holy life ſecm grievous to you, and 
a courſe of ien ſualuy ſeem more delighitul, it you 
will but tur, tte Holy Ghoſt will give you ano- 


thet nature and inclination, and then it will be 


more plealant to you to be rid of your fin, than 


now it is to keep it: and you will then tay, that 


you knew not whai a coatortbie lite was til 
now, and that it was never well wich you, til 
God and holmes were your delight. 


Quell. But how cometh it to paſs that men 


ſhould be fo unreaſonable in the matteis of lal- 


vation? They have wit exongh it nner matters, 
what makes them fo loth to be couverigd, that 
there ſhould need ſo many words in 10 plain 2 


caſe, aud all will not do, but the moſt will live 


and die unconverced 2?” 


_ anſw. To name them only in a tew words, 
me cauſes are theſe ; 1. Men 
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nature 
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| I Men ate naturally iQ love with earth and 
Lech they are bun kane 3, and ther nature 
ha h an- anity to C d and 30 \tnets, as tire 
nature oi 4 let pent h. h to a man ; end Shen 
ell tha we can tay Ses ag inſt an habitua! in- 
dn ation of their natures, nv nary2l ik it beds 
pre vai. 

2. hey are in datkn-fs. and know not the 
very things hey ber. Lhe a man that was bora 
bind. and gears @ gu Cuiumendation of the 
light; but wha will bearing do, unleſs he lees it. 
They know not wiar God s, Bur What is the 
ber of the croſs of Chiilt, nor what the ſpirit 


of Solineſs is, nor What it is tolive in love by faiths + 


They know not the coriatity, and ſuitableueſe, 


and exc:ilency of the heiveniyinberitzoce, They 
know un what contrerfi in, and a holy mind and 


coaveriation s, evei, wach they bear of it, They 
are ſo a miſt or ighoviarce. They are loft and 
dewildeted in fin; the a man that has loft hime 


ſelf ia the a:ght, and knows not where he is, nor 


how to come to himte!t again, till the day- light 
do rect wet him. 


3. [hey ate willglly conftient that they need 


do converiion, but tome partial amendment; and 
thatihey are in the Wey to heaven already; and 
are converied when they are not. And if you 
meet 4 mag that is que out of his way, you 
a 106g ea0 28 can upoL AIM to turn back a- 
gain, it he will not believe you that he is out cf 

ine way. 
43. They are become flaves to their geh, and 
dranned = the world to make proviſion · for it. 
oy K 2 Their 
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111 A Call t the Unconverted. 

Their luſts, and paffions, and appetites hade 
diflracted them, and got ſuch an hand over 
them, that they eannot tel] how to deny them, 
or how to mind any thing elſe , fo that the drun- 
: kard faith, * 1 Jove a eup of good drivk, and | 
@annot forbear it.“ The glpiton ſaith, * 1 love 
good chear, aud I cannot foibear,” The for ni. 
cator faith, * I love te have wy luft ſulfilleg, and 
Jeannot forbear.“ And the gamefier loves to 
have his ſports, and he cannot forbear So that 
they are Þccome even captivated flives to their 
fleſh, and their very willulnets is become an im- 
potency, and what they would not do, they ſay 
they cannot. And the werdling is ſo taken up 
with earthly things, that he hath neither heart 
nor mind, nor time for heavenly; but as in 
Pharaoh's dream, Gra. x\i, 4. the lean kine 
Gid eat up the fat ones; fo this lean and barren 
earth doth eat up all the thoughts ef heaven. 


evil company, that they are poſſ:ſled with hard 
thoughts of a godly life, by hearing them ſpeak 
 apainit it? or at leaſt they think they may ven- 
ture to do as they ſee moſi do, and ſo they hold 
on in their finful ways: and when one is cut off, 
and cak into hell, and another ſnateht away from 
among ther 10 the ſame condemnation, it doth 
not muck Caunt them, becauſe they fee, nat 
whither they are pon? proc wreticies, they h ld 
es in their ungoGiinels, for ab ths; for they le- 
tie know that their companinye ace now in NN 
wg it in torments, In Luk: voi. the rich £25 
dell weuld 1a bave Bad Cut to warm bis Rive 

j | dei. 


5. Some are ſo carried away by the ſtream of 
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drethren, le Hey thauld come to that place of Mi 


tora ent, [i's ike he knew their minds. and 
lives, and knew bat they were haking thither, 
and lit -le dreamt that he wes there, yea, aud 
would little have believed one that ſhouid have 
told them ſo. I remember a paſſage that a gen- 
tleman, yet hing told me he a upon a bridge 
over Severn. F A man was driving a Hock of fat 
lamb, an ftomeihing. meeting them, and hin- 
derung their peſſage one of the lambs leapt upon 
the wall of the biidge, aud his legs flippiog from 


bude him, he fell into the ſtrram ; the reſt leeing 


hw. did, one ter one, leap over the bridge into 
the Frezm, and s re all or alqhoſt alldrowned ;. 
Thai: chat were behind did liitle know what wat 
become 6! tnem dat were gone before; but 
thought toy might vincute to lolo their _ 
Path ns ; but ab Jon as cver they were over the. 
wall. and tailing beadlong the cale was altered; 
Even fo it is with un 188 * carnal men. Oue 
dieth by them, ani drops into bell, and anolher 
follows the ſame way : ane yet they wilhgo after 
ae heraute the; hn not whether they are 
goge. Ob, but waen deach bath once opened. 
th- ur ey: s anf then tee what 1$ on the other ſide 
o the ; even in anotnet world, then hat- 
would they give to be wiece they were! 
6. Mo:cover, they have a ſubtle malizioue- 
enemy, that is unle*D of them, a.d plays his 
gane inthe dark; and it is his principal buſi- 
eſs to binder tuell convet ſion; and theretore to 
kee p them waere they are, by perſuading them 
| 3 not- 


F M. R. Rowley, ef Shrew [bay upon Acham- Brigde 


114 AJ Cali ts the Unzmucried. | 
not to believe the ſcriptures, or not to trouble their 
wind with theſe matters; or by perſuading then 
to think ill of a god'y life, or to think that it's 
more ado than needs, andthat they may be ſaved 
witoeut converſion, and without all this ſtir; and 
that God is fo merciful, that he will not damn 
any ſuch as they; or at leaſt, that they may ftay 


low the world a little longer yet, and then let it 
80, and repent hereafter. And by ſuch juggling 
deluding cheats as theſe, the devil keeps th: 
moſt” in his captivity, and leadeth them to his 
= miſery. EEE: 5 
_ Theſe. add foch like impedements as theſe, 
do keep fo many thouſands unconverted. when 
Cod hath dene ſo much, and Chriff hath /ufered ſo 
uch and Miniflers have ſaid ſo much for their 
canverſion ; when their reaſons are ſilenced, and 
they are not able to anſwer the Lord that calls 
eſter them, Turn ye, tern ye; why will you die? 
yet all comes to nothing with the greateſt part of 


Dut to fit down and lament their wilful miſery. 


wicked men's diſohzdience. It nothing will ſerve 
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2 little Jonger, and take their pleaſure, and fol- 


them; and they leave us no more to do after ali, 


I have now ſhewed you the reaſonableneſs of 
God's commands, and the unreaſonableneſs of 


gurn, bat men will yet refuſe ta turn, we are 
next to conſider who it is long ot, if they be 
damned. And this brings me the laſt doctrine 
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bod. 9. That after all this men will not turn 
it is nei lengeſ God that they are co - 

demned, but of them/elve;. even their 

own mwiſulneſi, They die becauſe 

' they will, that is, becauſe they will 


wot [krn. © | 


Call ts the Unconveried, 


Wn PF ycu will go to hell, what remedy ? God 


here aquits himſelf of your blood it ſhall not 
on him it you be loſt, A negligent miniſter 
uy draw it upon him; and thoſe that encou- 
ge you, Or hinder you not in fin may draw it 
don them, but be ſure of it, it ſhall not lie upon 
d. Saith the Lord concerning his unprofi- 
die vineyard, Ta. v. i. 2. 3. 4. Fudge 1 
) 50 f, betwixt me and my vineyard, what could 
ve been done more te my vineyard, that I baue 
done in it? When he had planted it in a fruit - 
eil and fenced it, and galtered out the ſtonet, 
d planted it with the choiceft vines; 
What ſhould he have done more to it? He hath 
de you men, and endowed you with reaſon ; 
zath furniſhed you with ail extcrral neceſ- 
iet, all creatures are at your ſcrvice ; he hath 
en you a righteous perfect law. When ye had 
bre it, and undose yourſelves, he had pity on 
, and ſent bis Son by a miracle of condeſen - 

g mercy to die for you, and by a ſacrifice for 

ur fins, and he was in Chnift reconciling tie 
d to hiowfelf.. | 
he Lord Jeſus have made you a: deed of gilt 
hinaſelf, and eternal life with him, on the 
dition you will bet accept it and return. 


hath 


4 


He 


116 A oy fo e Uncenveriee. Bit d-ave 
h ath on this -aus condition ffeced you the chriſt h 
ſree pargoy of ll your fins ; he Rath written thi before 5 
in his ward, and cab: by 13 {oirit, and fem kupdrec 
It you by „nis mu . : ie y alre made the „fee tit you 
to ygqu un hunde 2nd an hundred ricnhes, aad told of 
called you io accept it and turn to God the wor 
They wave 'n bs dame intreated you, Att) tea. iford; 
ſoned the caſe w th you, and antwered allfflives, ag 
your frivolus objectioa:. He hath long wait-Foent of 
ed u 7014, an? ſaid your lelſure, and ſuffered then thi 
you to abuſe him to his face, He bath merci-Miill you 
fully (uſtain:d you n ths midit of your ſius + be ould m 
hath compal[:d you abu with 2 forts of mers often 
cies ; he hath alto laterm x: at ms to cem oiicought 
FUN ot your folly, and cal! yoa 13 your wills, Ide ham 
his fpirit Rare been often f{.rivins with 5901 his ears! 
hear and 1ay no there, Turn Anner, turn le hinſhhou. yet 
that calleth thee : Ws ther ar! tha going Ho this di 
ert thy doing! 10% thou Ang 5 t witl be ting now 
end Hou long wil ts hal. Fo friends ant lh belong 
thine enewvres 3 | n pit t let 29 ai) and twill be u 
and elne. up 1+ "v/el/ to Hod ad give thy Redet den', it i. 
mer the 4 fron of *by foul ! When thall it ove id mete 
Theſe pie dings have b ca uſes wich thee, andMiat is lil 
when chou hat del+ yen they at been utse0 make it e 
make heſt and God ha h ca-ledta thee Te died becen 
while it ir called to day: harden nt thy heart HUI bi; 
nt naw, wither! any more delay! Lie nath been a 
ſet delote you ; the Joys of ueaven bee bee boup his, 
ap*ned to you in the goſpel; the e:ctainty off u hy, e. 
them hath been manifeſted; the certainty of theſfereg 301 
everlating tocments of the damned bath bee Ly tore 
decgted bo eu; unlels 150 would ave a fight 


* d 


1 4% a 
4 4 
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of beaver and hell, whit could you defire more? 

ou thellchriſt hats been, as it were, ſet forth crucified. 
n HitEibefore your eyes, Cal. iii. 1. You have been an 
> tem hupdred times told that you are but loſt men 
„fler n you come wato him; as oft you have been 
„ and told of the evil of fin, of the vanity of tin, 
> Golfiie world, and the pleaſures and wealth it can 
rea- iford ; of the ſhortneſs and uaceetainty of your 
ed ales, aad the tnJlels durauon of the joy ar tor- 
Wait - Nauent of tae lite to come, All this, and more 
fferedſitden this have been told, and told again, even 
merei · ul you were weary of hearing it, and till 50 
S 3 heFtould make the lighter of it, becauſe you hve 
| mer c->ften heard it, like the ſmith's dog, that ig. 
em 32 krought by cuſtom to flrep under the noiſe of 
Wirts, Mike hammers, and when the ſparks do fl; about 
\ 7000 his ears? and though afi-this have not converted 
| 1: hint you. yet you are alive, and might have mercy 
ir ito this day, it you bad but be-ris to entertaiy it, 

be the aad now let reaſon itſelt be ti judge, whether 
„ließt belong of God cr you, if er all this yo 
tir be unconverted and be Caruced ? If you dre 
Nele rw, it is becauſe you will He, bat ſhonid be 
we id mace to you, or what churſe ſñ ud be taken 
e. zudhtet is liber to prevail? Are yu to ſay and 
sed tohnake it gaod, we would ſain have bien converted 
7 died become new creatures. but de uid not, we 
ot Hela have fain forfoken cur fins. but we e5uld not; 
h bee would ruve changed our company, and our 

tour bis. and cur diſcourſe but we cont; nol. 


e hee! 
nty off hy, covid you nt 4j you would? What hin- 


of theFered 13cu but the wickedreft of your hearts ? 
1 breae fore: yuu to fig, c who Cid held you 


a fight 


back. 


* 
* * 
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118 A Call to the Uncenverted, 
back from your duty ? Had you not che ſamy 
teaching, and time, and iber y to be godly, ax 


not you have bed g Codly as weil az hey? Wee 
the church doois thut again you, or did uat 
you keep Away yourteive.., ot fi and fl:cp. or 
hear as if you did ust acar ? Dd God bu 1D any 
exceptions sint y uin his word, eh Nt 10- 
viticd fines i0 re urn; and be pion fed nere 
to thote tha: do return? Dd he tay T will par- 
din all that repent except thee ? Did ne lt tnec 
our trom the l. berty of iis h woilh p ? Did be 
torbjd you to pray to him 1 more then O'Rers! 
You know hz did not. 
awayArom him but 50 o ook him, awd ruil 
away yourſelves aud when he called you to bim 
you would not co nee, I God bad xcepted you 
out 0! the gehe at promie and Ar of mercy; 
er had ald to ο Stand Ci, In have go. 
th ig to do with in ch 28 JOU; pray not ta me for 
1 will vol bear u; you repent never io gg 
and dy for mice fo much, I wil vot cegald 
you,” if 6 od? nad left you noiking to ira t 
but celnera'ion, then 795 had nal a tac exgule, 
you nge have ſaig, to what end dy I :epent 
and turn hen I wil! d no gout 2 But thi! 
was not yoor Cain, you might gave hag Corll 
to be your Lord aud . 0 51 ; your head and 
h1 ſo 1 f +; &5 Weil av Otner:, 
nu?” brcafe on Feit yourtrive 
for tte Di yſie an, and bec 
ſpare your d ſeals, nm your heal tz you 
thoſe . Lale iK. 14; 
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have this min to feign over us.” Chriſt would 
have gaiuried you under te wings of his Sal- 
vation, and you wonld not, Mat xxill, 37. What 
defires of your wellate did the Lord xo. 
in hs hot word? With ware compallins did 
he and over you and lay, *' O that my people 
had h:atked unto me, and that they had walked 
in my weys ! Plaim xviil 13. Ixxvi. 3. 
O that there were ſuch a heart in this people, 
that they would fear me and keep all my com- 
mandments always, that it might be well with 
them, and their children forever!“ Deut. v. 
0. O that they were wiſe, and they under ſtond 
is, and that they would conſider their letter 
end!“ Duet. xxx'i, 29. He would have been 
eur G d. and all for you that y: vr fouls could 
weil defire 55 but you loved the world and 
jour A-{h above him, and therefore y-w wouldnt 
bear ken to bim. theugh you compiimented wRa 
dm, and gave him ih title“, yet waen it came 
to the clofing you would have nome of him Pal. 
xz. II. 12. No inarvel inen be gare 
jeu up to your own hearts luſts and walked in 
four dn counſels““ Ne cor deſcends to reafon 
nd pleads the caſe with you and 2 - yuy, 
* Wiat is there in me, or my fervice toat 
zou ſhould be fo much again? me) What ham 
ave J done thee ſinner ? Have i defer ved his 
nkind dea ing at thy nand? Many mere es have 
| ſhewed thee . for which of them doſt 1b vw dife 
iſe me? Is it lor is it Sa an ihat is th enemy 
it * or is it thy carnal fel: that would undo 
? Is it an holy lite, or a lice fin that thon 

halt 


* * * , g 3 


220 4 Call to tht Unconverted. 
haſt eauſe to ſtay from ? Af thou be undone, the 


procureſt this to thyſelf by ſorſaking me, thy 


Lord that would have ſaved thee. - Jer. ii. ) 
Doth not thy own wickedneſs correct thee, an 
thy fin reprove thee; thou mayeſt ſee that iti 
An evil and bitter thing, that thou haſt forſake: 
mae, Jer. ii. 19. What iniquity have you found ii 
me that you have followed #fter vanity, and for 
| ſake me? ſer, ii. 5, 6.“ Hecalleth our, 231 
vere, tothe brutes,tohear the controverſy he batt 
againſt you, «* Mie. ii. 3. 4. 6. Hear 0 
mountains, te Lord's controverſy, and ye firon; 
foundations of the earth, for the Lord bath a con 
troverſy with his people, and he will ple ad wit! 
Ifreal. O my people what have I done unt 
thee, and wherein have I wearied thee? teſti 
againſt me, for I brought thee up out of Eg yp! 
and Redeemed thee, &c. Hear, O heavens, ant 
give ear, O earth, tor the Lord hath ſpok:o, 
bave nouriſhed and brought up childten, and 
they have rebelled againſt me. the ox knowe!l 
bis owner, and the aſs his maſtes,s crib ; bu 
Tireal dothmot know, my people deoth not con 
ider ! Ab fintul nation, a people lades wir 
iniquity, a ſeed of evil doers? Sc. IIa. i. 2 
3 4. Do you thus requite the Lord, O foofi 
people, and unwiſe? Is not he thy Faiher th 
bought thee ? Hath he not made thee, and «1 
bliſhed rhee.”? Debt. xxxii, 6, When he fi 
that you forſook him, even for nothing, an 
- tbined away from your Lord and Life, to hut 
after the chaff and te A bers of the world, hetol 
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12 


table employment, h Ifa. lv. 1. 2. 3, * Where 


tore do you ſpend your money for that which is 
not bread and your labour for that which fatis- 
tyeth not? Hearken dlligebtly into me, and eat 
ye that which is good, and let your fool delight 
itſelf in fatnefs. Incline your ear, and come un- 
to me, hear, and your foul ſhall live, and I wil 
make an everlaſting covenant with you; even 
the ſuce mercies cf David. 


while he is near. Let the wicked torſake his way 
and the unrightous man his thoughts, & let him 
return unto the Lord, and be will have mercy 


upon him; and to our God, for he will abun- 


dantly pardon, ver. 6, 7. 
17. 18. 
complain's have you put him to, charging it on 
you at your wilfelneſ & tubbornnels, fer. ii. 12. 


and fo Ifa, i. 16. 


13. Be attonithed, O heavens, at this, aud be hor- 


bly airaid, For thy people have committed two 
evils; they have forfakeng me, the fountain of 
living waters, & hewed them out cifterns, broken 
eiſterns that can hold no water,” Many a time 
bath Chrift proclaimed that free invitation to you 
Rev. Mii. 11. Let him that is a thirſt come, 
22d whoſoever will, let him take the water of life 
ireely.” But you pot bim to complain after all 
dis offers; „ They will not come to me chat they- 
may have life, John. v. 40. Hz hath invited yon 
to feaſt with hic in the Kingdom of his Grace, 
and you have bad excuſes from your grounde, 
and your cattle, and your worldly bnſinceſs, 
and when you would not come, you have faid 


* 


o 


| Seek ye che Lord 
while he may be fobad. Call ye upon bim 


And when you world not hear, what 
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122 A Call te the Hnconvertel. 
vou could not come; & provokes: him to Teſo'pe 
that you ſhould never täſte of his ſupper, Luke 
Xiv. 15. to 25 And Who is long of now but 
yourſelves.? aad what cap you fay is the chief 
cauſe of your damnation, but your own' willy? 
you would be damned. The whole caſe is laid 
open by Chnſt, Prov. i. from the 20. to the 
end. Wiſdom crieth without, fhe vitereth her 


voice in the ſtreets, ſhe crieth in the chief place 


of the coacovrie, How long, ye fimple ones, will 
ye love ſimplicity, and the ſcorners delight in 


' ſeorning, and fools hate knowledge? Turn ye 


at my reproot; behold 1 will pour our my fpirit 
unto you, I will make known my words unte 
you Becauſe | have called, and ye have refuled, 


I have ſtretched out my hands, and no man 


regarded, but you have ſet at novght all ny 
counſel, and woald nope of my reproofs ; | 
alſo will laugh at your calamity, I will, meal 
when your ſear cometh : when your fear comet. 
as deſolation, and jour deſtruction cometh as 


whirlwind ; when diftre's and anguiſh camel 


upon you, then ſhall they call upon me, bat 


I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early bu 


they ſhall not find me, For that tl. y hate 


knowledge, and did not chooſe the fear of th 


Lgrd. They would none of my counſels: Tie 
deſpiſed all my reproof: Therefore thall they © 
of the fruit of their own way, and be filled witl 
the ir own devices. For the turning away of tt 
ſimple fhall flay them, and the proſperity of foo 
ſhall deftroy them. Bur whoſo hearkeneth t 
me ſhall dwell ſafely, and ſhall be quiet from n 
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4 Call to % nc pnverted. I 2 3 


fear of evil,” I thought beũ to recite the whole text 


at large to you, becauſe +t doth fo iully ſhew the 
cauſe of the deſtructipn of the wicked. It is not be - 
cauſe God would not teich them but becauſe they 
would not learu. [tis not becauſe God would not 
call them, but becauſe they woald not turn atchis 
reproof, Fheit wilfuineſs is theic undoing, 


2 CEF M .. 
"ROM what hath been ſaid, you further | 
learn theſe following things : 

From hence you may fee. not only what 
blaſphemy and impie y it is, to lay tie blame 
of men's deſtruction upon God; but alſo how. 
vafit theſe wicked wretclies are io bing in ſuch a 
charge againſt their Maker, dey ciy ont thong 
God, and tay. he gives them ne: grece 2 ty 
threarnings are ſevere, and Ga for hid inhat alt 
lhoald be dainacd that be nc! converted 228 
ſeuct fied; and they bink ii a ara mu iu 4 
a mort fin (ſhould hase an ebdle! aer ; 
Cent hei 
hen in. the mean time they are buiy abut e 
own deſttuction, even cutin tne hrt ot heir 
own fouls, and not be per usded to hoid 
their hands, They think Cd were cruel it he 
ſhould damn them: and yet ey are to crouch tn 
themſelves, that they will run into rac fare of nell 
when God bath told them it is a little before 
them, and neither intreaties nur tRItain aps 
nor any thing that can be ſaid, ile Rop tem 
We lee them almoſt vodone-; their be 
worldly, fleſhly lives do tell us that they are in 
L. 2 the 


124 AJ Call to the Unconberted 
the power of the devil; we kngw' if they die 


before they are converted, All the world cannot 


fave them, and knowing the oncettainty of their, 
lives, we are afraid every day lett they drop into 
the fire; and therefore we intreate them id pity 
their; own ſouls, aud not to undo themſelves 


when mercy is at hand, and they wil] net hear 


us. We intreat em io catt away their fin, and 
come to Chrift withour delay, and to have forme 
merey en themſelves, but they will have none; 
and yet they think that God mult be cruz} if be 


| , condemn them. O wil;ul wreiched baners ! It 
is not God that is crucl to you. it is you. that are 


eruel to yourſelves z you are told you muſt turn 
er burn, and yet you turn not. 
that if you will needs keep your ſms, you ſhall 


| _ the curſe of God with them; and yet you. 


sep them. You ane told that there is no 


way to happineſs but by holineſs, and yet you 


will not be holy. What would you have God 
to ſay more to you ? What wonld you have 
him de with his mercy ? He offece th it you, ard 
you will not have it. You are ia the ditch of ſin 
and miſery, and he would give you his hand to 
helo you out, and you retuſe his help; he 
would cleanſe you of your fins, and you had 
rather keep then! you love your laſt, and love 
your glutiony and ſports, & drunkenneis & will 
not let them go; wouid you have him bring you 
to heaven whether you would ot no; Or would 
you hav: him bring yos and your fins to heaven 
together! Why that is an impoſſibility, you ma: 
1 l expect he mould turn the ſun imo 52 
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Cali to the Unconvertes. 125 
What, in onfauct,fied fl: taly heart be in 


. 
neſs. 
heaven ! it cannot be; there entereth nothing 
that is unclean, cv. xxi, 17 For what conmu- 
nication haih lite with darkneſs, or Caritt with 


Belial ? 2 Cor, vi. 14. 15. All the day Jong 
bath be flretched out his hands to a &fobegdicnt & 
gainſaying people. Rom. . 258. har will you do 
now? will you cry toGod tor mercy? Why,c04 caſe 
led upon you to have mercy upo yoart ive, and 
you would not. Miniſters fee the poitoncd Gup in 
the dragkard's hand, & tell him (heir is poiſou in 
it, and defire him to have mercy on Bis fon 
and forbear, and he will not near us: denk 
ic he muſt and vill; be loves it, and therfore 
3 hell comes nex@ he fays he cannot he 5 
- What lhould one fay to ſuch men 24 theſe ? 

We tell the ungodly careleſs worldligg. t ig 
not ſuch a life will ferve the turn, or ever bring 
you to heaven.“ if a bear were at your back, you 
would mend your pace; and when the curte of 
God is at your back, and Satan and hell are at 
your back, will you not ſtir, bat zik What 
needs all this ado? Is an immortal du of ge 
more worth ? O have mercy upon 96 {elves 112 
Bat they will have 09 meccy upon themnicives, 
nor once regard us We teil them the end will 
be bitter, wao can dwel! with the ever aſting 
fire? And yer they will nave no merey upon thera- 
felves, And ye: will theſe h meleis wr: tones 
fay, that God is e merciful than fs cond. ins 

them, when it ir taemfelves, that cru-iiy and un- 
nercifally run apon condemnation, and ti we 


ould go to them with our hats in our hands, 


L 3 
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126 A Call to the Uncen verted, 


and intreat them, we cannot ſtop, them, but to hel 


| they will go, and yet will not believe that they 
are going thither, if we beg of them for the ſake 
of God that made them and preſerved them, for 
the ſake of Chriſt who died for them, for the ſake 
of their own poor ſouls, to pity themſelves, and go 
uo further in the way to hell, but come to Chriſt 


while his arms are open, and enter into the {tate 
of liſe While the. doors ſtands open, and now take 
mercy while mercy may be had, but they wiil not 
be perſuaded. If we ſhould die for it we cannot 


get then ſo much as now and then to conſider 


with themſelves of the matter, and to turn, and 


yet they can ſay, I hope God will be merci- 


ful.“ Did you never conſider what he ſaith, Iſa. 
Xxvii. 11. It is a people of no underflancing ;. 


therefore he that made them wili not have mercy 


on then; & he that fogrmed them will ihew them. 


no favour, I another man will not cloathe you 


when you ate naked, and feed you when you are 
If he 


hungary, you vill tay. he is unmercitu}, 
ſhould caſt yon into priſen. oc: beat ard tor- 
ment you, you would ſay he is unmerciiul ; and 
yet you would do a thouſand more ag ant youc- 
ſelves, even caſt away both foul and body for 
erer, and never complain of your own upmerct- 
. fulneſs.;- Yea, and God that waited upon you 


| all the while with his mercy, muſt be taken to 


be unmerciful, if he puniſh you after all this, 
Unleſs the Holy God of Heaven will give theſe 


wreatches leave to trample upon his Sens blood, 


and with the Jews, as it were again, to ſpit in 
his face, agg do deſpite io. the ſpirit of Grace, 


and- 
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A4 Call ts the Unconverted. 1275 
nel | and make a jeſt of fin; and a mock at holineſs, 
they || and ſet more light by faving mercy, than by the 
ſake I filth of their fleſkly pleaſures ; and unleſs, after all * 
for this, he will fave them by the merey Which they * | In 
ſake || caſt way, and wovld have none of, God him- i 
d go || felf muſt be called unmerciful by them, But he 
hriſt Þ will be juſtified when he judgeth, and he will not 
ſtate I ſtand or fall at the bar of a hoful worm, ; 
take I know that there are many particular $avils 
1 not Ithat are brought by them againſt the Lord, but 
not II ſhall not here ſtay to anſwer them particu- 
fider larly, having done it already in my Treatiſe of 
and Judgement, to which I refer them. Had the 
zerci- diſputing part of the world been as eareful te 
Iſa. Þroid fin and diſtruction, as they have been buſy 


ling: [earching after the cauſe of them, and fore ward 


a:1Cy ndercaly to iwpnte it to Gad, they might 

chem ſhave exerciled their wits more profitably, and 

e you ſhave leſs wronged God, and ſped better them- 

u are f:'ves. When io ugly 2 monſter as fia is With 

I he Ia vs, 2nd fo he>vy a thing as puniſhment is on 

tor- . and ſo dread nl a thing as heli is before us, | 
add ne ſhould think it ſhovid be an eaſy queſtion, 1 
rouge Pho is in the fault, whether Cod or man de the bil 

y for Principal or cuipable cauie ? Some men are ſuch mi 

nerci- fkvourable judges of themſelves, that they are 1 | 

z you ſFoner.to accuſe the it finite pertzKion & goodneſs... | | 

en to felt, than their qwo hearts, and imitate their firſt bill | 
this, rents, that ſaid, the ſerpent iempted me, Ml 
theſe d ihe woman that thou gaveſt me, gave uate F 

lood, I“, and 1 did eat.” Szeretly implying tha: Gad MY 

ſpit in fÞs the cauſe, 80 ſay they, the underſtanding 1. iſ 

race, Nat thou gaveſt ene wan unable t9 diſcerg; tha. Fl 


and- 
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128 J Call to the Unconverted. 
the will that thou gaveſt me was unable to make 
a better choice; the objects which thou didlt ſet 
before me, did intice me; the t:mpt⸗tions which 
thou didſt permit to ſſault me, prevailed again 
me. And ſome are fo loih to think that 
God can make a ſelf determiwing creature, that 
they dare not deny him chat which they take to be 
his prerogative, to be the deter miaer of the will in 
everyiſin,. as the firſt efficient immediate phy ſical 
cauſe ; agd many could. be content to acquit God 
fromſo- much caufing of evil, it they could but 
reconcile it with his being the chief eauſe offiou gra 
good, as; if tiuths would be no ſonger trutla Obj:< 
than we are able to {ee them in their pet fe ct ordet at mer 
and co-herence; becauſe our ravelled wits cannot Anſau 
ſet them right together, nor aſſign each truth infour cap 
proper piace, we preſume to conclude that forneÞith ny 
muſt be caſt away, 7 his is the fruit of ſelf con-JJatucal) 
ceitedneis, when men receive not God's truth acuity, 
2 child his |:{fon, in an holy ſubmiſſion to the omFard to 
nifcience ot our Teachers, byt o ccsfarers thaiſFieace, 
are too wilt to leatu. - Pm. br 
Odject But we cannot convert ourſelveſtvch t. 
til God convert v3: Ne can do nothing withPt befoc 
out his grace; it is not hin that willeth, nor ig your | 
him that runneth ; but in God that (hewethÞ=icioos 
— | erp tim 
Anſw. 1. God hath two degrees of merey th} your c 
ſhew ; the mercy of coverfion firſt, and thFÞ'2, I h 
mercy of ſalvation laſt; the latter be will gi hol ca 
to none but thoſe that will and run, and hai 2 ie: 
promiſed it to them only, The former is h an 
atake tem willing that were unwilling, and thi | 
*. 2 ; x you 


$1 


your own willng and endeavours deſerve not bis 


make trace yet your wiltol refufal deſerveth that it 


Git tet boufd be denied to you. Your diſabiſiiy is your 
whichſpery unwithagneſs itfel?, which excuſeth not your 
ainftſÞat- but make th it the greater. You could turn 
that i you were bat truly willing. and if your wills 
„ thatſdemſclves are fo currupted that nothing but ef- 


e to be ectual grace will move them you have the more 


will in taufe to ſcek for that grace, and yield to it, and 
hy fical jo what you can in the uſe of means, and not 
nt Godſegl ect i-; and fer agaiaſt it, Do what you ar: 
iid buthble fieſt, and then complain of Gd tot dengiug 
auſe olllou grace it yu have cauſe. 

truthafſ Odject. But yor n 2a intimate al this while 
g orderipat 1118 hath free dil. a 2 


cannot} 42/w. Toe ditpute 3 ſree-will i is beyond 
ruth irgour capzeity; 1 thall therefore now trouble 10 
it ſomebith no mere but this about it. Your wilt is 
et con-Jaiucaliy à free, that is, æ ſelf determining 


ruth aipculty, but it is viciouſly inclined, and back - 
he om - ard to do goed ; and therefore we ſee by ſad gẽE - 
rs thatlerjence, that it hath not a virtuoas moral free - 


ur ſelveitvech che puniſhmen:; and | pray you let us 
g wichP! befool ouctelves with opinions, Le: the caſe 
ſhewethaiicioos that be falls upon you and beats you 

erp time he meets you, and takes away the lives 
merey i your children, will you excuie him, becauſe he 
and thi th, 1 have not free will, it is my natufe; L. 
will gie not cauie, u.leis God give me grace ? It you 
nd hailve a ſervant that robbeth you, will you take 
ner is ih an anſwer from him ? Might not every thief” 
and the and 


you 
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vpm; but that it is the wickedneſs of it that de- 


nor i your own, If n had an enemy that was fo 
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130 q 4 call to the Unconverted. © 
and murderer that is hang:d at the aſſize giee 
ach an anſwer, I have not free will; 1 cannot 
change my own',heart; what can I do withony 
God's: grace, And hall they cherefgge be ze. 
quitied.? ? Tf not, why then thould yourthink te 
be acquitted for a curſe ot fin againſt the Lord? 
2 From hence ao youu Way obiecee theis three 
thiags together. 1. What a {abil- temper ſatan 
is. What a decenful th. ing fails, 3. What 
A fooliſh create corrupted man is. A fubtle 
temper indeed, that can periuale the greatelt 
part, of the world. to go into everlaſting fire, 
when they bave fo many warn: ngs and diſſuaſt, 
ves as they have. & deceitful thing is ſia indeed, 
that can bewircch ſo many ;thouſands to pat 
with evcrialling lite, for a thing fo baſe and ut- 
_ teely unworthy ! A fosbiſh creature is man indeed, 
that will be cheated of his ſalvati en tor nothing, 
yea for a kcown nothing, and that by an enemy, 
and a known enemy, You would thiok it impofſ. 
bleghar any man in his wits ſhould be Serbe 
for a littie o calt himſeit into the fire, or water, 
or into a coal pit, to- the deſtruction of his life, 
and yet men will be enticed to eaſt themſelves in 
to hell. It your natural lives were in your own 
hands, that yon ſhould not die till you would kill 
yourſelves, how long would molt of you live 
And yet when your everlaſting life is fo far in 
your own hands under God, that you cannot be 
undone till you undo yourſelves, how few of you 
will torbear your own undoing ? Ah what a fi 
9s thing is man! and what beunching and be oc 
ing thing is in. 
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I call to Ihe Varonverted. 
3. From hence alſo you may learn, that it is 
po great wonder if wicked men be hinderers- of 
others in the way to heaven, and Would Fave as 
many unconver ted as they can, and would draw 
them into fin, and keep them in it ! Can you ex 
pect that they ſhould have mercy: on others, that 
have none upon themſelves? and watahey 
mould mueh ſtick at the deftruQion- of others, 
that ſtick not to deſtroy themfelves! That do 
no worſe by others than they do by themſelves, 
4. Laſtly, you may hence learn that the great- - 

ek enemy to man is himſelf, and the greateſt 
judgemerF. in this lite that can befal him, 1s to be 
left to himſelf, and chat the greateſt work that 
Grace hath to do, is to fave vs from ourſelves, 
and. the greateſt accuſations and complaints of 
men ſhould be againſt themſelves, and that the 
greateſt work that we have to do ourſelves, is to 
reſiſt ourſelves, and the greateſt enemy that we 
ſhould daily pray, and waich, and ftrive againſt, 
is our own carnal hearts and wills, and the great- 
eſt part of your work, if yon would do good to 
others, and help them to Hheavey, is to fave them 
from themſelves, even from their blind under- 
fandings, and corrupted wills, and pervgrſe af- 
ſections, and voilent paſſions, ald unruly ſenſes. 
1 only name all theſe for brevity ſake, and leave 
them to your {urther conſideration, | 
Well, Sirs, now we have found out the great 
deliquent and murtherer of fouls (even men's 
ſelves, their own wills) what remains but that 
you judge according to the evidence, and confeſs 
this great iniquity before the Lord, and be hum- 
ES, 97 bled 
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bled for it, and do ſo no more? To theſe thru seithe 

ende diſtinctiy, 1 ſhall add a few words mote ſin, b 

1. Further te convince you; 2. To humble ye away 
And 3. To reform you. it their yet be any hope luft be 
1. We know fo much of the excreding gration when 
"nature of God, who is willing to do goad, ani fee he 
delighteth ta ſnew mercy, that we have no reaſoll piſcen 
to ſulpect him of being the culpable cauſe of on death 
death, or to call him eruel; he made all good fruit v 
and he preſerveth and maintaineth all; the eye You h 
of all things do wait vpon him, and he giveth] Ipider 
them their meat in dye ſeaſons he openeth hi ing fo 
hand, and ſatisfeth the defires of all the living] webs 
© Pal, cxlv, 15, 16; He is not only righteous i ſhe ws 
all his ways, and therefore will deal juitly, and} 2. 
| holy in all his wordt, and therefore not the ay firoyer: 
thor of fin, but he is alſo good to all, and his ten tempta 
der "kgs are over all his works, Pſal. xiv, I ſcarce ! 
N * are rea 
. But 2s 1 man, we know his mind is dark yo.. 
bis will preverſe, and his affetions carry him ſq error a 
headlong, that be is fitted by his ſolly and cor hinder 
ruption to ſuch a work as the Geſtroying of him If he w 
ſelf. If you ſaw a lamb lie killed in the wayit is fo 
would you ſooner -ſuſpe& tha ſhee p or-the dygIvile affe 
or wolf, to be the author of it, if they bothſſll he w 
land by? Or if you ſee an houſe broken, agi you are 
the people murtheted, would you ſooner ſuſp:QLf he w. 
the Prince or Judge, that is wiſe and j1%, and rotds, 
had no need, or a known thief or Murderer? Trarb. 
fay there fore, as Jam. i, 13. 14. 15. Let asi ther 
man ſay whea ke is tempted, that he is temprequs he ca 


ot God, fer God capnot be tempted with £viiſie ende 
| neith 


1 
12 * 


5 


e thre 


5 1 to . AI 
. tenpteth be any man,” to draw bim to 


morel fin, but every man is tempted when he is drawn 


le youll} away of his own luſt, and inticed. Then when 
7 hope Juſt. bath conceived, it bringeth forch fin ; and fin 
ratio when it & finiſhed, bringeth forth death. ” Yon 
d, and}: ſee here, that fin is the brat of your on concu- 
 reafoy piſcence, and not to be fathered on God, and that 
ot one] death: is the offspring of your. own fin, and the 
good fruit which it will yield you as ſoon as it is ripe, 
he eye} You have a treaſure of evil in yourſelves, as 2 
giveth} ſpider hath of poiſon, from whence you ate bring. 
th hi ing forth hurt to yourſelves, and ſpirning ſuck 
living webs as entangle your own fouls, Tour nature 


t20us inff-ſhews it is you that are the cauſe. 


ly, an 2, It is evident that-you are your own de- 
the aul ſtroyers, in that you ate ſo ready to entertain any 


his ten temptation almoſt that is offered 500. Satanis 
xiv, FI Ccarce readier io moye you to any evil, than you 


ace ready to hear, and #6 do as he would have 


s dark you. It he would tecgt your underſtanding to 


him ſq error and prejudice, you yield. If he would 


nd cor hinder you from goed reſolutions, it is ſooh done. 
of him If he would cool any good defires or a ffectiqns, 


je waylit is ſoon done, It be weuld kindle any oft r | 


he dyggvite affeQions and defice in you, it is ſoon done. 
ry bott he will put you on to evil thoughts, or deeds, 
en, -ardyou are ſo free, that he needs no rod nor ſpur. 
ſoſp:{[f he would keep - you from holy thoughts and 
A. ang words, and way, a little doth it, you need ne 
erer? arb. You examine not his ſu geſtions. nor re. 
Let nit them with any reſolution, nor caſt them out 
empteus i he caſts them in, nor quench the. parks whieh 
ih vide endeavoureth to kindle; but you ſet in with 
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| him, and meet him half way, and embrace bie 
motions, and tempt him to tempt you. 


5 for a bait and will take the bare hook. 
3. Your deftryQion is evidently long of your- 


| felves in that von refit all that would help to 


ſave you, and would do you good, or hinder you 
from undoing yourſelves, God would help and 
ſave you by is word, and you refiſt it, it-is too 
© ſiri for you, He would ſarQify you by hig 
ſpirit, 2 you reſiſt and quench it. If any may 
.reprove-you for your fin, you fly in his face with 


evil words; and if he would draw you to an holy 


life, and tell you of your preſent danger, you 


give him little thanks, but either bid him look : 


to himſelf, he ſhall not anſwer for you, or elſe, 


| at beſt, you put bim off with aa heartleſs thanks 


and will not turn when yori are perſuaded. If 


| Miniſters would privately inficu& and help you, 
| you will not come at them; your unhumbled 
[- fouls do feel but little need of their help; if hey | 
|. _ would catechiſe you, you are too old to be cate: [| 


chifed, though you are not tao old to be ignorant 
and unholy. Whatever they can ſay to you for 
your good, you are ſo (elf conceited and wiſe in 
your owp eyes, even in the depth of ignorance, 
that you well regard nothing that agree 


your preſent conceits, but contradit your teach: 
Cs as if you were wiſer that they; you teſiſt all 
that they can fay to you, by your ignorance, and] 
wilfulneſs, and foeliſh cavils, and ſhifting evaſi- 
. 3 and unthankſul rej jeQions, ſo that no ta | 

that 


3 
7” * 


| And it 
3 is eaſy to Eatch ſuch-greedy fiſh that are ranging | 


not with 
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” ble 


od it 1 4. Moreover, it is apparent that Nj, are Telt- Me. ll 
vging deſtroyers, in that you draw the matter of your jus | 
4 and defiruttion even from the bleed God himſelf.” \. 
= "| You like not the contrivances of his wiſdom $ —— 

*. . you like not his juſtice, but take it for cruelty 
2 bids fs, but are ready to chi 1 

and Jen like not his boline , but a y "ſt 

P he is ſuch a one as your ſelves, P/al, I. 21. pe) =_ | 
50 makes as light of fin as yon; Jeu like not hies 
* truth, but would have his threaienings, even his 
— peremptory threatniggs piove falſe. And his 1 
+ {| goocneſs, which you fem moll high ly te aps. || 
; won prove, you partly refill, as it weuid lead you ts | 
ker | repentance, and partly abuſe, to the een s- 

: 10 ing ot your fins as if you might the freelier fin, 

: W bacauie God. is merciſul, and becauſe his grace 
| It doth ſo much abound, = 

£ 5. Yea you /etch defiruttion ſrem the Heſed Ree Wi 
blen deerzer, and death from the Lord of Life bim e- 
7 And nothing more im boldene th you in ſin, than 15 

e mat Chriſt bath died for vou: 881i nu the dan» 

1 ger of death were over, and you mighi botdly 
ar- venture; as if Chriſt were become a ſetvant to 
8 ſatan and your fins, and mad wait upon you. 
nile n while you are abuſing him; and becauſe he is be- 

Oe come ihe phy ſician of ſouls, and is Tble to ſave 
r to the utmoli all that come to God by him; you 
_ thick he mult ſuffer you to retuie his help, and 
6k 2 J chrow away his medicines, and muſt fave you 
15 5 whether you will come to God by him or no, ſo 
er that a great part of your firs ate oceatoued by 
8 N . dold preſumption upon ths © 224.3 6: Chriſt,” 
M 2 


I dal te the ern 4 15 
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and entertainment with you. 
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Not eanfideting that he tame to ledeem his 


beste from their fins, and to ſanctify them 4 
ecullar people to himſelf, and to conform then 
1 holineſs to the i image of their 7 Father 


und ds their head, Matth, . . e the. 


14. 


1 Pei. i. 15. 16. 651, fl. 10. 11. . / iii. 9. 10. 


6. You alſo fetch your own deſtruction from 
tt the Providences and works of God. When 


u think of his eternal ſore- -knowledge and de- 


cfees, it is to harden you in your fin, or poſleſs 


your minds in quatrelling thoughts, as if his de- 


crees might ſpare you the ſabour of repentance 


and an holy lite, or_elſe were the cauſe of your 


in and death,” If he affl & you, you repine ; If 
you the more forget bim, and 
are the bickwargderto the thoughts of the life to 
II the wicked profper you forget the- 


de proſper you, 


Ye 


end that will ſer all. reckoning. firaight; and 


are ready to think it's as good to be wicked 22 
god. And thus you draw. your death from al. 
7. And the lik: vou do from sil the creatures - 


- and metcies of God toyor, | He giveth them to 


| you as the fokens of histove aud furniture of his 
| fervice, and you turn them againit him, to he 
pleaſiag of your fi:h; you eat and drink to 
pleaſe your -appetiie, and not for the glory of 


Sod, and to enable you for his work. 
* eloaths yon abuſe to pride. 
your hearts from beaven; Phil. iii. 18. 


Your 


Hur 


have health and ſtrength, it makes you more te- 
eure, and for get your end. Yea, other mens mer- 
eier are abaſed. by vou to your hurt. If you ſee 


thei: 


Nonours and applauſe do puff you np; If your 


ur tiches drayy - 
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their honours and dignity, you are provoked to 
eavey ther, If you (ee their riches, 0% are 
ready to ccyet them, If you look ußdn beauty, 
you are ſtirt ed up to luſt. And it's well, il god- 15 
lineſs be not am eye ſore to you. 

8. The very git:s that God beflowerh on v0 


and che ordinade:s of grace which he hatb inſti» 


tuted for his chu: ch, you tura'to ſin If you. 
have beiter parts than ocbers, you grow proud, 

and felf-conceired: If you have but commen - 
gifts,, you take them for ſpecial grace. You taka + 
the bare hearing ot your duty for ſo good a work 
as if it would excuſe you for not obeying it. Your 


prayers are turned into fin, becauſe you ** re: ard 


inignity in your hears,” Pfalm. Ixvi. 19. and 
depart not from iniqti'y when you call on the 
name of the Lord, 2 Tim. Your prayers are a- 


bominable. beciufe you turn away your ear from. 


hearing the law, Prov. xxviit. g. And more ready 

to coffee. the fact ifice of fools. (thinking you do 
904 ſome ſaecial tervice) tab to hear his word 
and obey it, Eccleſ. v. i, Vu examine not youre: 
felves before you rective the ſupper of the Lord. 
bur not diſcerning the Lord's. bydy, do eat ard 
diink judgment to yourlelves, { Cor, xi, 28 29. 

9. Vea, the perſons that you converſe With. 


and all their actions you make the occafions ok 


your fin and deſtroction. If they live in the fear 
of God, you hate them. if they live ungodlily, 
you imitate them. If the wicked are many, you 
think jq cu may the more boldly follow them: If 
the go ly be few, you are the more emboldened 
| to Celpile them. If they walk ezatt'y, you think 

os * 3 — they 


wg * _ 


hs 
— 


— 


| their heedlcfsnets ſprained A 


will not hear him becauſe he doth not uſe it, 


498. : uus, the bocbevef el. 1 
they ar are- too preeiſe; if one of them fall ina | pars it,” Ani 


tieular temptation, you tumble upon them and N caſes, 1 


turn away from bolineſs, becauſe that others are | your 01 
imperfectly holy; as if you were warranted to godly 1 
dreak your necks, becauſe ſoqne others have by Þ tion is 
w, or put out a1 Mel 
bone. It a hypoerite diſeover himſelf, you ſay, is ſaid, 


Tuber are all alike, and think yourſelves ay honeſt ] ſhould 


the beſt, A ptoſeſſor can ſcarce flip into any I aſhame 


| - miſcarriage, but becauſe he cuts his finger, you, fl you be 
| thipk you may boldly cut. your throats, Tf Mi- Iuuths. 


niſters deal plainly with you, you ſay they rail, Y x. 7 
If they ſpeak genily,. or coldly, you either ſlzep the de: 


_ © under them, or are little more affected than the I princip 
feats you fit- vpon. I any errors creep into the Iturally 


church, ſome greedily entertain thein, and I welfar: 


others reproach the chriſtiàn doctrine for them, ſelves | 


which is moſt againſt them. And if we would [comm 
draw you from any arcientTooted error, which .flelves ; 
ean but plead two, or thiee, or ſix or ſeven hun ſyoucſe 
ered yer cuſtom, you are as much offended I better 
with a motion for reformation, as.if you were to fall the 
loſe your life by it, and hold faft old errors, while | 2. 


Pov cry out agailt-new ones, Scaree a differ- Itention 
| ©, ence can ariſe aniong the miniſters of the goſpel, nation 
dut yon wilL fetch your own death ſrom it. And think 


you will not hear, or at leaſt ac obey the unquel- | add 


tiqnable dofrive of any of thoſe that jump, not © ſs but 


rer, 9. 

which 

Jou w. 

One will not heat them that are for epiſcopacy, them 1 

and another will not bear them that are againſt uns- 
it. 


with your eanceit: - One will not hear a e 
becauſe he ſaith the Lord's prayer; and another 
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[yourſelves But if you love your neighbours no 
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it. And thus I might ſhe w it you in many other 
caſes, how you turn all that comes near you to... .. 
your own deſtruction; ſo clear it is t at the un- 
godly are elt- defiroyers, and that their perdi- 
tion is of themſelves. 

Methinks how upon the conſideration of whar 
is ſaid, and the review ot your own ways, ou 
ſhould be think you what you have done, and be 
aſhamed and deeply bumbled to remember it. If 
you be not, 1 pray you conſider theſe aac 
traths.. 

1. To be your o. defiroyers is to fin againft 
the deepeſt principle of your natures, even the 
principle of ſell. preſervation. Every thin na- 
turally deſireth or! inelineth to its own felicity, 
welfare, or pet ſection. And will you ſet your - 
ſelves to your own deſtruction? When you are 
commanded to love your neighbours as your- * 
lelves ; it is ſuppoſed that you naturally love 


better than yoarfelves, i ſeems you would bare 
all the world damned, 

2. How extremely d0 you -erofs your own in- 
tentions ? 1 know you intend. not your own dam- 
nation,” even when you are procuring it; yo 
tblok you are but doing good to yourlelves, by 
gratifying the deſires of your fleſh. But alas, it 
u but as a draught of cold water in a burning fe- 
rer, ur as the ſcratching ol a itching wild fire, 
which inereaſeth the diſeaſe and pain. If indeed 
you would have pl-afare, profit, or honour, ſeek 
them where they are to bs found, ag do not 


Datalter them in oy way to hell. 
. bat 


* 


f 
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3. What pity. is it, chat you ſhould do thas' 
-* ine yourleives, which none elie in earth or 
dell ean do! If all the world werescombmitd a. 

__ gainſt you, or all the devils in hell were combi. 


ned agaioR you. they could dot defiroy you with« 


out yourtelves, not nrake vu fin but dy your 
own conſent. 4nd will you de that againff yuur- 
7 felves waith no one eiſe cin do; You have hate- 
ful thoughts of the devil, becauſe he 1s your ene 
my, and encedvonuteth your deftrudion. And 


38 will you be worie than devils to yourſclves? 
Why it is thus with. you, if ou h-d dearts. to 


 underfiand it; when you run into fin, and run 
from godlinet s, and retule te urs at the call of 
Sed, you do more againſt your 0wn ſouls than 
men or devils could do beſides, and if you 
| ſhould ſet yourſeives and bend your wits to do 
_ yourſelves the greateſt miſchief, 700 could not 
deviſe to do a greater. 

4. You are falſe to the truſt has God hath re- 
poſed in you. He hath mach intruſted you with 
your own ſalvation. and Wil you betray your 


_ » truſt? He hath fet vo with all diligence to keep 


your hearts, and is this. the king of then 
Prov. iv. 23. 

You do even forbid al chat to pity. you, 
when you will have no pity on yourſeiv:s ; it y 
_ ery to God in the dy of your c2lamity, fc 
werey, mercy ; what cag you expect bat thgt he 
meld throſt you away, and tay © nay thou 
wouldſt not Have mercy on thyſelſ; who brought 
this upon thee, but. thy own wilioineſs ? ?”” And if 


your drechren ſee you ererialtingly in EY 
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how ſhalt they pity you that were your own. de- | 
Reoyert, and would not be diſaaded? 


bl; 6. 11 will everlaſtingly make you your own-- 
ob. jormentors in hell to think on it, that you 
with; wrought yourſelves wiltully to that miſery. O- 


what a griping throught it will be for ever te 
bink with yourſelves, that this was your o.¾.e' 
loing ! that you were warned of this day, and. 
warned again, but it would nat do: that you 
wilfolly finned, and Wwiltolly turned away from 
lyes? od! that you had time as well as others, but 
„e Jhou abuſed it; yen had teachers as well a2 
thers, but you refuſed their iuſtruction; you bad 
alt of oly examples, but you did not imitate them; 
ſou were offored Chriſt, and grace, and glory, 
well 2x others, but you had more ind of youts+ 
«ſhy pleaſure; you had a price in your hands,” 
Put you had not a heart to lay it out. Prov. xvij. 
16. Can it chooſe but torment you to think of 
this your preſent folly? © that your eyes were-- 
pened to fer what you have done in the wi itul. 
Tonging of your own ſouls ! and that.you bet- . 
er underftood theſe wars of God, prov. viii. 
3. 34 35 36- Hear inſtruction and be wiſe, . 
aud refuſe it not; Biciſed is the man that hear- 
th me waickiag' daily at my gates, waitingatthe 
Poſts of my doors; For whoſo findeth me findeth - 
ie, and ſhall obtain the favour of the Lord. 
but he that finacth againſt me, wiongeth his own * 
ul ll they nat hate me love death.“ = 
And now Lam come to the concluſion of this 
ork ; my heart is troubled to think how I ſhalt - 
care you, let, after this, the ficſh ſhould Kill. 
fi deceivs 


Im foloth chat you ſhould lie in{everlaRing},, 
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_ deceive you, and the world and the devil Gould goiſonor 
| Keep you aſl:ep, and 1 ſhould leave you as I found gut jet! 
| You, till you awake in hell. Though in sate offi; w 
Jour poor ſouls, I am afraid of this, as knowiny hough 
the obſtinacy of a carnal heart; yet 1 can ſay, 4,010 
with the prophet Feremy. xvii. 16, 7 bave ai 
Befired the weeſul day, the Lord knoweth, I hav 
not with James and Job deſireth that fre m gde ſo, 
bene from heaven to conſume them that refuledo; ... i 
Jeſvs Chriſt, Luke xi. 54. But it is the pre. ers. 1 
. venting of the eternal fire that I have been all Rendite 
this white endeavouring + And © that it hal ot be 
been a needleſt work? that God and coufetertif god h- 
might have been as willing to ſpare me this labouiſ ge grue 


as ſome of you could have been. Dear friend] their o 


u th: 
an ſh 
bare 
me hit! 
ling, t 


Ke, And de ſhut out of heaven, it it be poffiblef 
te prevent it. that I ſhall once more aſk you, 
hat do you now reſolve? Will you turn or die? 
I Jook upon you a» a phyſician on his patient, 
in a dangerous diſeaſe, Mat ſaith to him, #hough Nadal 
In are far gone, take but this medicine, aud for done 
bear but theſe few things that are hurtful to you multi t. 
and date warrant your life ; but if you will nd ſouls f. 
4s this, you are but a dead man. W Hat would you 
thick of ſuch a man, it the phy ſiciag and all the kupid 
* friends he hath, cannot perſuade him to take one 8 
medicine 10 ſave bis life, or forbear one or tuo ot or 
poiſoncus things that would kill him ? This uf moft a 
your caſe,” As far as you are gone in lin, but 
now turn and come to Chriſt, and take higSeme- 
dies, aud your ſouls ſhall live, Caſt up your 
dsadly fins by repentance, and return not to they 
8 o poiſonous 


ſtrang 
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GI oiſonons vomit any more, and you ſhall do well. 


% 


thy Bot yet if it were your bodies that we had to deal 


de Odvith, we might partly know what to do for you, 


8 hough you would not conſent, pet you might, 
can lade held or bound while the medicine-were poured 


have 1 
1 hay 
e might 


down your throats, end burtful things might be 
kept from you. Zut about your fouls it cannot 
62 {8 ſo, we cannot convert you againſt your wills. 
a eruleaſrhere is tio carrying madmen io heaven in fet- 
de PIC era. You may be condemned again your wills, 
cen ally, auſe you ſinned with your wills ; bur you can- 
it nal ot be ſaved againſt your wills. The wifdom of 
cod hath thoaght meet to lay men's ſalyation or 
deſtruction exceeding much upon the choice of 
Icheir own wills; that no man ſhall come to hea- 
ven that choſe not the way to heaven; and ne 
nan (hall come to hell but ſhall be forced to fay, 
I have the thing I choſe. my own will did bring 
"Fae hither. Now if I cou'd but get you to be wil- - 
ling, to be thoroughly and relolvedly, aud ha- 
bitually willing, the work were more than half 
done, And alas, muſt we loſe cur friends, and 
SY muſt they loſe their Cod, their happineſs, their 
wy elf ſouls for want ot this? O God forbid! It is 4 
y | { * range thing zo me that men are ſo inbuman and 
1 e fiupid in che eaten matters, that in leſſer thing: 
de one are civil and courteous, and good neighbours, 
oy For ought I know. I have the love of all, or al- 
* mY moſt afl my neighbours, ſo far, that if I ſhould 
Af "I lend erer a wan in. the town, or pariſh, or 
eme ſ country, and requeſt a reaſonable courteſy of 
D JOY Ithem, they would Brant it me; and yet when l- 
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t to the tome to requeſt of the greateſt matter in the 
1ſ0n0s * | world 
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World, for chemſelses, and not for me, I cal not a c 
- have nothin dt many of them but a patient heard of you 
ing, 1 know pot whether people think a man in then a 
the pulpit is in good fadnefs or not, and meatufff ſdent 
as he. ſpeaks; for 1 think I have few nejghbounſ know) 
- but if I were ſitting familiarly with them, andſ ang y 
telling them of what I have ſeen or done, or] your f 
— known 18 the world, they would believe me, and Woule 
regard what I ſay; but when 4 tell chem, fromſſ man, 
the infallible word of God, what they themſe!vee] and w 
* ſhall ſee and know. in the world to come, they I prog 
ſhew by their lives they do either not halieve it, wich ) 
or not much regard it. If I met ever any oneſ (vis, 
of them on the way and told them yonder is aff were 
coal pit, or there is a qnick-ſand, or there are Aud! 
thieves lie in wait for you; I could perſuade themJ me n 
to turn by. But when I tellthem that Satan li - cg no 
IDE. eth in wait for them, and that ſin is poiſon. to 50%, 
them, and that hell is not a matter to be jeſted Joule 
with, they go on as if they did not hear me. 1,4 ;; 
Truly neighbours, I am in as good earneſt with alC-, 
you in the pupit, as 1 amin my familiar diſ. cy . 
eourſe; and if ever you will regard me, I be- of th 
ſieech you let it be here, I think there is never Etern 
a man of ydu all, but if my own ſoul lay at your Heil 
wills. yon would be willing to ſave it (though I luft 
cannot promiſe that you would leave your fins Hong: 
for it.) Tell me, thou drunkard, art thou ſo stify 
cruel to me that ſpeak to thee, that thou would- that! 
eſt not forbear a few cups of drink, if thon e w- vel 
.eft it would {ave my ſoul from hell? Had! thou drehe 
rather that I did burn there for ever, than thou eren 

- ſhouldR lire ſoberly as other men de? It 1 wo 

„„ T net 
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not Gy, thou art an unmerciful monſter, and 
pot.a man? 1i 1 came hopgry or naked to one 
of your doors, would you not part with more 
then à cup of drink to relieve me? Iam con- 
mean gdent you would; If it were to fave my life, I 
boury know you would (lms of yon) hazard your own. 
„ andy And yet will you not be entreated to part with 
ie, or your ſenſual pleaſures for your own ſalvation ? 
e, and Wonldeft chou forbear an hundred cups of drink 
, from man, to ſave my life, if it were in thy power, 
nſelveeſ and wilt thou not do it to ſave thy own foul ? 
den I profeis to you, Sirs, I am as hearty a beggar 
eve in with you this day for the ſaving of your oun 
ay oney ſouls, as 1 would be for my own ſepply, if I 
er is al were forced to come a begging to your doors. 
ere ale And therefore if you would hear me then, hear 
e them me now; I you vould pity me then, be intreat- 
atan li · ed now to i y vor 'elves. I do aga* n be ſeech 


iſon to you, as it it wire on my bendtd knees, that you 
jeſted would bearken to your Redeemer, and Turn that. 
ar me. you may {ve. Ayo that have lived in ignor - 
& with auc, aud Careteſl ivels, and preſumption to this 
ar diſ. Gay ; 23! yon that tuve been drowned in the care 

I be-F of the void, and have no mird of God, and 
never Eternal Glucy ; „ you that are er ſl ved to your 
at Jour Þ Hei deren, 9 meat zu. drink, potts and 
ovgh IF iulis ; and all Fou that know nn! the rec. y of 
ur finsÞ bohnz it, aod never were acquaigted with the ſan - 
hou ſo Stifyog wok of the Hoy Ghoſt upon your ſouls, 
would - that never embraced your bieff:d Redeemer by a 
We Þ| lively aich, 25 with ponoring and thankful ap- 
ü thou dreherſions of his love, & that never felt an bigh- 
m thou 


er elit . ton ot Grd and heaven, and at hęartier 


o, may N love 
* net! 
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love te them than to your fleſhly proſperity, an 

the things below ; I earneſüy beſeteh you, ne 
only for my ſake, but for the Lord's ſake, thi 
you Fo not one day longer in your former ech 


dition, but look about you, and cry to- God fy 
„converting grace, that you be made new cre 
- tures, and may eſcape the plagues that are 
little before you. And if ever you will do at 


thing for me, grant me this reuqeſt, to tut 
from your evil ways and live, Deny me any thing 


that ever 1 ſhall aſk you for myſelf, if. you wi 
but grant. me this. 


me. Nay, as ever you will d5 any>thing at tt 
. requeſt of the-Lord that made you and redeem 
yoo, dery him not this; for if yon deny hit 


dis, he cares for nothing that you ſhall gran 


bim. As ever you would have him bear yor 
. - prayers and grant your requeſts, and do for 30 
at the hour of death ard day of judgment, ori 
any of your extremities, deny not his requeſt i 
the day of your profperity, O Sirs, | believei 


death and judgwert, and heaven and hell, 2 


Mien and brethren, what ſhall we Co? Ho 
1 | e migij 


other matters when you come near them, th; 
they ſeem to carnal eyes afar eff; then 50 
| would hear ſuch a meſſage as I bring you wi 
mbre awakened regardful hearts. 
Well, though I cannot hape ſo well of all, 
will hope tbat ſome of you are by this time pu 


poſing to turn and live; and that you are reac 


to aſ me, as the Jews did Peter, Ads ii. 3 
WMhen they were pricked in their hearts, and (ai 


And if you deny me thiy 
care not for any thing eiſe that you wou1d gray 
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Eight we come to be truly converted? We are 
willing, if we did but know our duty, 6d 
forbid that we ſhould choofe deſtructiun, by 
fetuſtag converſion, as hitherto we have done. 
li tac be the thoughts and purpoſes of jour 
hearts, 1. fay of you az God did of a- prom fing 
people, Deut, v. 28; 29. They have well faid- 
all that they have ſpoken; O that there were a 
ſach a heart iu them that they would tear me, - 
ud keep all my commandmentsalways”! Your 
purpoſes are good: O that there wete but a2 
heart in you to Aer theſe purpoſes! And in 
g ut tl bop hereof I (hall gladly: give yon direction 
edeemel what to do, and that but briefly, that yau may 
ny bid Re Eaſier remember it ſor your pract: ce. 
II gran 
. DIRECTION 1 __ 7 
> for yo F you would be converted andſaved, labour 6 
nt, ori underſtand the neceſſi:y and true nature 
queſt i converſion ; for what, and from what, and ry 
elie ve i what, and by what it it that you muſt turn. 
el], aff Con ſider what a lamentable condition you are 
n, thal in till the hour of your converſion, that you may 
en yo ſee it is not a ate to be refied in. You are un- 
ou will der the guilt of all th:wins that ever you com- 
| mitted, and under the wrath of Gad and the 
f all, curſe of his law, you are bound {1:ves to the 
me pu devil, and dal! y employed in his work againſt 
re reach the Lord, yourieives, and others; you are ſpiri- 
Mi. 3 tually dead and defurmed, as being de void of the 
ind fail holy life, and nature, and i image of the Lord. 
> Hog. Yu are utfir for any holy work, and do es 4 
mig 3 | that 
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hat is truly pleaſing uato God, Idu are with- 
out any promiſe or afſurance of his protection, 


and live in contioval danger of his juſtice, not 
knowing what hour you may be ſnatcht away to 


| hell, and moſt certain to be damned if you die in 


that condition, and nothing fhort of converſion 
ean prevent it. * Whatever civilities, or amend- 
ments, of ventures, are ſhort of true converſion, 


will never procure the ſaving of your ſouls. Keep: 


the true ſenſe of this natural miſery, and fe cf 
the-neceſhi:y of converfion on your hearts: 
And then you muſt underſtand what it is to be 
eonveried ; 
_Ktion, 20d a new converfation, '- 

Queſt. 1. For what muft we turn ? 

Anſw, For theie ends following, which you 
may attain: 1. You ſhall immediately be made 
| living members of Chriſt, and have intefeſt ia 
dias, and be renewed after thei image of Goa, and 


de adorned with all his graces, and quickened 


with a new and heavenly life, & faved from the 


tyranny of fatan, and the demmion of fin, and 


be jnified from the curſe of the law, and have 
the pardon of all the ſins of youe whole lives, 
and be accepted of God, and maze his ſons and 
dave liberty with boldnets o call him Father, 


and go to him by prayer in 2 your needs, with || 


a protmſe of acceptance; you hall bave the 
Holy - Ghoſt to dwell in you, to ſagctity and 
guide you ! Yeu ſhall dave part in the brother- 


hood, communion and prayers ot the ſaints ? 
You ſhall be fitted ior God's ſetvice, and be 
reed from the daminiva of lis, and be uſt! 

| | : aud 


it is to bave a new heart or diſpo- 1 
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aud a ble ſſing to the place you live iu; and ſhal! 


2 - 


— 


bave the promiſe of this lile, and that which it 
to come. 


You ſhall want nothing that is truly 
good for you, and.your nec: ſſary affl: ions you 


will be enabled to beer; you may have fome 
taſte of Communion with God in the Spirit? 
| eſpecially in all holy ordinances, where God 
prepareth a feaſt for your fouls; you ſhall de 


heirs of heaven whlie you live on earth, 5ad may 


forſee by faith the everlaſting glory, and fo may 
live and die in peace; and you thall never be ſo 


low, but your happineſs will be idcomparably * 
greater then your miſery. We. > a Wy 
How precious is every one of theſe bleſſiage, 
which I do but briefily name. and waich in this 
list you may receive! . 
And then, 2. At death your ſouls ſhall go 
to Cbriſt, and at the day of judgment both 
ſoul and body {hall be juſtiñed and glotiſied, 
and enter into your Maker's joy, where your 
happineſs will conſiſt in theſe particulars, © 
1 You ſhall b: pericted yourſelves; your mor- 
tal bodies ſhall be made immortal, and the cor- 
ruptibie ihai: put on incorruption; you ſhall na 


more be huagry, or thirky, or weary, or ſick, 


Dor {hail you need £3 tear either ſhame or ſorrow, 
or death, or bell, your ſouls {hall be perſealy 
freed from (in. and perfectly fitted for the knorr 


ledge, and love and praiſes of the Lord. 


2. Your employment ſhall be to behold your 
glorihed Redeemer,” with ail your holy fellow- 
citizens of heaven, and to ſee the glory of che 
oft bleſſed God, and to loc: him perfectly, and 

| N 3 be 
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de beloved by bim & to praiſe him everlaſlingly. 
3 Vr glory will contribute to the glory off 


the New Jerdfalem, the city of the living God.“ 


whie" is mote than to nave a private {elicity to 
yourielves. 

4. Your glory will contr bote f to the glorifyiog 
of your "Redeemer, who will everlaſtingly be 
magnified and pleaſed in you that are the tra- 
| vatl of his ſoul ; and this is more than the glori- 
lying of yourſelves, 


5. And the cternal Nagel, the living God, 


Will be glorified in your glory, both as he is 


| magnhes by praiſes, and as he communicateth 
and as he is 


| of his glory and goodneſs to you, 
| pleaſed in you, and in the accomp/ithment of hi; 
| glorious works, in the glory of the New Jeruſa 
lem and of his Son, 
All this the pooreſt deggar of you that is con- 
i n ſhall certainly and endleſsly enjoy 


2. You fee for what you muſt turn? Next | 


you mult underſtand from what yon muſt turn; 
And that is, in a word, from your carnal ſelf, 
which is the end of all the unccnverted, From 


| the fle ſh that would be pleaſed before God, and 


- would ſtül be enticing you thereto. From the 
| world that is the bait ? and from ihe devil, that 
| is the angler of ſouls, and the deceiver. And ſo 
| from all known and wilful fins. 


3. Next you muſt know to what end you muſt | 


turn; and that is, to God as your end; 


Chriſt as the way co the Father; to holineſs 5 
n. way e vou by Chrin; and fo the 


uſe 
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Y Me of all the helps and meas of —— afforded 


7 bythe Lord. 


I. Eaſftly, you muſt know, by whit. you muſt 
n. And chat is by Chriſt as the only Redee- 


r and Interceffor, and by the Holy Ghoſt as 
e Sanctifier, and by the word as his inſtrument 
means, and by faith and repentarice as the 
ans and dutie on your part to be performed. 
f this i is of pecefſi. ve 


DIR r CTIO N II. 
you will be converted ard ſaved, be much ia 
ſecret ſerious conſideration. fconſideratneſs 
does the world, Withdraw yourſelves oft into 
fred ſecreſy, and there bethink you of the end 
y you were made, of the life you have l.vec,” 
: time you have loft, the fin you have cammit- 


d. of the love, aud iufferives, and tuloeſs of 


ariſt, of the enager you are in, ot the nearneſs 
death and judgment; and of the certainty 
d exceliency of the juys of heaven, and of the _ 
crainty and terror of the tyrment of hell, 
dd eternity of both, and ofthe neceflity of con- 
rſion and a holy life. Steep your hearts in 


ch copſiderations as theſe, 


DIRECTION un, = | 
F yon will be converted and faved, attend 
upon the word of God, which is the ordinary 


Jeans. Read the Scripture, or hear it read, and 
Fer holy writings that do apply it conſtantly ; 5 


end on the public preaching of the word. As 
dd will light the world by the ton, and not ”> 7 
; himſe 


nate and cenvt t you. 


1 TY A Cali te the Uncon ver ted; _ 

Hieaſelf without, ſo will he convert and ſave mi 
- by his mini, who are the lights of the wor 
Adi xxvi. 19.18; Matt. v. 14. When he ha! 
_ miraculouſly humbled Paul, he ſendeth hin 
to Ananias, Acts x 10. and when he had ſcat 
an angel to Cornelius, it is but to bid him fend 
for Peter who muſt tell him what he is to be 
SETTING: do. 


DIRECTION IV. 

E TAKE yourſelves to God in a courſe of 
earneſt conſtant prayer, Confeſward lament 
5 your former lives, and beg his grace to illuai. 
Beſeech him to pardon 
What is paſt. and to give you his Spizit, and 
change your bearts and lives, and lead yqu in 
bis ways, and fave you from temptation, and 
8p * Work , and be nut weasy-0! it 


D 1 R E E K 1 Oo N V. 

JRESEN TL x give over your known and wil: 

| ful fins. Make a Rind, and go that way 
00 further. Be drunk no more, but avoid the 
very occaſion of it. Caſt away your lufts and 
Gniul pleaſures with deteſtation, Cuile,” and 
ſwear, and rail nv more, and if you have wrong- 
ed any, reſtore as Zaccheus did; if you will 


8 expect on the means for converſion ? 


3 DIRECTION VI. 
ESENTLY, if poſſible, change your com · 
* it it hath bi: war's vert bad ; not 
by 


— 


and 


commit again your old fins, what bleſſia ag can 
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414 Call tothe Unconverted. bode: T.F$1 

„by forfaking'your neceſſary relations, but your. _ 
ave mei unneceſſary fifnful companions, and join your ſelves NE 
e wort avith theſe that fear the Lord, and inquire f 
he hall them the way to heaven, Ads ix. 19. 26 Pſal. I 


th- him XV. 4. n 1 1 | 
ad ſent | 8 | N EE 
im fend „ DIEECTH NV: +": 


to be] FRELIVER vp yourſelves to the Lord: Jeſus | 
1 as the phyſician of your ſouls, that he 

may pardon you by his blood, and ſanity vou 
I by his fpirit, by h's word and miniſters, be in 
urſe olf ſtruwents of the ſpirit. He is.the way, the:'=- 
lamentÞ truth and the life ; there is no coming to the Fa- 
illumi. ther but by him. Jobn xiv. 1, Nor is there aux 47 
pardon] name under beaven,” by which you can be ſaved „ 
t, and 47s iv. 12. Study therefore his per ſon and . 
you inf natures, and what he hath done for you, ane 
„, ard what he is to do to you, and what he will be. 
it 22d how he is fiited to the full apply of all 

your neceſſi des, . | | 


d wil'h DIRECTION III. £7 
at way] ir yon mean indeed to turn and“ live, dot 
id the | (peedly without delay. If you be nit Sig 
and te turn to day, you be not willing to do it at all. 
and R-wmemb'r zoo are all this while ia your blood, 
rouge user the gailt of many thunſand fins, and un- 
u wal fader God's wrath, andyou tand at the very 
36 Can brigk of heil; there is but a ep betten you 
and death. And this is not 2 calc for a mh thar © 
13 wen in dis w ts to be quiet ia. Up therefore 
prefently, and fly as for your liver, as you would | 
Je gone out of your houſe if it were all on fire 
br 4.” e 
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„330000 . N 
a cal ts the rat © 3 1 
over your head. O, if you did but know what: | uf 
| 42-continual danger you' live in, and what daily un- 0 fa 
ſpeakable loſs you do ſuftain, and. what ſafer God 
And ſweeter life you might live, you ᷣ ud not Prop 
ſtand triffling, but preſently turn. Mukitader- 
miſcatry that wilfvlly delay when they ate con- 
vinced that it muſt-be done. Your lives are ſhort IF 
_ and vacerigin ; and what a cate ate you in, if Ih 
you die before yer thoroughly<turn ! vou haver | out 
. | "Raid two long already, & wronged God too long. 8 
din geiteth Rrength and rooting while you delay. the 
rour converſion will grow more hard & Coubr- | dhe! 
dul. vou have much to do, and therefore put. -bett 
nor off to the laf „ 1: God torſake' you, and: and 


5 . you up to . 4 . 1288 are ug- | 20 
one for ever. = ons 
1 e 1 reſo 
iRO 110 Ix; w_ 
'P you will tucn and live, do it unreſervedly, | 1 1 
abſolutly, and univerially. Think not to Nerz 
capitula: e with Chriſt, and divide your heat t be- 7 0 

; ..twizt kim and the world ; ; and to part wth | ** 


ſome fins; at! keep-the reſt; and te let go that” 
© - Which your fleſh can fpare. This | is but ſelf. de 
luding; yon muſt in heart and reſolution ſotſake 
All that you have, ot elſe you cannot be his diſ- 9 
_ _ eiples, Luke xiv. 26 33. Ti you wid wot take 


N and Heaven for your portion, and lay all | 2 
5 tbe feet of Chrifi, but you muſt reeds 58 
= 4 Your good things here, ad have 4 0 
8 NT portion, and Gd and. glorggis not e, 2 t 
| - Bagh for you ; it is vain to dream le * El 


„ * terms: Foe ir will not be. "It 746 lee. ESTs A 
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I call 1. * Unconverted. | | 15 = 
eligious,_ if yet it be but a 827 righ- 
teduſneſe, agd the feſh's prof) erf 
or ſafety, be ill excepted in. you events ggel o 
God; this is ad certain a way to death d open 
— though it be more Paulibie. "<5 


DIRECTION X. 


IF you will turn and live, do it reſolvedly, and 


ſtand not ſtill deliberatiag, as if it were a 
doubtful cafe. Sand not wavering. as if you 


were yet uncertain whether God or the fl-th be 


the better maſtzr, or whether heaven or hell be 
the better end. or whether ſin or hotineſs: be the 


- better way. Zut away with your former ju, | 


ard preſently, habitually, fixedly reſolve: = Be 
not one day of one mind, and the next of an- 
other, but be at à point with all the world, aud 
reſolvedly give up yourſelves and all you have 
to God. Now while you are reading or hearing 
this, refolve; before you fleep another night, 

reſolve ; 
before Satan hath time to take you off, refoive. 
Tou never turn indeed till you do reſolve, and 
that with a Arm and pnchangeable retolution, 


:S0 3 for the DireBions: F 
q ND now l have done my part in this work 


that yon may turn to the call of God and 


What will become of it, I cannot tell. D 
have caſt the ſeed at God's command 1 but it is 


not in my power to give the increats.. 4 cannot 


£0 no further with my meſſa ge; 1 cannot bring 
it to your heart, nor make it work; I cannot 
| 20 1 * for you: to entertain ir and conli- 
FS \ | | 8 der 
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wh or pleaſure, £5 


— At — tingdecs. i 


before you ſtir from the place, reſolve; 


. —— © FRG — nn 


el 


— — 


5 2 But 0 thou that'a art the gracious £, Kale of (86 
ritin thou haft faorn thou delighteft not in the death 
+. of the wicked, but rather that they wonld turn and 
live; deny no! thy bleſſings ts theſe herſuaſi ont and 

75 1 direAions. and ſuffer not thine enemies to triumph 
in thy fight, and the great deceiver of fouls io pre- 

hy againſt thy Son thy Spirit, and thy Word 0 

= ih poor \unconver ted ſinneri, that have no hearts ts | 
pi or help themſelves ; Command the blind to ſee, 
an the deaf-to hear; and the dead to live. and let 
mot fn and death be able to refeſt thee. © Aauulen 
Ne ſecure, reſolve the unrejologd confirm the way: 


ering, & let the et of f. Jas nners that read theſe lines, 

- "be next employed in uteping ever their fins, and 
bring them io. themſelves, and to thy Son. before | | 
1 8 their 7 ns have brought them to perdition If thou 

- fey but the word, theſe poor endeavours Shall prof 
ber to the winning of many a foul to their everlaſi- 
"Ing, Jey, and Hur bee fing len. Amen. 
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